
Come to Play, Learn, and Grow! 

Louis M. Groen Nature Preserve Prohibited Activities 

Use the preserve at your own risk. 

The following items and activities are prohibited on the prop-

erty outside of County-sponsored activities or events: 

 Alcoholic beverages. 

 Pets without a leash less than 6 feet in length. 

 Campfires. 

 Defacing, injuring, disturbing or destroying any plants, property, 

or wildlife. 

 Entering any area marked “No Trespassing”. 

 Entering the property at any location other than the main en-

trance or outside of posted hours. 

 Fireworks or other devices that may cause fire. 

 Fishing. 

 Glass containers. 

 Hunting. 

 Ice skating on lakes. 

 Littering.  Please utilize LEAVE NO TRACE principles (take out 

what you bring in). 

 Parking any vehicle in a place other than the designated parking 

area. 

 Possessing any firearm including bow and arrows, sling shots, 

BB/air guns, paintball guns, or any type of animal trap. 

 Removing any type of plant or vegetation from the property. 

 Removing artifacts or other items found on the property. 

 Riding a bike or horse on a trail that is not designated for that 

use. 

 Smoking. 

 Sound amplifying devices. 

 Swimming, bathing, or wading in the lakes. 

Huron Pines AmeriCorps is a program of Huron Pines and is 

supported in part by the Corporation for National and Community 

Service, Michigan Community Service Commission, Huron Pines 

and contributions from host sites.  Huron Pines is a nonprofit 501

(c)3 organization and an equal opportunity provider. 

Questions or Comments? 

Phone: (989) 732-6521/(989) 732-4021  

Email: jburchett@otsegocountymi.gov 

            mtarbutton@otsegocountymi.gov 

Special thanks to the Groen Family for their      

generous donation of the Louis M. Groen Nature 

Preserve to Otsego County. 

The Louis M. Groen Nature Preserve is managed 

by the Otsego County Parks and Recreation       

Department.   

The Louis M. Groen Nature Preserve’s                

Conservation Easement is overseen by the                                    

Otsego Conservation District. 

Hours During Eastern Daylight Savings Time  

(Spring/Summer/Fall): 

 

Monday - 2:00pm - 8:00pm 

Tuesday & Wednesday - Closed 

Thursday 2:00pm - 8:00pm 

Friday 12:00pm - 8:00pm 

Saturday 8:00am - 8:00pm 

Sunday 12:00pm - 8:00pm 

The Louis M. Groen Nature Preserve is open during normal 

operating hours for your enjoyment.  Whether you are looking 

for a place to snowshoe, cross-country ski, or just escape the 

inside for a breath of fresh air, the Louis M. Groen Nature 

Preserve has what you are looking for! 

Contact the Otsego County Parks & Recreation to learn more 

about the preserve by calling 989-732-6521. 

Hours During Eastern Standard Time  

(Winter/Early Spring): 

 

Monday - 12:00pm - 6:00pm 

Tuesday & Wednesday - Closed 

Thursday 11:00am - 6:00pm 

Friday 11:00am - 6:00pm 

Saturday 8:00am - 6:00pm 

Sunday 8:00am - 6:00pm 



May 

January 

Saturday, 19th:  Snowshoe Hike, 10A-12P 

 

Saturday, 26th:  Full Wolf Moon Cross Country Skiing, 6P-8P 

Descriptions 

Snowshoe Hikes: 

The snowshoe hikes are designed for everyone’s enjoyment.  

While some environmental and outdoor concepts may be dis-

cussed, the focus is simply on getting outdoors and enjoying 

the winter.  Kids accompanied by an adult.  RSVP REQUIRED. 

Kid’s Outdoors Otsego (KOO) Winter Explore Day: 

KOO provides opportunities for children ages 0-8 to get out-

doors and explore.  BYO snowshoes, skis or sleds.  Limited 

number of snowshoes available at the event.  Snack provided.  

Dress appropriately.  Kids must be with their parents at all 

times. 

Animal Tracks: 

Join “Natureologist” Maureen Stine as she teaches children 

about identifying animal tracks in the snow and also provides 

an opportunity to create a plaster cast of an animal track to 

take home.  RSVP REQUIRED.  Kids age 5+ and accompanied 

by an adult. 

Upcoming 

Spring/Summer: 

 Invasive Plant Pull Volunteer Day, TBA 

 Timber History Tour, TBA 

Saturday, 25th:  Spring Plant ID Workshop, 10A-2P 

Monday, 27th:  Louis M. Groen Memorial Day 5K/10K                          

           Challenge, 9A-12P 

Keep up-to-date on new                             

programs and events at:                                                  

www.facebook.com/groennaturepreserve 

April 

Friday, 12th:  Night Owl Hike, 7P-9P 

March 

Saturday, 16th:  Kid’s Outdoors Otsego Winter Explore Day, 

10A-12P 

Sunday, 24th:  Maple Syrup Demonstration, 12P-4P 

Wednesday, 27th:  Full Worm Moon Cross Country Skiing,                           

                 6P-8P 

February 

Saturday, 9th:  Animal Tracks, 10A-12P 

          Stargazing, 7PM-8PM 

Saturday, 23rd:  Snowshoe Hike, 10A-12P 

Monday, 25th:  Full Snow Moon Cross Country Skiing, 6P-8P 

All events will meet at the main entrance and parking lot at 

the corner of Gingell Road and Waters Road in Johannesburg.   

Starting times listed are “sharp” and events will begin at the 

exact times listed, weather permitting. 

If an RSVP is required, please contact Justin Burchett by     

c a l l i n g  ( 9 8 9 )  7 3 2 - 4 0 2 1  o r  e m a i l i n g                                                   

jburchett@otsegocountymi.gov.  If an RSVP is required and 

you are not on the list, you may not be permitted to partici-

pate depending on available supplies, etc. 

Event Guidelines 

Full Moon Cross Country Skiing: 

The full moon XC skiing events are an opportunity for all levels 

of XC skiers to take to the trails with the light of the moon.  

Since the Preserve is typically closed during evening hours, 

this program gives the participant a unique opportunity to 

explore the marvel of the Louis M. Groen Nature Preserve at 

night.  Open to the public.  RSVP for limited rentals.   

Stargazing: 

Are you an amateur astronomer?  Just like gazing up at the 

stars?  Our stargazing event in February takes place during 

the New Moon phase of the Moon, thereby allowing for as 

little interference as possible while looking at the stars.  Come 

experiment using our telescope as we look for constellations 

and other astronomical oddities.  Kids accompanied by an 

adult.   

Maple Syrup Demonstration: 

Come view a small-scale maple syrup demonstration, take a 

hike through our trails, and get a taste of sweetness while at 

the Preserve.  All ages welcome.  Kids accompanied by an 

adult. 

Night Owl Hike: 

Come explore the Preserve in the darkness as we listen for 

owls and other night-time creatures!  Kids must be accompa-

nied by an adult. 

Spring Plant ID Workshop: 

Learn the basics of plant identification and get a chance to 

put them to the test.  Trees, shrubs, and wildflowers will be 

covered.  The first half of this course will be “classroom” and 

the second half will be hands-on.  BYO Lunch.                    

RSVP REQUIRED.  Ages 16 and up. 

Louis M. Groen Memorial Day 5K/10K Challenge: 

Looking to push yourself to the limit?  Take part in this 

5K/10K that will take you over the hills, through the woods, 

and by beautiful Johannesburg Lake!  What better place for a 

run than the trails of the Louis M. Groen Nature Preserve in 

late May?  $20 registration at 8AM the day of the event. 

What Events Would You Like?What Events Would You Like?What Events Would You Like?   

If you have a suggestion, contact Justin Burchett at                If you have a suggestion, contact Justin Burchett at                If you have a suggestion, contact Justin Burchett at                

(989) 732(989) 732(989) 732---4021 or jburchett@otsegocountymi.gov.4021 or jburchett@otsegocountymi.gov.4021 or jburchett@otsegocountymi.gov.   

*Note:  All Events are Weather Permitting. 


