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What is Political Compromise? 
 

“Democracy must be learned by each generation” is our YMCA MYIG motto. Democracy allows 
every citizen to have an equal voice and vote, but policy is made through discussion and 
compromise. The Political Compromise Program’s objective is to provide students a framework 
that requires cooperation and compromise to create a single resolution based on a predetermined 
topic. 

 
 
 

How do Students Prepare for the Conference? 
 
Discussion Question: YMCA MYIG will provide the discussion question at the beginning of the 
program year in the mailings and on the website. Students should thoroughly read the 
background of the topic, the compelling question and each interest group’s viewpoints. 
 
Research: Participating students should research the discussion question through each interest 
group’s lens prior to arriving at the conference. Students should save their resources as reference 
materials to use during the conference. Students should bring a minimum of one policy idea to 
the conference that represents their assigned interest group’s position. Interest Group 
assignments will be sent out in late October. 
 
 
 
Who Leads Political Compromise during the Conference? 
 
Clerks: Each committee and the General Assembly will be assigned a student clerk. The clerk is 
responsible for taking attendance as well as keeping record of the policies the committees and 
General Assembly discuss and pass. 
 
Chairs: The chairs will preside over committee and special interest group meetings. They 
facilitate debate and discussion on policy ideas using a relaxed style of parliamentary procedure.  
 
Presiding Officer: The Presiding Officer will preside over the General Assembly meetings and 
will be an alumnus of YMCA MYIG. They facilitate debate and discussion during General Assembly 
using a relaxed form of parliamentary procedure. They Presiding Officers also guide and mentor 
students throughout the program. 
 
 
 
 



	

What does Political Compromise look like during the Conference? 
 
Format: On the first day of the conference, students will meet in their assigned special interest 
group to determine what policy ideas they want to present in committee. Then, students meet in 
their assigned committee and discuss policy ideas from all three interest groups. They will vote on 
which policy ideas they want to go forward to General Assembly. On the second day of the 
conference, students will alternate meeting in their special interest group and committee in the 
morning. After lunch, they will meet in General Assembly with all program participants. 
 
Special Interest Groups: There are three designated interest groups. A brief synopsis of each 
interest group’s position will be provided. A student chairperson will lead each interest group. 
Every student will be assigned to one interest group. Students can indicate their top two interest 
group choices on their online registration.  
 
Compromise Committees: The committees will be formed of students who represent equal 
numbers of each special interest group. A student chairperson will lead each committee. Every 
student will be assigned to one committee. 
 
General Assembly: The General Assembly is comprised of all students in the Political 
Compromise Program. General Assembly is where students will discuss a docket of policy ideas 
passed in committees. They will then vote on whether or not to add these ideas to the final 
resolution. Political Compromise will conclude with one resolution agreed upon by all interest 
groups. A Presiding Officer will facilitate the General Assembly. 
 
 
 
What is the Outcome of the Political Compromise Program? 
 
Expectation: The General Assembly will create one resolution that provides a solution to the 
discussion question. This resolution will be read before the entire conference during the YMCA 
MYIG Closing Session. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

Political Compromise  

2019 Topic 
 
Background 
There has been a lot of buzz regarding a new video game that will be hitting the shelves this 
holiday season. This third-person shooter game has been anticipated by gamers of all ages for 
several years. While the gamers are excited for the release, there is another group, child 
psychologists, who are cautious. They are interested in better understanding how playing violent 
video games impacts the cognitive development of youth. The entertainment industry, which is 
developing and selling these games, maintains that the rating system already in place adequately 
rates games for suitability for each age group.  
 
While this issue has been debated in many states and ruled on by the Supreme Court, the 
Michigan Legislature believes they have a vested interest in finding a compromise. The legislature 
has requested that stakeholders from each interest area hold a meeting to discuss and evaluate 
two specific areas of this issue. The first is to come up with a narrow definition of what is 
considered inappropriate levels of violence. The second is to develop a recommendation of an age 
limit for this content, based on the impact of the content on the cognitive development of young 
people.  
 
In the end, all three groups must come together to produce one letter to the legislature that 
expresses the views of the committee. In this letter, each groups’ needs must be addressed in a 
way that each group feels like they will benefit. 
 
 
 
Discussion Question 
How should legislators in Michigan evaluate violent video games and their suitability for minors? 
 
 
 
Interest Groups  

Video Game Advocates 
Members of this group range from novice to experienced gamers and also vary in age. They play 
video games as a source of entertainment. Generally this group advocates that the violence in the 
games is a simulation and not reflective of the real world. They believe that it should be up to the 
individual as to what type of game they purchase and play. This group advocates that it is the 
personal responsibility of each gamer to understand the different between games and reality.    
 

Cyber Psychology and Behavioral Specialist 
Members of this group are trained psychology professionals ranging from researchers to those in 
clinical practices. This group researches and evaluates the impacts of interacting with violence in 
video games on a gamer’s mental state. Their research shows a wide range of impacts on 
different age groups. Their goal is to ensure that any guidelines are created using evidence based 
research on the impacts of violence on cognitive development. They are specifically focused on 
how exposure to violence impacts individuals at the different stages of development.  
 

Entertainment Industry 
Members of this group are creators of video games and the companies that sell and distribute 
games. One of their primary goals is to ensure the freedom of expression for those creating 
games. They believe that video games occupy the same space as other art forms and that the 
games they sell deserve to be protected as such. They do support the current rating system and 
its use to determine game suitability for each age group. 



	

How to Write a Political Compromise Policy Resolution 

 

1. In the first few sections of your resolution you should make the case 

for your policy ideas.  

a. Include statistics and facts to support your ideas.  

b. Describe how this policy can be beneficial to or how it affects the state, citizens, 

industry or interest groups. 

c. Ex: Whereas, be it understood that businesses can benefit from skills that 

students gain from both the fine arts and athletic programs (From the 2017 

topic of funding sports and fine arts). 

d. Ex: Whereas, according to the Humane Society of the United States, only 10% 

of 2,800 animal exhibitors in the U.S. are accredited by the AZA. (From the 

2016 topic of banning zoos in the state of Michigan) 

 

2. In the last few sections of your resolution you should make your 

recommendations of what the policy should be.  

a. Include specific details like: penalties for not following the policy, age limits, 

who the policy will apply to, etc. 

b. Ex: Therefore be it resolved that if a hydraulic fracturing company is found not 

in compliance with publically disclosing the chemicals and in what quantities 

they are used during the hydraulic fracturing process, the company shall be 

subject to a fine of $20,000 for the 1st offense (From the 2015 topic of 

preserving natural resources in the hydraulic fracturing process). 

c. Ex: Resolved, parents shall make the choice for their child to receive a 

vaccination, unless they are a minor legally allowed to live by themselves (From 

the 2014 topic of mandatory vaccinations). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



	

Political Compromise Resolution Template  

 
 
Author(s): 
Delegation: 
Committee/Interest Group: 
 
 
Section 1: 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
Section 2: 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
Section 3: 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________	

 
Section 4: 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
Section 5: 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
 


