
 
 
 
 

Meeting of the  
BOYNE CITY 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
Thursday, November 7, 2013 

 6:00 p.m. at City Hall 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER Scan QR code or go to 
www.cityofboynecity.com 

click on boards & 
commissions for complete 
agenda packets & minutes 

for each board 

 

2. ROLL CALL 
 A.  Absences 

          

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. Approval of the October 3, 2013 meeting minutes 

 

4. CITIZENS COMMENTS (non-agenda items – limit to 5 minutes) 
 

5. DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

7. REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND STANDING COMMITTEES 
A. Park Inspection Reports 

• All Parks / Road End Access Sites 
• Disc Golf Update 

  
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Tree Removals at Avalanche - face of the hill  
B. Trail Town meeting follow-up discussion 

 

9. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Dog Park – Advisory Committee Review of Applications and Member Appointments 
B. Downtown Skating Rink / Ice Pole Placement 

 

10. GOOD OF THE ORDER 
 

11. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
A. Next regular meeting is schedule for December 5, 2013 at City Hall 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services in order to participate in municipal meetings may contact 
Boyne City Hall for assistance: 

Cindy Grice, City Clerk, 319 North Lake Street, Boyne City, Michigan  49712     (231) 582-0334 

 



Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services in order to participate in municipal meetings may contact 
Boyne City Hall for assistance: 

Cindy Grice, City Clerk, 319 North Lake Street, Boyne City, Michigan  49712     (231) 582-0334 

 

 
ATTENDANCE RECORD 

Parks & Recreation Commission 
FY 2013– 2014 

 
 

 
Member May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April 

Bowman, Jo --- P P P P P       

Kuhn, Bill P P P P P P       

Meeder, Heath P P P P P P       

Parish, Darryl P P P A P P       

Sheean, Mike P P P P P E       

Sheets, Marie P P P P P P       

Swift, Jerry P P E P P P       

VanHorn, Gail P P P P P P       

 
P=Present 
A=Absent 
E=Excused 
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Approved:   _________________ 
 
 

MEETING OF  
OCTOBER 3, 2013 
 

RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR BOYNE CITY 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD AT 
6:00 P.M. AT CITY HALL ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2013. 

 
CALL TO ORDER Meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Swift at 6:00 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
 
 
 
MEETING  
ATTENDANCE 
 
 
 
MOTION 

Present: Jo Bowman, Bill Kuhn, Heath Meeder, Darryl Parish, Marie 
Sheets, Jerry Swift and Gail Van Horn 

 

Absent: Mike Sheean 
 
City Staff: Streets/Parks & Recreation Superintendent Andy Kovolski 
and Recording Secretary Barb Brooks 
 

Public Present: Three 
 
Excused Absence(s):  Kuhn moved, Sheets seconded, PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY to excuse the absence of Chair Sheean due to family 
medical reasons. 

 
 

APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES 
MOTION 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS  
 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 

 
Bowman moved, Meeder seconded, PASSED UNANIMOUSLY, a 
motion to approve the September 5, 2013 meeting minutes as presented. 

 
None 

 
Kovolski reported the following: 

• Parks buildings/facilities are being closed down and winterized 
• Irrigation bids are currently out for Veterans Park between State 

St. and the river.  It will be bid for spring installation. 
• Individuals that vandalized the fountain in Old City Park and the 

bathrooms at the river mouth were caught and are performing 
community service at the locations vandalized. 

 
Email from Forest Omland regarding disc golf – will be discussed 
during the disc golf report on the agenda. 
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REPORTS OF 
OFFICERS, BOARDS 
AND STANDING 
COMMITTEES 
 
Park Inspections 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disc Golf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS 
Avalanche Signage 
 
 
 
 
Tree Removal 
Maintenance 
 
 
 
 
 
Dog Park 
 
 
 
 

Avalanche – Kuhn reported that the new archery targets are in.  They 
were installed by board member Kuhn and volunteer Mark Fruge.  Mr. 
Bernie Hess from Boyne Falls was the first to utilize the new targets and 
stated he would like to get more involved with forming a club and 
volunteering to care for range.  A few of the old targets are at Mr. 
Fruge’s house; he will be trying to repair/refurbish them for use over 
the winter. 
 
Other board members commented on how good things at Avalanche 
were looking in general. 
 
Due to personal reasons, Forest Omland will be withdrawing from the 
club and will not be an active member.  He informed the board via 
email that club president Jason McCary will be the lead, attending board 
meetings and giving updates.  Omland also stated that he has enjoyed 
his involvement with the board and it has been a positive experience. 
 
McCary thanked the board for their support throughout the summer 
season getting things back in shape.  He also showed a sample of the 
signage that is proposed for the tee boxes on the course.  They will be 
made of pine board, routered to be dimensional and painted.  They will 
be fairly inexpensive to produce and can be replaced when necessary.  
Wiltjer talked about the tournament scheduled for October 19 and that 
they are expecting decent participation and are pretty excited about it.  
The board also inquired about where the club was at with the tee boxes.  
McCary and Wiltjer stated they were still experimenting with various 
materials but what they have is working for now. 

 
 

 
Final design of the signage with map, verbiage, cost proposal, etc were 
submitted by The Wood Shop.  The board took a reviewed them and 
because the nothing had changed, they stood by their motion made on 
April 11, 2013 to move forward and present it to the City Commission. 
 
Face of the hill – There has been a lack of cooperation from the initial 
contractor.  Andy will be meeting with a new contractor on pricing and 
hopes to move the project along.   
Trail maintenance - City staff has been working on this and will 
continue as time allows. 
 
Interested parties and City staff met to further discuss the concept of a 
dog park.  They took a look at location options, finances and committee 
organization.  Kovolski presented a map of Avalanche with the 
proposed location outlined.  Kovolski explained how the location was 
came about, some of the benefits of the location and stated that the next 
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MOTION 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Trail Town Meeting 
Proposal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
**MOTION 
 
 
 

step is to present the concept to the City Commission for their consent to 
have a committee explore the opportunity further and present their 
findings and recommendations.  The board discussed the proximity of 
the proposed fenced area to the sledding hill and walking path leading 
to the steps and why other locations on City owned property might not 
be a good fit.  Kovolski also informed the board that there are citizens 
who have committed to raising the necessary funds associated with this 
project. 
 
Swift moved, Parish seconded, PASSED UNANIMOUSLY to 
recommend the City Commission explores the concept of a dog park at 
the proposed location, allow the formation of a citizens group and seek 
public input. 

 
 
Discussion regarding potential upcoming dates to hold a joint “Trail 
Town” meeting with the Main Street board, City staff and other 
interested entities.  A presenter will talk more about the designation and 
the benefits of becoming a Tail Town.  Main Street Manager Hugh 
Conklin will contact the Trail Town presenter and work with both 
boards to come up with a date and time that works for the majority.  
Information will be provides as it develops. 

 
 
The next regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board is 
scheduled for Thursday November 7, 2013 at 6 pm at City Hall. 
 
 The October 3, 2013 meeting of the Parks and Recreation board was 
adjourned at 6:37 p.m.  Moved by Sheets, seconded by Bowman, 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
 
                                                         _________________________________ 
                                                         Barb Brooks,  Recording Secretary 

 



City of Boyne City       MEMO 
 
 
 
 
 

Date:  November 4, 2013 
 
To:  Parks and Recreation Commission 
 
From:  Michael Cain, City Manager 
 
Subject: Sunset Park Winter Usage 
 
Café Santé has expressed interest in sponsoring an ice skating rink to be constructed in Sunset Park again this 
upcoming winter, as it has been for the last two.  They have another fund raiser for the rink scheduled for later 
this month and are lining up people to maintain it.  There have been no serious problems that I am aware of with 
the rink in this location although some have questioned how much it has been used. 
 
In talking to people I have received mixed opinions in whether the ice rink should return or whether we should 
go back to the ice pole that was there for several years before the ice rink.  Given the limited area in Sunset Park 
where the ice rink can be set up due to the grade of the land, we have not found an acceptable layout where both 
the ice rink and the ice pole could be accommodated at the same time on that site.   
 
In talking to our Water/Wastewater Department on this matter it was indicated that if we want to back to the ice 
pole it would be better to do it for next winter due to the amount of work that would need to be done.  The last 
time the Ice Pole was there and removed it has swollen so much it took the sleeve that was under the ground 
with it.  It would be better to put those pieces back together in the spring or summer if we wish to resume an ice 
Pole at that site. 
 
The costs to the City to help with the rink have been minimal.  The water, power for the lights and bringing 
some picnic tables to the site.  We have also informed staff up at the Avalanche warming house that people can 
check out skates to use at the Sunset rink as well. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That a recommendation be made to the Boyne City City Commission that the request 
of Café Santé to operate an ice rink at Sunset Park for the 2013-14 winter season be granted with the Park and 
Recreation Board to begin discussions on future winter uses of Sunset Park at it’s May 2014 meeting.   
 
Options: 
a) Postpone this matter for further consideration or information. 
 
b) Have no items in Sunset Park this winter. 
 
c) Pursue erecting the Ice Pole for this winter. 
 
d) Other options as determined by the Commission 
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Date:  November 4, 2013 
 
To:  Parks and Recreation Commission 
 
From:  Michael Cain, City Manager 
 
Subject: Dog Park Subcommittee Membership 
 
As you are aware the Parks and Recreation Commission has been researching the possibility of establishing a 
public Dog Park area within the City for some time now.  This concept has gotten further traction lately when 
the matter was formally introduced to the City Commission at their October 8th meeting.  A copy of Andy’s 
memo on that subject is attached.  Public reaction to the concept of a Dog Park since that meeting seems to have 
been generally favorable.  A Dog Park is envisioned as a potential tool to encourage people from outside the 
City proper to visit Boyne City, and hopefully do business here as well. 
 
The subcommittee that has been meeting on this subject felt that it would be beneficial to have a broader 
segment of the community prepare, with public input, more detailed recommendations to the Park and 
Recreation Commission and the City Commission for future consideration. It has also been anticipated by the 
existing subcommittee that with the exception of providing space to set up a Dog Park and some minor in-kind 
support services from City personnel, the funds to develop this project would come from fundraising.   
 
A press release was issued soliciting people interested in serving on a subcommittee looking into a Dog Park.  
This subcommittee would serve under and make recommendations to the Park and Recreation Commission, 
who in turn would make recommendations for the City Commission to consider.  The applications for the 
subcommittee were due Monday, October 28th at noon. 
 
11 applications were received by the due date and 3 more have been received since then.  All the applications 
are attached for your review and information.  The ones that came in after the deadline are marked with an ”L” 
in the top right hand corner.  I am very pleased by the quantity and quality of the applications received.  In 
addition to those who submitted applications the existing subcommittee planned on the future group receiving 
staff support and coordination from Andy and Barb. 
 
6 of the 14 applications received were from City residents, although it should be noted that several more of the 
applicants own property or are associated with businesses in the City.  I do not see that residency should be an 
issue for membership on this subcommittee since as it will be making recommendations to the Park and 
Recreation Commission and ultimately the City Commission.  
 
Of all the applications received 13 people expressed an interest in serving on the Advisory Committee, 6 on 
fund raising, 5 on research, 8 on implementation and 7 on public relations.  A chart showing all of the 
applicants expressed areas of interest is attached.  Personally I am a bit concerned that a 13 or 14 member sub-
committee may be too large to function effectively.  I think an approximate size of 7 would be more effective, 
including a representative of the City Commission, 1 or 2 members of the Parks and Recreation Commission 
and the remaining community members at large.  I would also recommend that the remaining applicants are all 
utilized on the subcommittees.  It would not be beneficial to have too many members of the Park and 
Recreation Commission since all this will need to come before them for official action.  I see the Advisory 
Committee as the overall leadership group on all aspects of the Dog Park topic which will make an informed 



recommendation to the Park and Recreation Commission.   
 
With the applications and the chart of interests in your possession I believe it is both possible and desirable for 
the Park and Recreation Commission, as a group, to establish the membership of the Advisory Committee, 
preferably consisting of about 7 members.    
 
Once established I would recommend that your Chairperson Michael Sheean officiate the first meeting of the 
Advisory Committee, until they choose their own Chairperson.  From there the Advisory Committee would then 
determine the membership of each of its subcommittees.  I would also suggest that each subcommittee have a 
representative on, or one that at the very least attends, each of the Advisory Committee meetings so there is 
good communications back and forth and so that everyone remains on the same page.   Once the leadership of 
the Advisory Committee is in place and operating I would suggest that Chairman Sheean step back from the 
Dog Park subcommittee processes unless matters arise that the groups can not resolve themselves.  I also plan 
to step back at this point, but remain available to assist if the need arises or is requested by the sub-committee. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Park and Recreation Commission establish a Dog Park subcommittee and 
appoint the Advisory Committee’s membership of approximately 7 members based on the applications received 
to date and then direct it to then lead all the sub-groups it determines to be necessary for the purpose of carrying 
out its function of creating a plan for a viable Dog Park in Boyne City, as generally outlined above, with such 
recommendations necessary to do so to be presented to the Park and Recreation Commission by its February 
2014 meeting and furthermore that the remaining applicants, along with any other parties determined beneficial, 
should be used within the sub-groups based on their talents and interest. 
 
 
Options: 
 
a) Postpone this matter for further consideration or information. 
 
b) Bring all applicants together and allow them to elect their own committee of approximately 7 and form sub-
groups.  
  
c) Do not authorize a Dog Park subcommittee working under the Park and Recreation Commission. 
 
d) Other options as determined by the Park and Recreation Commission. 
 



 
 Advisory 

Committee 
Fund-raising Research Public 

Relations 
Implementation 
Construction 

Trish Wright *   *  
Cindi Malin *    * 
Mike Sheean *     
Michele Carter * * * * * 
Tom Neidhamer *     
Marcia Newkirk * *    
Robert Perish *   * * 
Janine Warner *  * * * 
Heath Meeder *     
Gail VanHorn * * * * * 
Scott MacKenzie * * * * * 
      
L - Rita Coe * *    
L - Lynn Grove * *   * 
L - Tammy Zahn   * * * 
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