
Homework for Montessorians 

In these days of state wide academic standards, it is easy to forget the importance of developing 

non-academic skills, especially those that strengthen a child’s independence and responsibility.   Here’s 

a list of “homework” I think it is vital for elementary students to be doing: 

 Chores for themselves – making beds, cleaning their room, doing their laundry 

 Chores for the family- cleaning out the dishwasher, doing dishes, vacuuming, cleaning the 

windows, the bathrooms, cleaning the car, sweeping 

 Making their lunch, their breakfast, your breakfast….(maybe that’s going too far). 

 Arranging social activities 

 Ordering their own food at restaurants 

 Volunteer work 

 Cooking (with adult supervision, naturally) 

 Pet and plant care (consistent pet care) 

 Gardening and other seasonal work.  

All the help that children can do at home doesn’t just lighten our own load. It gives them 

experiences vital for their development. For example, work gives a sense of self-competence that 

transcends into other areas of their lives. Accomplishing tasks not only makes us feel good about 

ourselves, it changes our self image. We begin to think of ourselves as someone who can meet 

challenges and can persevere through difficulty.  

Here are some other ways that work and independence skills can help a child. 

1. Chores and volunteering give children the opportunity to do things for others. That’s why it’s 

vital for children do work for the whole of the family as well as just their own responsibilities. 

They learn the rewards that come from helping people around them: that special altruistic joy; 

the feeling of camaraderie; and the reciprocal help given back to them.  

2. Feeling grounded. This is the classic Montessori idea of normalization: Through work, children 

develop concentration and a feeling of contentment, even refreshment. You can contrast this 

with the edginess many of us feel from “leisure” activities like watching TV or playing video 

games. 

3. Appreciation. By experiencing what their parents do each day, children can begin to appreciate 

all the efforts made for them. They see how their lives are connected to people all around them. 

4. Developing foundational skills. There are fine and gross motor skills, planning and sequencing, 

social and life skills that are involved in the tasks of independence. Many are not academic per 

se, but they will ultimately make us more successful at learning in school and at accomplishing 

things in our later life. 

I’d love to hear back from people about the successes and difficulties they’ve experienced 

encouraging their children’s independence at home. What are some of the best ways you have found to 

motivate children to do chores?  Some of the ways you’ve taught difficult tasks? Some of the challenges 



which have come up? Feel free to email at my website; if people are interested we could base a class 

meeting around this topic. 

Some Elementary News 

 On December 3, we will be visiting the North Wings raptor rehabilitation center (you’ve 

probably received permission slips about this already). Thank you to all of the people who donated 

money and the children who raised cash themselves.  

 We are also now receiving Time for Kids. Each student in the classroom is getting an issue once a 

week. We will be discussing topics in class, using the magazines for research, and eventually developing 

arguments around particular issues. I’d especially like to thank the family that provided the magazine 

subscription. 

 Finally, I’d like to thank the Whitman family for donating a pair of Leopard Frog tadpoles to the 

class. Finally, after a two year absence, our class has amphibians again!  

 


