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   ROAD UPDATE 
We have completed all but the last mile of the Stutsmanville Road project! This year instead of putting the 
township road funds toward the last mile of Stutsmanville Road the Board decided to apply the monies to our 
local roads. West Townline Road was the first road improved after the additional road millage was approved back 
in 2004.  If you travel this road you know it was getting in rough shape again. 5,800 feet were treated with a 2 
inch heavy asphalt cap at a cost of approximately $130,000.  Our goal is to complete another portion next year 
and finish the following year.  The road commission will be removing trees along the southern portion as they 
have time this fall or next spring.  There are many dead and diseased beech trees along that stretch. Also, the 
extremely shaded areas are detrimental to the longevity of the asphalt so getting some sunlight onto the road is a 
positive thing and will make the new road surface last longer. 
  
TOWNSHIP HALL 
The township hall renovation is complete.  If you have come to a meeting or to vote you have enjoyed the new 
meeting room.  There is a water faucet on the south side of the building for use for cemetery watering.  It will be 
useable during the warm months only.   !
SPRING CLEAN UP 
We want to remind you that this is a service we provide to the residents of our township.  If you have 
property but you do not live there you do not get to put trash out for the pick up.  Please abide by the 
guidelines which are listed on the Township website.   www.harborinc.org/friendship-township-13/  There has 
been some misunderstanding on how the clean-up works.  When we advertise the week of the clean up, this only 
means that sometime during the week the refuse company will pick up the trash.   We have no control over when 
during the week they will pick up your trash.  However, they will only pick it up on your road once.  If you miss 
putting out your items until after they have gone, it will not be picked up.  Our suggestion is that you make 
sure your items are put out the Sunday before the week advertised.  Then it will be picked up sometime during 
that week at the discretion of the refuse company. If they miss your road please let us know. The spring clean-up 
service cost the township approximately $13,000 last year.  Please help to keep costs down by utilizing this 
service responsibly. Please note NO HOUSEHOLD GARBAGE this year.    
 Watch for the green signs in the spring for the clean-up dates. !
YOUR TAX BILL 
Tax bills are sent out by the Emmet County Treasurer’s office.  Winter taxes are due on or before Tuesday, 
February 16, 2016.  The township treasurer does take partial payments from December 1 until February 28 for 
the winter tax bill and July 1 until February 28 for the summer tax bill.  If that would interest you please contact 
Marie Ward at 231-526-6301 to discuss further. 
  
NEW CEMETERY 
The township has created a new cemetery space just south of the fire hall on the west side of Beacon Hill Lane. 
It will be known as Friendship Township Cemetery West.  Currently lot pricing is as follows:  if land owner or 
resident $80 per lot or grave space, limit 2; if not owner or resident then  $1,000 per lot, limit 2. !
ELECTIONS 
In 2016 there will be four possible elections:  presidential primary on March 8, possible school election May 3, 
primary election August 2 and the presidential general election November 8.  If you need an absentee ballot 
contact our clerk, Janell Van Divner, at 526-6410 or send a written request listing the reason and where the ballot 
should be sent.  Reasons include 1) going to be absent on election day; 2) 60 yrs or older; 3) physically unable to 
attend polls without help of another; 4) cannot attend because of the tenets of your religion; 5) working as 
election inspector in another precinct; 5) confined to jail awaiting arraignment or trial.   !
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