
Montessori Philosphy 
 
Supposing I said there was a planet without schools or teachers, where study was unknown, and yet the 
inhabitants—doing nothing but living and walking about—came to know all things, to carry in their minds 
the whole of learning; would you not think I was romancing? Well, just this, which seems so fanciful as to 
be nothing but the invention of a fertile imagination, is a reality. It is the child's way of learning. This is the 
path he follows. He learns everything without knowing he is learning it, and in doing so he passes little by 
little from the unconscious to the conscious, treading always in the paths of joy and love. 
—Dr. Maria Montessori, MD 
 
 Misconceptions are always being construed about what “Montessori” means; many have never 
even heard the word before. So what is Montessori? The first Italian physician, Maria Montessori, 
developed the Montessori Philosophy. The basic idea in the Montessori approach to education is that 
every child carries unseen within him the potentialities of the man he will someday become.  She based 
her educational methods on scientific observation of children's learning processes. Guided by her 
discovery that children teach themselves, Dr. Montessori designed a "prepared environment" in which 
children could freely choose from a number of developmentally appropriate activities. Based on her 
observations she came to learn and understand the inner nature of children.  
 One of the first ideas that struck Maria Montessori was that the child is a dynamic, curious 
person that has an inner need to know the world. The Montessori classroom has a multitude of 
fascinating materials from which to select. There are different areas around the room, which include: 
Practical life, Sensorial, Math, Language, Cultural (History, Geography), Science,  Art, Music and 
Movement. Within each of these topics there are a variety of activities that look appealing and inviting.   
 Maria Montessori’s keen observation skills allowed her to discover the child comes to know the 
world through the senses. Consequently, experiences that develop and refine the sense are fundamental 
to knowing the world. Further, because knowing the world comes through the sense activities must 
concrete and have "manipulatives" (i.e. toy or game-like). The curriculum area of sensorial in the 
Montessori classroom aids the child in the development and refinement of the senses and the many 
manipulative materials in the classroom allows the child to explore and learn. 
 As her research continued she realized the children are very much so, auto-educated. Essentially, 
the child constructs knowledge through physically manipulating the environment. The physical 
manipulation, or handling of the environment, allows the child to construct mental images. Mental 
images lay the foundation for later abstractions. The Montessori teacher does not teach, but rather 
provides experiences for the child to construct mental images. 
 The child learns that which is of personal interest. It is important, therefore, for the child to have 
freedom to select activities that are highly interesting. The Montessori classroom contains hundreds of 
exciting materials that are of interest to children. There is a three-hour block scheduled into the morning 
routine, which allows the child to be free to make a choice of work. The work should be precisely so, with 
a permanent “home” on a shelf.  Some work may be switched out at the teacher’s determination of that it 
has been practiced and mastered by many.  

The room is orderly and clutter free; therefore it gives the child the opportunity to be orderly and 
focused.  The Montessori classroom is calm, respectful and peaceful. This atmosphere meets the child's 
inner need for an atmosphere that supports concentration. The Montessori classroom is orderly and 
encourages the child to maintain an orderly environment. 

One might ask what the role of the teacher or guide is in the Montessori classroom, when the 
children are left to choose work at their own convince? The role of a Montessori teacher is one of guide 
and observer, whose ultimate goal is to intervene less and less as the child develops. The teacher builds 
an atmosphere of calm, order and joy in the classroom and encourages the children in all their efforts, 
thus promoting self-confidence and discipline. With the younger students at each level, the teacher is 
more active, demonstrating the use of materials and presenting activities based on an assessment of the 
child's needs. Knowing when to observe and when, and how much, to intervene is a skill the Montessori 
teacher develops over training and hard work.  



The atmosphere of the classroom is full of sights and sounds, which at first appear chaotic.  From 
this chaos, the child must slowly create order gain mastery of himself and of his environment.  Dr. 
Montessori developed the “prepared environment” to possess a certain order and disposes the children 
to develop their capabilities at their own speed, according to each child’s own capacities in a non-
competitive atmosphere. 

If the Montessori child is free to learn, it is because he has acquired from his exposure to both 
physical and mental order an “inner discipline”. This is the core of Dr. Montessori’s educational 
philosophy.  Patterns of concentration, stick-to-it-tiveness, and thoroughness established in early 
childhood, produce a self-confident, competent learner in later years.   

Through all Maria Montessori’s hard work and observation she has recognized that the only valid 
desire to learning is the self-motivation of the child.  Children move themselves toward learning.  The 
teacher prepares the environment, directs the activity, functions as the catalytic agent or leader, offers 
the child stimulation and guidance, but it is the child who learns, who is motivated through the work itself 
to persist in his given task.  So, in brief, the Montessori approach is designed to help the child build within 
himself the foundations for a lifetime of creative learning.  In a rapidly changing society this purpose 
becomes evermore important.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  
  
 


