
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Giving Together 
Grant Catalog 

Spring 2017 

 
 This season the Petoskey-Harbor Springs Area Community Foundation is proud to 

award $183,459 to 27 nonprofit organizations working to enhance quality of life in 

Emmet County. Congratulations to all recipients! A description of each organization’s 

project, and the grant amount awarded, is contained within this booklet.  

 

Our grantmaking is only possible through our generous donors. Thank you to all who 

contribute to our Fund for the Community, Fund for Youth, field of interest funds 

and/or donor advised funds. Your gifts help us address needs and advance 

opportunities in our community. 

 

If you would like to learn more about the Community Foundation and how you can 

support the region we all treasure, please call us at 231-348-5820, email 

info@phsacf.org, or stop by our office at 616 Petoskey Street, Suite 203, Petoskey, MI. 

 



 

 
 

Giving Together: Grant Partners at a Glance 

Spring 2017 

 
Grant Partner Call to Action 

Amount 

Granted 
Page 

ARTS & CULTURE 

Crooked Tree Arts Center Protect the Victorian charm of the Center's 117-year old headquarters $10,000 1 

Great Lakes Chamber 

Orchestra 
Bring award-winning musicians to the Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra $3,000 1 

Harbor Springs Area Historical 

Society 
Care for and preserve historical collections $2,500 1 

Harbor Springs Festival of the 

Book 

Bring published writers and illustrators to Emmet County schools for a day of 

fun and learning 
$4,500 1 

King House Association Restore the historic Middle Village King House $12,000 2 

Raven Hill Discovery Center Design a teen art project to explore our relationship with technology $4,650 2 

EDUCATION 

Alanson Public Schools 
Help high school students obtain private pilot licenses and prepare for careers 

in aviation 
$8,500 2 

ENVIRONMENT 

Little Traverse Conservancy Build ecological stewardship through the Community BioBlitz $1,500 3 

Tip of the Mitt Watershed 

Council 
Engage the public on the Line 5 Pipeline risk and alternative reports $8,900 3 

HEALTH 

Harbor Hall Help individuals afford treatment for their substance abuse $10,000 3 

Health Department of 

Northwest Michigan 
Support families with early childhood behavioral health concerns $4,000 4 

Kiersten's Ride Learn to recognize and help residents who are suicidal $15,000 4 

McLaren Northern Michigan 

Foundation 
Provide comforts of home for hospice patients $10,096 4 

Northern Michigan Equine 

Therapy 

Help low-income families treat physical and mental disabilities with equine 

therapy 
$7,500 4 

Planned Parenthood of 

Michigan 

Provide access to sexual health information and services for low-income 

residents 
$8,250 5 

YMCA of Northern Michigan Support development of adult wellness programs in our community $2,000 5 

HUMAN SERVICES 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church Nourish middle school students in need through The Northmen Den $10,000 5 

Great Start Collaborative Ensure all Emmet County 3, 4 and 5-year-olds can attend preschool $8,500 6 

Manna Food Project Provide fresh produce for hungry people in Emmet County $8,500 6 

Mothers Keepers Provide much-needed respite for mothers with newborn babies $5,000 6 

Nehemiah Project Repair the weather-damaged roof at our community's homeless shelter $4,650 6 

Northwest Michigan Habitat 

for Humanity 
Build a safe place to call home - Lantern Walk home in Alanson $5,000 7 

RECREATION 

Camp Daggett Expand recycling education and practice at Camp Daggett $1.413 7 

Challenge Mountain  
Purchase a multipurpose truck to support recreation and maintenance at 

Challenge Mountain 
$5,000 7 

Petoskey Youth Soccer 

Association 
Replace worn-out goals at the community's beloved soccer fields on Click Road $7,000 8 

SPIRIT Day Camp Provide inclusive experiences for people with developmental disabilities $6,000 8 

Village of Pellston 
Attract North Western State Trail users into Pellston by providing critical 

trailhead amenities 
$10,000 8 
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ARTS & CULTURE 

Crooked Tree Arts Center 

Protect the Victorian charm of the Center's 117-year old headquarters 

Amount granted: $10,000  
Each year, more than 50,000 people step inside Crooked Tree Art Center's 117-year old building to visit the 

galleries, enroll in a class, attend a concert, listen to a lecture, view a film, take a guided tour or enjoy special 

events. When the Center purchased this architectural gem in 1980 — it being one of the few remaining Victorian 

structures in downtown Petoskey — they understood the aging facility would require constant upkeep. Over time the 

roof has incurred significant damage from ice dams, sun, snow and wind. The shingles need to be replaced and a 

leak in the theater must be addressed.  This grant will help the Center repair its roof for the next generation of art 

and architecture enthusiasts. 

 

Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra 

Bring award-winning musicians to the Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra 

Amount granted: $3,000  
Since its first season in 2001-02, the Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra (GLCO) has presented more than 120 full 

orchestra performances to more than 20,000 people in Northern Michigan. In 2017, GLCO has the opportunity to 

bring renowned soloists to perform with the orchestra. In June, pianist Tony Patterson will join the orchestra's 

Beethoven Choral Fantasy performance, while violinist Dylana Jenson will accompany the works of Piazzola, Barber 

and Glass. In September, GLCO will conclude its final year of a three-year global music series with a concert focusing 

on the music of Spain. For this concert, GLCO has invited the award-winning Grand Rapids Guitar Quartet to highlight 

the Spanish guitar. This grant will support the cost of bringing these soloists to Northern Michigan. The inclusion of 

these highly regarded soloists will provide an enhanced musical experience for the audience as well as the orchestra 

musicians. 

 

Harbor Springs Area Historical Society 

Care for and preserve historical collections 

Amount granted: $2,500  
Following a recent archives assessment, Harbor Springs Area Historical Society identified crucial equipment needs 

to ensure the proper care and preservation of its collections (including artifacts, exhibits, oral histories and 

photographs). The archive assessment identified areas in which the Harbor Springs Area Historical Society could 

expand its care for archival collections using best practices. Proper care of the collections improves the Historical 

Society's ability to continue to make the collections available to the public. This grant would support necessary 

purchases, including: data loggers to record accurate environmental data for storage areas; a digital recorder 

dedicated for onsite collection of oral histories from members of the community; and museum-quality, energy-

efficient LED bulbs to replace older halogen lighting in exhibit galleries. 

 

Harbor Springs Festival of the Book 

Bring published writers and illustrators to Emmet County schools for a day of fun and learning 

Amount granted: $4,500  
The second annual Harbor Springs Festival of the Book will be held Friday, September 29 through Sunday, October 

1, 2017 in multiple venues in Harbor Springs. The Festival is a celebration of those who love to read books, talk 

about books and interact with those who write and illustrate books. This grant will create opportunities for picture 

book, middle reader and young adult authors/illustrators to visit with students in Harbor Springs, Alanson, Pellston 

and Petoskey on the Friday of the Festival. Students will listen to authors/illustrators present their works firsthand 

and learn more about what its like to be a literary professional. 
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King House Association 

Restore the historic Middle Village King House 

Amount granted: $12,000  
The King House is the last remaining hand-hewn timber-walled house of the 52 log homes that once comprised the 

thriving Odawa settlement on Lake Michigan known as Wa-gau-muck-a-see, or Middle Village. The house was 

purchased from a decendent of the original owner by the King House Association to be used as an educational 

resource to tell the story of old Middle Village and to preserve the rich cultural history of our area. The house is 

eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places and is on a lot designated as a Michigan Archeological 

Site. Preservationists and other professionals have examined the house and have determined that a complete 

restoration is the best preservation strategy. The large timbers used in the original construction of the house are its 

most important and distinctive historical feature, and the primary reason why a complete restoration is considered 

the optimum preservation strategy. This grant would support the purchase of 30 timbers required for restoration and 

would help the King House Association reach its $50,000 goal for its Matching Challenge. 

 

Raven Hill Discovery Center 

Design a teen art project to explore our relationship with technology  

Amount granted: $4,650  
For more than 25 years, exhibits at Raven Hill Discovery Center have fostered connections between science, history 

and art. One of Raven Hill’s exhibits — the Evolving Technology Building — contains a ‘technology timeline’ that 

outlines technological advances from the Stone Age to present day. This grant will allow Raven Hill to work with 

Emmet County middle and high school art students on connecting art to the technology timeline. Through a mix of 

classroom instruction and Raven Hill site visits, students will develop a piece of art in their chosen medium 

(painting, sculpture, etc.), to express their vision of what technology was like in the distant past or what it will be like 

in the distant future. A three-person jury will select 9-10 pieces for permanent display in the technology timeline. 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

Alanson Public Schools 

Help high school students obtain private pilot licenses and prepare for careers in aviation 

Amount granted: $8,500  
The Aviation Science & Technology Program at Alanson High School opens doors for students who have the desire 

and passion to fly. Through partnerships with other school districts, the program is available not just to Alanson 

students, but to students across Emmet and Charlevoix Counties as well. This grant will provide scholarships for 

limited-income Emmet County students who want to expand their aviation studies from in-class simulators to actual 

flying lessons. Scholarships will cover the expense of flying lessons/flight hours necessary to obtain a private pilot 

license. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

 

Little Traverse Conservancy 

Build ecological stewardship through the Community BioBlitz 

Amount granted: $1,500  
For more than 45 years, the Little Traverse Conservancy (LTC) has worked to protect the natural diversity and beauty 

of Northern Michigan through land preservation and stewardship. In summer 2017, LTC aims to host a Community 

BioBlitz on the Phillip J. Braun Nature Preserve near Pellston to engage local citizens and students in science and 

nature conservation. A BioBlitz is a focused attempt to record as many living species as possible within a designated 

area. Groups of naturalists, area citizens, families and students will conduct guided or independent inventories over 

an established time period. Participants will develop an understanding of local wildlife and gain first-hand 

experience in how biological recording works. The data resulting from the event will assist LTC stewardship staff in 

the management of this preserve. This grant will help support the cost of hosting the event as well as travel 

expenses for experienced naturalists. 

 

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 
Engage the public on the Line 5 Pipeline risk and alternative reports 

Amount granted: $8,900  
For the past four years, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council has analyzed data and distributed information to the 

public, elected officials, and other organizations regarding the operation of Enbridge Energy's Line 5 and other 

pipelines in Michigan. In anticipation of the Michigan Pipeline Safety Advisory Board's forthcoming independent risk 

analysis and alternatives analysis for the portion of Line 5 in the Straits of Mackinac, Tip of the Mitt aims to provide 

information to Emmet County citizens to engage them in the upcoming public comment process. Through 

workshops, community presentations, social media and traditional media, Tip of the Mitt will provide information 

regarding the draft reports to help citizens develop and present thoughtful and evidence-based comments to the 

Advisory Board and State of Michigan to ensure careful review of the reports and environmentally sensitive decision 

making. A grant to this project will support three informational workshops and additional presentations across 

Emmet County. 

 

HEALTH 

 

Harbor Hall 
Help individuals afford treatment for their substance abuse 

Amount granted: $10,000  
Harbor Hall provides treatment for substance abuse and accompanying mental health issues such as depression, 

anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder.  Treatment is conducted in both residential and outpatient settings. 

Treatment is funded through a variety of sources including private insurance, Medicaid, government grants, and 

client payments. Approximately 30% of Harbor Hall clients live in poverty and receive a subsidy to substantially 

reduce their treatment costs. However, these clients are still responsible for $5.00 or $10.00 co-payments which 

are often difficult or impossible for them to pay due to their limited income. This threatens their ability to continue 

treatment and recover from substance abuse. This grant will allow Harbor Hall to cover co-payment expenses for 

these individuals. 
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Health Department of Northwest Michigan 

Support families with early childhood behavioral health concerns 

Amount granted: $4,000  
Early childhood is a critical time for cognitive and behavioral development, and early intervention has shown to 

improve future health and well-being. If behavioral health services are not provided during early childhood, 

emotional difficulties that emerge can lead to more serious mental health issues later in life. Yet families who are 

dealing with behavioral issues often feel overwhelmed when trying to develop an action plan and connect to 

community resources. The Parent Support Partner Program is designed to help families connect with services, to 

establish strong partnerships and medical homes with their care providers, to facilitate parent/caregiver support 

groups, and to arrange one-to-one caregiver connections. It serves as a temporary suport to link families to existing 

community resources. The program is available to anyone regardless of income or insurance status, but families are 

often referred to the program because they are on a waiting list, do not meet criteria, or are unaware of services 

available to them to address their needs. A grant to this project would support the Parent Support Partner Program. 

 

Kiersten's Ride 

Learn to recognize and help residents who are suicidal 

Amount granted: $15,000  
Kiersten's Ride is an East Jordan-based nonprofit founded by Lisa Clavier after she lost her 17-year-old daughter, 

Kiersten, to suicide in 2012. This nonprofit honors Kiersten’s memory and raises funds for suicide prevention 

programs by organizing an annual horseback ride. Kiersten's Ride hopes to expand its reach this year by planning a 

suicide prevention conference that will take place in Gaylord in September 2017. The conference — open to all 

Northern Michigan healthcare practitioners, educators, law enforcement and anyone concerned about this issue — 

will tackle the misconceptions of suicide. Through a series of keynote speakers and sessions, the conference will 

provide training on how to recognize people at risk for suicide, how to speak with them in a safe and compassionate 

manner, and how to work with them to achieve recovery. Kiersten’s Ride would like to see a strong turnout from 

Emmet County residents and intends to heavily market this event to our region. This grant will help underwrite 

conference production costs. 

 

McLaren Northern Michigan Foundation 

Provide comforts of home for hospice patients 

Amount granted: $10,096  
VitalCare Hospice of Little Traverse Bay provides end-of-life care for patients facing a terminal illness at the Hiland 

Cottage. Each year, Hiland Cottage provides comfort care and compassionate end-of-life services for more than 130 

individuals and their families. On average, patients reside at Hiland Cottage for 3-4 months, making small comforts, 

such as home-cooked meals and a communal space to gather for both patients and their families, an important part 

of their time at the Cottage. This grant would support the renovation of the kitchen at Hiland Cottage, which is used 

daily to prepare meals for residents, host holiday gatherings, and is available for residents' family and friends, and 

community volunteers to prepare special meals for residents. Annually, the kitchen is used to prepare approximately 

5,110 breakfast and lunch meals and is an integral piece of providing high quality end-of-life care for residents of 

Emmet County. 

 

Northern Michigan Equine Therapy 

Help low-income families treat physical and mental disabilities with equine therapy 

Amount granted: $7,500  
Northern Michigan Equine Therapy is an outpatient rehabilitation facility where licensed therapists use the natural 

movement and demeanor of a horse to help individuals with physical and mental disabilities. From treating autism, 

depression and anxiety, to spinal cord injuries and strokes, their promise is simple: "Horses Heal Humans." At this 

time, equine therapy is considered an alternative medicine practice and often isn't covered by health insurance 
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plans — making it difficult for low-income families, or those who have exhaused other treatment options, to access 

this powerful and potentially life-changing therapy. A grant to this project will provide scholarships for children from 

low-income families to receive equine therapy at a substantially reduced rate. 

 

Planned Parenthood of Michigan 

Provide access to sexual health information and services for low-income residents 

Amount granted: $8,250  
The sexual health outreach project will help Planned Parenthood of Michigan serve 400 at-risk Emmet County 

residents who are low-income or uninsured. People ages 18-44 will be provided with information and resources on 

how to take care of their bodies, prevent sexually transmitted infections, cervical cancer, and unintended pregnancy. 

People will also receive information on how and where to access health care services. Building on lessons learned 

from this project in the past, Planned Parenthood will distribute Chat/Text cards that allow individuals to connect 

with a live health educator and get questions answered about their sexual health in real time. Evidence shows that 

people who use Chat/Text are more likely to visit a Planned Parenthood health center within 90 days of their 

Chat/Text experience. In addition, Planned Parenthood will continue to provide feminine hygiene kits, distribute 

condoms, set up an information table at BlissFest and Project Connect and other outreach events, and use the 

Everywhere UGO ads to promote Planned Parenthood health services. A grant to this project will support the staffing, 

marketing and supply expenses associated with this outreach program. 

 

YMCA of Northern Michigan 

Support development of adult wellness programs in our community  

Amount granted: $2,000  
The YMCA has long been known for its quality youth programming in our area. Now, the YMCA of Northern Michigan 

is working hard to develop and expand its programs in Emmet County to better serve people of all ages in our 

community. The YMCA is exploring where it fits into the adult wellness landscape of our community. In addition to 

offering adult wellness programs, the YMCA aims to develop a more focused marketing approach and provide 

donors with better information about its current area of impact and potential area of impact. The YMCA would like to 

partner with Seer Analytics to conduct a Primary Market Area Report. This report will allow the YMCA to better 

understand the community demographics and member/participant distribution, helping it to make more informed 

decisions about the future of the YMCA. This grant will allow the YMCA to conduct the Seer Analytics report. 

 

HUMAN SERVICES 

 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church 

Nourish middle school students in need through The Northmen Den 

Amount granted: $10,000  
The Northmen Den is a food pantry set up inside Petoskey Middle School tailored to the specific needs of middle 

school children, and to a limited degree, their families. Although Emmanuel Episcopal Church runs the program, it is 

a secular project of the organization’s Beyond Our Walls outreach program. The Den's primary goal is to provide 

students with supplementary, easy to prepare food for the weekend as well as healthy school day snacks and other 

supplies such as personal toiletries, school supplies and sometimes clothing. Volunteers work with middle school 

counselors who identify students in need based on eligibility for free or reduced lunch and other factors. When 

Emmanuel Episcopal opened Northmen Den in November, the middle school counselors sent an average of 8 

students per week. Already, that number has grown to more than 40! Through support of groups such as The Manna 

Food Project, Brother Dan's, Nehemiah House and others in the community, Emmanuel Episcopal identified that 

there was a direct need to reach middle school students. For example, Manna's Backpack 4 Kids program ends 

after elementary school, leaving many middle school students at risk for food insecurity. A grant to this project will 

help Emmanuel Episcopal Church meet the needs of a growing number of students through The Northmen Den. 
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Great Start Collaborative  
Ensure all Emmet County 3, 4 and 5-year-olds can attend preschool 

Amount granted: $8,500  
Great Start Collaborative is a partnership of more than 30 organizations working to strengthen families and improve 

outcomes for children in Charlevoix, Emmet and Northern Antrim Counties. They envision a time when every child is 

nurtured and supported in a way that allows them to achieve their maximum potential. Yet many families in our 

region are forced to choose between providing their child with a much-needed preschool experience or meeting their 

basic needs of living. There are two government programs that offer free preschool for children based on financial 

need, but they reach capacity quickly and leave approximately 65+ local children wait-listed. This grant will provide 

scholarships for wait-listed children to attend tuition-based preschools in our area. 

 

Manna Food Project 
Provide fresh produce for hungry people in Emmet County 

Amount granted: $8,500  
Manna Food Project encourages its clients to eat a healthy, balanced diet. However, sometimes it is difficult for 

Manna to offer a variety of healthy food choices. The most difficult for the Manna Food Project to acquire at a 

reasonable price are meats, fish, eggs and cheese (proteins) along with fruits and vegetables. Currently, Manna 

rescues nearly 600,000 pounds of discontinued or perishable food each year. Unfortunately, the produce is often on 

its "last legs." Through a multi-agency, community-wide partnership, Manna will ensure fresh produce is available 

throughout the year for distribution at its pantries. Manna aims to partner with local growers to purchase, harvest 

and/or glean portions of their crop, contributing to the local economy and community engagement. Through a 

partnership with the Health Department of Northwest Michigan, Groundwork Center for Resilient Communities and 

MSU Extension, clients will receive information on the importance of fruits and vegetables in their diet, as well as 

information on various ways to store and prepare seasonal produce. Fall cooking classes will provide clients a 

hands-on opportunity to prepare the produce. In-pantry displays will also allow the pantries to display the produce in 

an appealing manner. A grant to this project will support the purchase of fresh produce for distribution at Manna's 

partner food pantries. 

 

Mothers Keepers 

Provide much-needed respite for mothers with newborn babies 

Amount granted: $5,000  
Mothers Keepers is a new nonprofit serving Emmet and Charlevoix Counties. Launched in August 2016, it supports 

mothers caring for newborn children. With all the joy and excitement that accompany the birth of a baby, mothers 

can also experience isolation, exhaustion, a sense of being overwhelmed, and sometimes postpartum depression. 

Mothers Keepers provides a free respite service for moms and their newborns.  Carefully-screened and trained 

female volunteers make weekly household visits for up to 12 weeks. These volunteers assist with household chores, 

errands, supervising older children, etc. while the mother receives some much-needed respite — so she can rest, 

bond with her newborn, or pursue other activities that refresh her mind, body and spirit. This grant will help Mothers 

Keepers train up to 10 new volunteers to work with Emmet County mothers. 

 

Nehemiah Project 
Repair the weather-damaged roof at our community's homeless shelter 

Amount granted: $4,650  
The Nehemiah Project is a Christian ministry and homeless shelter in Petoskey. They shelter about 180 homeless 

people per year — 70% of whom are Emmet County residents — at their Nehemiah House (men's shelter), Mary 

Margaret House (women's shelter), and Grace House (transitional apartments for families). Although they are faith-

based, The Nehemiah Project provides shelter to anyone in need regardless of religious belief. Bible study is offered 

to guests but is not mandatory. At this time the roofs on both the Nehemiah House and Mary Margaret House have 
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deteriorated due to age, weather and ice damage. As an emergency homeless shelter it is important for The 

Nehemiah Project to provide a safe, comfortable and dignified space for individuals in a housing crisis. This grant 

will support roof repair costs. The Nehemiah Project believes making these repairs now will prevent more-costly 

repairs in the future. 

 

Northwest Michigan Habitat for Humanity 

Build a safe place to call home - Lantern Walk home in Alanson 

Amount granted: $5,000  
Housing instability, including frequent moves, overcrowding and the threat of eviction or foreclosure creates stress, 

depression and hopelessness for far too many families. Northwest Michigan Habitat for Humanity will be completing 

its second home in Alanson’s Lantern Walk Subdivision during 2017 to provide a safe, decent and afforable place to 

live for another family. The 2017 build is for a single mom and her two young boys who have been working hard to 

become debt free and prepared to be a homebuyer. During the build, the 2017 National Women Build Week and 

Preston Feather Volunteer Week will occur to provide volunteer labor during the early stages of the build. There will 

also be educational opportunities for volunteers to learn or refresh their skills before coming to the jobsite. The 

unique aspect of the Habitat program is that although this grant will provide roofing materials and windows for one 

new home, the mortgage payments paid by this family will fund future builds so more families can be served. With 

support of this grant, this family will not have to worry about a damanged or leaky roof, drafty windows or bad 

allergens affecting their health. They will have a safe, decent and affordable home. 

 

RECREATION 

Camp Daggett 
Expand recycling education and practice at Camp Daggett 

Amount granted: $1,413  
Situated along the picturesque shores of Walloon Lake, Camp Daggett has delighted children and teens with 

quintessential summer camp experiences since 1925. Its mission is to provide quality character-building through 

educational and recreational programs in a safe, fun setting. One aspect of character-building is the development of 

environmental conscientiousness. Recently Camp Daggett began working with a local farmer to redirect camper 

food waste. Campers were taught to discard unwanted food into separate bins, which are then hauled to the farmer, 

who uses the food waste to feed his pigs and chickens. Next Camp Daggett would like to strengthen its recycling 

efforts. This grant will help Camp Daggett purchase and place new recycling bins around the facility. 

 

Challenge Mountain 

Purchase a multipurpose truck to support recreation and maintenance at Challenge Mountain 

Amount granted: $5,000  
Challenge Mountain empowers individuals with disabilities through year-round adaptive recreation provided through 

a variety of activities, including biking, hiking, kayaking and boating in areas throughout Emmet and Charlevoix 

Counties. Challenge Mountain relies on staff driving a multi-use pickup truck to transport equipment to various 

recreational sites for spring, summer and fall programs. One day it might be a trailer full of adaptive bikes going to 

the Wheelway in Petoskey; another day the kayaks and the Boston Whaler to Walloon Lake for a day of kayaking and 

tubing. In the winter, the truck is equipped with a snow plow to keep parking areas and driveways cleared at the 

Lodge and the Boyne City Resale Store. The current truck has served the organization well over the past 12 years as 

a maintenance/plow truck and as a vehicle for transporting equipment. However, the underbody and body of the 

vehicle are badly rusted and it has become difficult to replace parts as they become worn or fall off completely. As 

such, a grant to this project would support the purchase of a new multipurpose truck for maintenance, plowing and 

recreation equipment transportation. 
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Petoskey Youth Soccer Association 

Replace worn-out goals at the community's beloved soccer fields on Click Road 

Amount granted: $7,000  
Petoskey Youth Soccer Association began as a small consortium of volunteer parents looking to facilitate the game 

of soccer in Petoskey in the late 1980s. Nearly 30 years later, it has grown into one of the largest youth 

organizations in Northern Michigan. It boasts more than 250 active members (players), ranging in age from 8-18. 

Members play soccer at the volunteer-run Click Road Soccer Complex, home to 11 soccer fields of various sizes. 

This grant will replace worn-out soccer goals on two of the 11 fields. The Association intends to replace goals on all 

fields over the next four years. 

 

SPIRIT Day Camp 

Provide inclusive experiences for people with developmental disabilities 

Amount granted: $6,000  
For more than 30 years, SPIRIT Day Camp has provided community recreation, cultural and education experiences 

in an inclusive environment for children and adults with developmental disabilities. In 2017, SPIRIT Day Camp 

participants will have the opportunity to benefit from a variety of experiences in the community, including a visit to 

Mackinac Island, swimming, bowling and dance. Participation helps build skills necessary for community 

engagement, life time leisure skills, social vocational behavior, employability skills, and skills necessary for home 

living. They will explore the history, beauty and adventure of Northern Michigan and build friendships and 

experiences that will last a lifetime. This grant would provide all participants the opportunity to benefit from SPIRIT 

Day Camp with no expectation of payment, breaking down a potential barrier to take part in valuable life 

experiences. 

 

Village of Pellston 

Attract North Western State Trail users into Pellston by providing critical trailhead amenities 

Amount granted: $10,000  
In August 2015 hikers, cyclists and snowmobilers began enjoying the newly-developed North Western State Trail, a 

32-mile path that runs from Petoskey to Mackinaw City. The Village of Pellston, being the approximate halfway point 

on the trail, wants to build a trailhead featuring restroom facilities, parking, a warming area during the wintertime, 

and a meeting room for various activities. This trailhead would address a critical gap, as there are currently no public 

restrooms or water fountains on the trail between Alanson and Mackinaw City. The trailhead would also provide a 

natural connection to the Pellston community, inviting trail users to shop, dine and explore village charm. This grant 

will support trailhead construction costs. 

  
 


