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Modifications to COVID-19 Protocols for Liturgical Celebrations 
 

In these challenging times, we are committed to keeping our people safe and at the same time maintaining the best 
(near normal) liturgical practices that are possible under these circumstances. We have had several months with 
certain protocols in place; I want to thank the parishes that have taken these protocols and observed them carefully 
and seriously. I must admit that I find it troublesome that some very small number refuse to wear masks and place 
everyone at risk. I know that some of the parishes have been very strict on the issue of wearing masks, and I 
commend you for your care and concern for all the people.  
 
Effective immediately, you may begin to make the following modifications to parish liturgical protocols.  
 

Capacity: 
With the winter months coming up, where it is possible to do so, our pastors are allowed to admit the 
number they can safely accommodate while maintaining the required sanitizing; social distancing (six feet 
minimum); and the required use of face masks. This number is determined by the seating capacity of the 
church and is no longer limited to the previous 25% capacity. Due to church size, this means that there will 
continue to be occupancy restrictions in some parishes. This modification presumes high touch surfaces are 
being disinfected after each liturgy and that hand sanitizers are available and used by all. 
 
Music: 
The absence of music has been a burden for many, and we are making these modifications to the present 
protocols to gradually resume our normal liturgical practices. Effective immediately — with the continued 
expectation that all in the congregation will wear a face covering — the proper parts of the Mass may be 
sung by all: Psalm response; Alleluia Verse; the Holy Holy; Eucharistic Acclamation; and Lamb of God.  
 
The Gloria, Creed and Our Father should not be sung. A cantor or other singer may sing a hymn or special 
music at other places in the liturgy.  
 
Communion Distribution: 
As much as possible, we should return to the usual practice of people coming forward to receive 
Communion (observing social distancing of at least six feet). Markings can be placed on the floor as needed. 
This practice is already used in many parishes in the diocese. Some parishes will be limited by narrow aisles 
and pew layout. Only where this is the case and social distancing cannot be maintained should the ministers 
go between the pews to distribute the Eucharist. The practice of distributing Communion after Mass and as 
people are leaving the church should be discontinued and returned to its proper place within the liturgy. 
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The Presentation of Gifts: 
The presentation of wine and hosts may resume during the Offertory. The members of the assembly who 
will present the gifts are to be wearing masks and must sanitize their hands before picking up the vessels 
and after presenting them.  
 
Mass Servers:  
Using appropriate safety measures, hand sanitizers and masks in procession, a limited use of Mass servers 
is permitted. They should not hold the Missal for the Collect or Prayer after Communion (a stand for the 
Missal or Excerpts from the Roman Missal can be placed in front of the presider’s chair). They may assist 
by carrying the cross and candles in the entrance procession and recessional. They may assist in setting the 
altar with proper sanitizing of hands. They may participate in a simple Gospel procession with candles. 
 
An entrance procession and recession to greet people can be resumed with the required masks for priest, 
etc. in these processions.  
 
After Mass:  
People should be asked to exit row by row to the degree that is possible to keep the appropriate social 
distancing requirements and not gather after Mass for visiting.  

 
 
A caution: As you know, things are constantly changing. In the event of changing circumstances, we remain flexible 
in the case that we have to return to a more restricted approach again in the future. 
 
It is our hope that these modifications will help to bolster people’s hope and feelings of joy as a worshipping 
community, and at the same time keep safe. Let us pray for each other and those whose lives have been lost or 
affected by this virus as we journey though this time of uncertainty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


