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Petoskey Montessori
Children’s House and Elementary School
Meet our Petoskey Montessori Guides
The lead teachers in each classroom are called “guides”, an indication of their role in
relation to the child. They seek to guide the energies and tendencies of the child, serving as
facilitators rather than disseminators of information. Here is a little introduction to our
Petoskey Montessori guides and how their Montessori journeys began…

This month…
November 1
No school for
students
Kindergarten-5th
November 15
Journey Night
November 16

ANGIE MOULTON

BRITTANY SPULLER

RUSSELL CARPENTER

In her own words:
“I began working as an
assistant teacher in the IC
and Nido classrooms
in the fall of 2020. Over
the past 25 years, I’ve
worked with children in a
variety of settings. Upon
discovering PMCH, I
immediately fell in love
with the Montessori
philosophy and
environment. In the
past year, I have earned
my qualifications for lead
caregiver and program
director and I am currently
pursuing a bachelor's
degree in Early Childhood
Education at NCMC.”

In her own words:
“ I have been working at
PMCH since 2012, first as
an assistant in IC, and later
as the Guide. I have been
an assistant in Primary,
completed my student
teaching in the
Elementary and Primary
classrooms, and I am
currently the Guide in the
Primary classroom.
I have a BA in Elementary
Education, Minor in Early
Childhood and Science
(2020), and I recently I
obtained the Early
Childhood Credential
from the International
Montessori Council”

In his own words:
“My involvement with
Petoskey Montessori
began as a parent back in
December 1994, when my
oldest child joined the
IC/Nido classroom. I
found the practice and
philosophy really
resonated with me. In
January 1998 I began to
work as the assistant in the
elementary class, then did
my Montessori elementary
training at AMI’s
Washington Institute
between 1999 and 2000.
I have been the
elementary teacher here
since September 2000.“

Birthday: February 20

Birthday: August 1

Birthday: November 13

Favorite hot drink: coffee,
hot chocolate, vanilla chai
latte.

Favorite hot drinks: coffee
with cream, hot tea,
half-coffee/half-chai.

Favorite hot drink: coffee.
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School Picture Re-take
Day
November 22
Primary Harvest Feast
November 22-25
Fall Break, all
programs closed

Coming up…
December 22
Primary and
Elementary Cookie
Walk
December 23 to
January 2
Winter Break, all
programs closed
January 3
Back to school - all
programs resume

PETOSKEY MONTESSORI CHILDREN’S HOUSE AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

NOVEMBER 2022

Field Trips, Social Events and Volunteers, Oh My!

THORNE SWIFT NATURE PRESERVE FIELD TRIP
On Friday, October 7, the Elementary class had a grand time exploring the beautiful Thorne Swift Nature
Preserve. Guided by the wonderful Sarah Mayhew and Sarah Koetje from the Little Traverse Conservancy,
students, teachers and parents were able to observe and explore a cedar swamp, a small pond and the stunning
Lake Michigan shoreline, while learning about habitats and their inhabitants.

FALL SOCIAL EVENT
Our first family social gathering took place at East Park on Sunday, October 9. PMCH staff, students and their
families came together to celebrate the beginning of the Fall season. Lots of fun was had painting pumpkins and
enjoying the playground, eating donuts and cotton candy and drinking apple cider. What a treat it is to get
together in person once again! Stay tuned for more family events in the near future!

FUN FRIDAY FIELD TRIPS BROUGHT TO YOU BY… OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS!
A special thanks goes out to the Roth family for their help in bringing field trips back to our school community.
Rebecca (also a board of trustees member) has been the person behind the scenes (and the emails, and the
phone calls) coordinating the field trips we have enjoyed so far, and so many more that are to come, while Jason
has kindly volunteered to drive our students on the magic school bus to all these wonderful locations!

REMEMBER, YOU CAN VOLUNTEER TOO! THERE ARE MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU TO CONTRIBUTE
TO ELEVATING OUR MONTESSORI COMMUNITY, WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU!
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Meanwhile, at Petoskey Montessori….

SNAKES… IN THE CLASSROOM!

FIRE PREVENTION MONTH

The knowledgeable folks from Nature
Discovery graced our school with a visit on
October 19th.

On Thursday, October 27th, PMCH welcomed
Antonio “Tony” Belmonte from the Resort Bear
Creek Fire Department. Tony spoke to our
Primary and Elementary students about fire
prevention.

Kindergarten and Elementary students were
treated to a presentation by Jim McGrath on
snakes native to Michigan, including
endangered species such as the Blue Racer
and the Copper Bellied Water Snake.

The students also had the opportunity to see a
real life fire engine up close and check out
some of the gear and equipment fire fighters
use to stay safe.

Students and teachers were able to hold and
interact with several live specimens, including
an Eastern Garter Snake, a Western Garter
Snake, a Black Rat Snake, and even a Fox
Snake!
What a wonderful opportunity to learn about
our environment and to instill a love of nature
and conservation awareness into our
Montessori students!
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The Infant Care and Nido community celebrated Halloween in style on
Friday, October 28th.
Children, teachers and parents came together to enjoy sweet treats
and special art projects, and to participate in a fun pumpkin race.
A festive costume parade followed to finish off a wonderful
celebration!
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