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BOYNE CITY DOG PARK COMMITTEE 
SITE RECOMMENDATION 

!
Presented to Parks and Recreation 

February 6, 2014, 6:00 pm  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!
MISSION STATEMENT !!
To establish an off-leash dog park where dogs and their (owners/
friends) have a safe, well-maintained area for recreation and 
socialization. !
To promote responsible canine care to Boyne are citizens and visitors 
who will uphold the park’s rules. !
To respond to the needs of a significant portion of the Boyne area 
population for a vibrant, play location for pets. The Boyne City Dog 
Park is viewed as a canine complement to the town’s existing public 
parks. 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!
BACKGROUND !
The City of Boyne City organized a group comprised of city employees, 
members of the Parks and Recreation Committee and the Boyne City 
Commission, Scott Mackenzie and Michele Carter to research and 
develop a dog park in Boyne City with the goal of a May 1, 2014 start 
date. !
Understanding that property will be provided by the City along with 
some work in kind, the committee discussed possible locations based 
on availability of City owned land. 
The most viable locations investigated were as follows: (Fig. 1) 
• Avalanche Preserve 
• North Boyne 
• Industrial Park 
• Riverside Park off Spring Street 
• Former city dump off Old Horton Bay Road !
A Facebook post on the Boyne City Chamber of Commerce asked for 
public comment on a dog park.  Most posts were favorable.  Additional 
public comment was published in the Gazette. Responses published in 
the newspaper contained some opposing reactions with no trend. !
After public comment, a decision was made by the City to turn the 
project over to volunteers comprised of residents of Boyne City and 
surrounding communities.  Michele Carter and Scott Mackenzie were 
voted to co-chair the committee of 12 volunteers. The initiative and 
the process began with the first Boyne City Dog Park Committee 
(BCDPC) meeting taking place on November 21, 2013. (Fig. 2) !!
Scott Mackenzie was approached by the The Charlevoix Leadership 
group regarding their desire to participate in the development of the 
Boyne City Dog Park to which they can carry forward what they have 
learned to adjoining communities. They began working with the BCDPC 
in December. With enthusiasm and talent, they have volunteered on 
several sub-committees and have expressed interest in staying on 
board to see the project through to the grand opening, even after their 
semester ends in May. 
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PROJECT SUMMARY !
During the meeting on December 4, 2013 (Fig 3) the locations were 
narrowed  to two parcels.  The sites, Avalanche Preserve and North 
Boyne, each had two options (Fig 5). A BCDPC “property walk” was 
set  for Thursday December 12, 2013  to best evaluate and vote for 
the location. The walk was led by Andy Kovolski from the City with  
Lee Ekstrom, Michigan consulting forester, offering expertise based 
on  topography and trees. (Fig 6) !
During the following meeting on January 9, 2014, the committee 
discussed the properties' advantages and disadvantages.  A formal 
vote was carried by majority, with one dissenting vote, for the two lots 
off Ridge Road in the North Boyne location. (Fig. 7, 8, 9, 10) !
A meeting with Mike Cain was held on Tuesday January 14 to update 
him on the decision of the BCDPC for the lots at North Boyne.  
Following additional discussion on the proposed location,  Mike Cain 
asked BCDPC to submit two plans: 1) to include the use of both lots  
on either side of Ridge Road  2) to  utilize only the north side lot of 
Ridge Road. !
As a result of Cain’s request, Landscape Design and Site Plan  
sub-committee members, Michele Carter, Lee Ekstrom and Hilary 
Harrington (Leadership Charlevoix) began a preliminary site plan  
for presentation and discussion. 
(Fig. 11, 12, 13) 
!!
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!
NEEDS !
The BCDPC requests that both lots at North Boyne along Ridge Road 
be the designated location for the Boyne City Dog Park:  north side of 
Ridge Road (approximately 2.31 acres) and south side of Ridge Road 
(approximately 1.95 acres). !
•Close proximity to town 
•Open, dry and partially treed terrain 
•Easily fenced 
•Water and sewer accessible 
•Potential for expansion 
•Room for parking !!
METHODS !
BCDPC includes six sub-committees. (Fig. 14) 
• Landscape Design and Site Plan 
• Construction & Implementation 
• Rules & Regulations 
• Grant Writing 
• Fundraising 
• Public Relations !!
NEXT STEP !
The BCDPC will present a recommendation to Parks and Recreation 
concurrent with City Commission. !
On gaining approval, the six subcommittees will meet to research 
development costs, establish fundraising initiatives, research available 
grants, draft rules and regulations and begin a public relations 
campaign. !!!!
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!
EVALUATION !
Because the Boyne City Dog Park is the first of its kind in Boyne City 
and the surrounding communities, a complete evaluation is not 
possible at this time. However, the financial aspect of the Park will be 
investigated to determine annual operating budget and whether usage 
will be on a fee or no fee basis. The City of Boyne City's 
recommendation will be the deciding factor. Further, an evolving plan 
will emerge as usage is observed. !
A phased approach is planned based on costs and fundraising. !
Phase I 
• Soil prep and grass planting 
• Fence and gate installation 
• Parking 
• Dog waste and disposal stations 
• Water 
• Signage !
Phase II - not limited to 
• Shade pavilions 
• Landscaping additional trees 
• Bathroom facility 
• Lighting !!
Phase III 
• Agility equipment  !
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!
Fig 1. - CITY OWNED PROPERTY  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!
Fig. 2 

Boyne City Dog Park Committee 
Meeting Minutes – November 21, 2013 !

Members Present:  Michele Carter (co-chair), Scott MacKenzie (co-chair), Tom Neidhamer, 
Barb Brooks,Tammy Zahn, Gail Van Horn, Bob Perish, Mike Sheean, Rita Coe, Lynn Grove, 
Aleta Raney, Trish Wright (secretary) !
The meeting was called to order with welcoming remarks by Michele Carter at 4:35 pm at City 
Hall. 
Opening discussion included goals of the committee advisory group.  Carter identified need for 
members to form subcommittees. MacKenzie recapped initial plans of the informal steering 
committee meeting held earlier this year: location, Avalanche; implementation date, May 1, 
2014. The Dog Park committee is an advisory group expected to make recommendations to the 
City's Parks and Recreation Committee.  !
Brooks identified city properties available for dog park: Avalanche, Spring Street Boyne River 
frontage, and North Boyne property near city waste area.  Neidhamer pointed out Boyne River 
frontage was largely swampy and would have limited appropriate access to water.  Sheean added 
that Master Plan might be amended to accommodate need. Committee discussed sites including 
an alternative entrance to Avalanche property along Pleasant Avenue.  Members were asked to 
walk the properties before the next meeting.  Grove suggested using property donated to the 
Charlevoix Area Humane Society in the Industrial Park which could help the CAHS advertise 
dogs for adoption. !
Carter said four inch box, metal post and fence would suffice to delineate dog park area.  
Committee discussed public's access to a fee based park. Perish explained current use of the BC 
Little League field by dog owners who clean-up after their dogs. Brooks expressed the need to 
formulate a comprehensive plan for the City, to include costs for said plan and to fund raise. !
Preliminary committees were established: 
Rules & Policies:  Raney, Van Horn, MacKenzie, Carter 
Research:  Janine Warner, Zahn, Raney 
Construction &Implementation:  Neidhamer, Perish, Grove 
Fundraising: Marcia Newkirk, Coe, Grove, MacKenzie 
Public Relations: Perish, Carter, Raney, Janine Warner 
Parks & Recreation Liaison: Van Horn  !
Meeting adjourned at 5:45 pm.  Next meeting: December 4th at 4:30 pm at City Hall. !
Respectfully submitted, Trish Wright !
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Fig. 3 
Boyne City Dog Park Committee 

December 4, 2013  Meeting Minutes !
Members Present:  Michele Carter (co-chair), Scott MacKenzie (co-chair), Tammy Zahm,  
Tom Neidhamer, Aleta Runey, Gail VanHorn, Rita Coe, Lyn Grove, Janine Warner,  
Mike Sheean, Trish Wright     Guest:  Lee Ekstrom !
Carter called the meeting to order at 4:30.  The November Minutes were approved.  Lee Ekstrom 
was introduced to the group.  Ekstrom, a Boyne City resident, informed the committee of his 
career as a Michigan forester.  He has a working knowledge of the properties considered for the 
dog park and was a consultant for the City regarding the Master Plan for Avalanche.  Janine 
Warner was welcomed as a new member. Warner works for the city of Charlevoix. !
Carter reported on another City property on Old Horton Bay Road that might be available for a 
dog park.  Ekstrom said the property has old logging trails and a large open space; however, 
cutting trails is expensive.  Carter distributed photo copies she had taken of the area which  is 2.3 
miles out of the city limits.  Members then discussed the advantages and disadvantages of the 
three locations:  Avalanche, North Boyne and Old Horton Bay Road.  Neidhamer said the 
alternative entrance to Avalanche is narrow and used by snowmobilers.  Other remarks included: 

• Avalanche is less than an acre but could be expanded. 
• People will bring their dogs to Avalanche regardless of there being a dog park. 
• Avalanche is burdened with activities but might be suitable is another access is used. 
• North Boyne potentially offers a place to walk dogs on trails through the woods. 
• North Boyne property is wet in many areas and trails must be blazed by the 

committee. 
• Dog Park at North Boyne lessens the demand on Avalanche and provides dog owners 

another destination for recreation and socialization. 
• Old Horton Bay Rd. property has no city amenities, i.e. water or bathrooms. !

MacKenzie said the Boyne City Master Plan calls for more development in North Boyne area.   !
Members signed up for committees: 
Rules and Regulations: Michele Carter, Janine Warner 
Research:  Aleta Runey, Michele Carter, Tammy Zahm 
Construction and Implementation:  Lyn and Steve Grove, Rita Coe, Tom Neidhamer, Janine 
Warner 
Fundraising:  Marcia Newkirk, Rita Coe, Lyn Grove, Michele Carter 
Public Relations: Janine Warner, Scott MacKenzie, Trish Wright 
  
Committee members agreed to walk North Boyne as a group on Thursday, Dec. 12th at 10 p.m. 
Everyone will meet at the City Hall parking lot before the walk. 
Meeting adjourned.                                                               Respectfully submitted, Trish Wright!
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Fig. 4 - AVALANCHE SITE OVERVIEW 
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Fig. 5 - NORTH BOYNE OVERVIEW 
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Fig. 6 !
12-12-2013!!
Boyne City Dog Park Winter Tour!!
Attendees:!
Michele Carter!
Scott MacKenzie!
Trish Wright!
Tom Neidhamer!
Marcia Newkirk!
Aleta Raney!
Lee Eckstrom!
Andy Kovolski!
Barb Brooks!!
Charlevoix Leadership participants!
Patrick Patoka!
Hilary Harrington!!
Thursday morning the group met at City Hall parking lot and toured two areas at the North 
Boyne location and Avalanche.!!
North Boyne!
1. The concerns with most of North Boyne, including the north side of the property are 

excessive wetness/marshy topography and lots of water run off from the top of the hill 
washing downward. !!

2. Andy Kovolski then showed the group 2 additional parcels of North Boyne property that are 
easily accessed off Charlevoix Road to Ridge Road. (see attached map with black outline). 
Visitors would not have to access the property through the dump area, and views of the 
dump from this location are not visible. Both parcels provide open areas, dry terrain and 
may have potential for future expansion. Each parcel appears to be approximately 1.5+ 
acres and would be easy to fence and plenty of room for parking. !!

     Andy Kovolski and Barb Brooks are checking further into the exact boundaries, master plan!
     for the property and ownership of the adjacent lot. If you were unable to attend on Thursday, !
     please take a few moments to drive up and view this spot.!!!!!!!!!!!
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3. Avalanche - The group reviewed the dirt triangle at the base and walked into the wooded area !
    off to the right, identifying the entryway off Pleasant. Concerns are;!
! Triangle - !
! 1. Not enough room!
! 2. Debate over looking at fencing on the front side of the hill!
! 3. City access drive creates an issue for expansion!!
! Wooded area to the right!
! 1. Parking not going to be available off Pleasant due to residential homes and lack of !
! sufficient room.!
! 2. Tree removal!
! 3. Steep terrain entering off existing parking lot!
! 4. Water main pipe runs through the area and should it need servicing (rare possibility !
! but should be made aware), it would effect dog park would have to be shut down and !
! fencing removed temporarily.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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Fig. 7 !
Boyne City Dog Park Committee 

January 9, 2013  Meeting Minutes !
Members Present:  Michele Carter (co-chair), Scott Mackenzie (co-chair), Tammy Zahm,  
Tom Neidhamer, Gail Van Horn, Lyn Gove, Marcia Newkirk, Bob Perish, Trish Wright. 
Charlevoix County Leadership Team: Cindy Johnson Minkwic, JP Gerster, Chad Johnston,  
Patrick Patoka, Hilary Harrington.  !
Michele Carter called the meeting to order at 4 p.m. She summarized the property walk 
committee members made in December:   
 *   The property off Escape Street in North Boyne is considered undesirable by most  
members because of low, wet areas.   

• The North Boyne property off Addis Road presented more opportunities for 
expansion. 

The terrain is flat and dry. Water can easily be brought to the site for a drinking fountain  
and restroom facilities.   
 *    Avalanche is a popular destination and many would find it more accessible; however, 
a dog park may put stress on the area which has a high level of recreational activity.  The terrain 
is steep and paths would have to be made to expand beyond the one acre parcel at the bottom          
of the hill. 
  
Mackenzie urged members to consider the advantages and disadvantages of each property and to 
keep long range plans in mind before voting. Perish noted that 14 of the 16 people who 
occasionally use the Little League Field as a dog park preferred Avalanche.  Van Horn said many 
people do not want to use Avalanche because of its various uses.  Gove asked about the use of 
Rotary Park.  Van Horn said it is  not an option since Little League fields will be expanded there. 
Neidhamer presented the option of the former hockey rink area at Avalanche.  Members felt it 
was too small and too close to residences.  !
Mackenzie moved to recommend the North Boyne parcel, off Addis Road, to the City of Boyne 
City for a dog park.  Van Horn seconded.  The motion carried.   !
Gerster asked when presentations are due to the City.  Van Horn said the Parks and Recreation 
Committee wants a formal request for a specific site at their meeting on February 6th.  Neidhamer 
said the Boyne City Commissioners will be ready to execute the recommendations from the Dog 
Park Committee by May 1st.   !
The Design committee - Carter, Ekstrom, Harrington – will meet soon to begin renderings.  
Carter will meet with Michael Cain, City Manager, for additional information regarding the 
City's intentions for the North Boyne property. 
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!
Members identified specific subcommittees on which they will work. They will receive 
delineated tasks by email.  The next meeting will follow the Parks and Recreation presentation.  
Members will be notified via email. !
Respectfully submitted, 
Trish Wright!
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Fig. 8 - PROPOSED LOTS AT NORTH BOYNE  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!
Fig. 9 - BLUE LINES INDICATE WATER, RED LINE IS SEWER"
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Fig. 10 - SITE PLAN WITH DIMENSIONS AND EXISTING TREES 

!
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!
Fig. 11 - SITE PLAN CONCEPT 1, OPTION A 
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!
Fig. 12 - SITE PLAN CONCEPT 1, OPTION B 
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Fig. 13 - SITE PLAN CONCEPT 2 
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Fig. 14 !
BOYNE CITY DOG PARK SUB COMMITTEES"!
LANDSCAPE DESIGN AND SITE PLAN!
! Michele Carter!
! Hilary Harrington - Leadership Group!
! Lee Ekstrom - Consultant!!
! Create preliminary layout of site plan for committee review and presentations!!
PRESENTATION TO PARKS AND REC, AND CITY COMMISSION!
! Michele Carter!
! Trish Wright!
! Scott MacKenzie!!
 • write presentation!
 • create handouts!
 • create graphic boards!
 • create PowerPoint!!
CONSTRUCTION & IMPLEMENTATION!
! Bob Perish!
! Lynn Gove!
! Rita Coe!
! Aleta Runey!
! Tom Neidhamer!
! Michele Carter!
! Hilary Harrington - Leadership group!
Patrick Patoka - Leadership group!
Lee Ekstrom - Consultant!
Andy Kovolski - City representative  !
• price fencing including installation!
• Infrastructure planning and pricing!
! - water fountains/feature!
! - soil, grass, trees!
! - irrigation!
! - hard scapes!
! - lighting!
! - parking lot!
! - roads!
! - sewer/septic for bathrooms!
• picnic table(s) and shade pavillion!
• trash/recycling containers!
• poop bag dispensers!
• optional agility and/or play equipment!
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!
RULES & REGULATIONS!
! Tom Neidhamer !
! Gail VanHorn!
! Janine Warner!
! Aleta Runey!
! !
 • Draft rules and regulations to be used on handouts, website and signage!
 • fee with options vs. no fee, pros and cons !!!
GRANT WRITING!
! Scott MacKenzie!
! Trish Wright!!
 • Seek out and submit!!
FUNDRAISING!
! Marcia Newkirk!
! Trish Wright!
! Tammy Zahm!
! Rita Coe!
! Lynn Gove!!
 • plan and organize kick off party/event!
 • create additional initiatives for raising funds!
 • get sponsors!!
PUBLIC RELATIONS!
! Trish Wright!
! Tammy Zahm!
! Janine Warner!
! Scott MacKenzie!!
 • name for the dog park - run a contest for community to submit names!
 • write and execute press releases!
 • speak to clubs and organizations to glean support, awareness and financial ! !
!    contributions!!!
! !
!  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!!
! Respectfully submitted, 
 Boyne City Dog Park Committee


