
FRIENDSHIP TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2017 @ 7:00 PM 
@ Friendship Township Hall 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Troup.  Pledge of allegiance recited. 
Board members present:  Troup, Mac Gregor, Ward and Van Divner.  Major absent. 

Agenda approved as presented. 

Minutes of February 1 meeting stood approved as written. 

Treasurer’s report received. 

Van Divner moved, Mac Gregor seconded, PASSED, to move $1,700 from Tax Refund line item 
to Treasurer office line item.  (4-0) 

Mac Gregor moved, Van Divner seconded, PASSED by unanimous roll call vote, to adopt 
Resolution 2017-01 Resolution to Adopt Poverty Exemption Income Guidelines and Asset Test. 
(4-0) 
True North had filed a request to discontinue water testing.  The Friendship Township Planning 
Commission addressed it at their meeting on February 27, 2017.  Dale Scott letter submitted a 
letter regarding True North request to discontinue ground water testing which he requested be 
read into the minutes, as follows:   
February 23, 2017 

To:  Emmet County Planning & Zoning 

Re: Request by True North Golf Club to amend Special Use Permit requirements. 

Please consider the following comments and enter them into the minutes of your upcoming meeting on March 2, 
2017. 

At the time when this Special Use Permit was formulated and approved by Emmet County, I was the Supervisor of 
Friendship Township.  

Because Friendship Township’s Master Plan demands that our water and land resources be both treasured and 
protected and because we as government officials must work diligently to protect the health and welfare of our 
citizens, the Friendship Township Board of Trustees and the Friendship Township Planning Commission spent many 
hours working with the property owners to formulate and settle on this Special Use Permit. 

The purpose of the water testing requirement of the agreement was allow the residents to have some way to 
regularly review the quality of the water resource on and below the site. Our legitimate and on-going concern is that 
the use of products to maintain a golf course grounds may result in a leaching of unnecessary and possibly toxic 
substances into the surrounding aquifer. 

I am opposed to amending or removing the water testing requirement from this Special Use Permit, and have 
received phone calls expressing concern that the amendment is being proposed. 

As part of your discussion concerning this request to amend, I ask that you consider the following: 

1. Has the property owner fulfilled the testing requirements over the past years? 



2. Have the testing results been consistently reviewed by water resource specialists and the 
county planning commission, and what have the results shown? 

3. Is the testing regimen a true burden to the property owner. 

4. What equivalent testing regimen would be put in place to ensure that the Golf Course Best 
Practices would be followed in the future. 

In summary, I feel that amending this Special Use Permit to change the water testing requirement would not be in 
the best interest of the people or the resources of Emmet County, Friendship Township, or the planet. 

(end of letter) 
  
Board was notified by Emmet County Planning & Zoning via e-mail that as of 11:00 this 
morning True North had withdrawn its request to discontinue water testing. 

Van Divner moved, Mac Gregor seconded, PASSED, to amend Capital Outlay Budget roof repair 
disbursement budget from $670  to $690.  (4-0) 

Mac Gregor moved, Ward seconded, PASSED to approve proposed 2017-18 Budget for Public 
Hearing, to be held Wednesday March 29 at 7:00 pm.  (4-0) 

Van Divner moved, Troup seconded, PASSED, to offer Marie Ward as member-at-large from 
Friendship Township to the North Emmet Emergency Services Authority Board for 2 year term 
beginning March 22, 2017. 

Public comment – none 

Mac Gregor moved, Troup seconded, PASSED by unanimous roll call vote, to approve payment 
of the bills.  Checks # 3675-3693 were written in the amount of  $9,231.49.  (4-0) 

Meeting adjourned at 8:17 pm. 

    Janell Van Divner, Clerk 


