
Regular City Hall Hours
Monday through Friday, 7:30am-4:30 pm

Holiday Hours
City o�ces will be closed on the 
following dates:
Thursday and Friday, December 24th 
and 25th for Christmas
Thursday and Friday, December 31st
and January 1st for New Years
Friday April 2nd (1/2 day) for Good Friday
Monday May 31st for Memorial Day

Property Tax Due
Winter property taxes are due without 
penalty on Monday, February 15, 2021.
To avoid a last minute mistake or extra 
costs, pay early. All payments left in 
the drop box located outside in the 
boulevard, on the south side of city hall 
after 4:30 p.m. on the 15th or with a 
Post O�ce post mark after that date, 
will be considered late.  

The last day for tax collection will be 
Monday, March 1, 2021; all unpaid taxes 
will be turned over to the county treasurer 
on Tuesday, March 2, 2021. 

Payments
You may make payments after hours in 
the drop box located in the boulevard on 
the south side of city hall. Please be sure 
that your payment is in an envelope. 
Regular due dates and times apply. 

Payment Options
Available to all customers

Checks/Cash No fee.  

Debit & Credit Card  3% fee with a 
$2 minimum. 

E-Checks  $3 fee up to $10,000; 
$10 fee over $10,000.

Direct Debit No charge – only from 
checking/savings accounts. This is 
available for water/sewer billing only.

Night Drop Box Located across from 
city hall entrance.

Online services Available for water/ 
sewer and tax payments. Visit 
cityofboynecity.com.  

 

Winter 2021

35 Years, 4 Months and 2 Days: Thank you Cindy!

Fire Department
The Boyne City Fire Department would like to thank 
the community for their continued support. Over this 
past year, due to fundraising e�orts and generous 
donations from community members, the �re 
department was able to purchase an all-terrain utility 
vehicle, two snowmobiles and two trailers—all with 
no burden on our tax payers. Already and on more 
than one occasion, we have used the ATV for rescues 
at Avalanche Preserve making this a smart investment 
giving emergency medical personal quicker access to 
patients in need of emergency care.  

We are looking forward to the return of our Annual 
Car Show/Flea Market and the Annual Country Music 
Show next year in a post-COVID world. Those events 

are the �re department’s major fundraisers. The Boyne 
City Fire�ghters Association is set-up as a 501(c)3 
whereby we can accept tax deductible donations. 
Those donations go directly to equipment purchases 
and supporting �re department operations. Anyone 
wishing to make a tax deductible donation can contact 
the Fire Chief, Dennis Amesbury at 231-582-3642.

Last, we would like to remind you to CHECK THOSE 
SMOKE ALARMS.  Smoke alarms save lives. Test alarms 
on a monthly basis. Change the batteries at least once 
a year. Finally, smoke detectors do not last forever. You 
should replace smoke alarms every 10 years (see the 
manufacturer’s manual). Be safe!  

Police Department
It is with hopefulness and a certain amount of 
trepidation that we approach the end of 2020. 
What a year it has been!

As we welcome in the cold and snow we want to 
take a few minutes to remind everyone of a few winter 
safety items.

We will all again be clearing our driveways, please 
remember not to push or blow your snow into the 
roadways, and also to keep piles of snow at the end 
of the driveways at a level where they are not 
obstructing vision.

Once the snow �ies, the DPW will be working hard 
to keep the streets and sidewalks clear of snow. The no 
parking on city streets between 2am-6am ordinance 
will again be enforced to help them keep us all safe.  
Cars left in the street during this time may be ticketed 

and/or towed. Overnight parking is available in the 
municipal lots in town.

Snowmobiles will be returning, please everyone be 
mindful of one another. Snowmobiles are permitted 
to drive on the far right hand side of most streets. 
While riding in the city limits, snowmobiles are required 
to obey all tra�c signals, signs and regulations.  
Snowmobiles are not allowed to operate on Lake St 
from Main St to Water St; on Water St from Lake St to 
East St; and on Boyne Ave from East St to Division St.

We all know that Michigan weather can change on 
a dime, so please allow a little more time to get where 
we are going in the winter months, and remember to 
slow down for the road conditions.
If you have any questions, please call 582-6611.

(231) 582-6597  |  cityofboynecity.com

Water/Wastewater 
Department
The Water Department thanks
those who have �lled out the 
questionnaire that was sent out with 
tax bills to help us determine service 
line materials. The response was 
tremendous. If you have not �lled 
one out yet, the form can be picked 
up at City Hall or you can contact 
mfowler@boynecity.com and he will 
email you one.

We are requesting any homeowners 
who are receiving estimated bills or 
have the old badger type meters to 
contact City Hall at 582-6597 to 
schedule an appointment to have a 
new radio read meter installed for free.

Reminder: Winterize 
Your Pipes
The Boyne City Water Department 
would like to remind all home owners 
that now is a good time to prepare 
your home for the upcoming cold 
weather. We have seen an increase in 
frozen pipes and water damage in the 
past couple of years so we hope this 
reminder will keep you prepared for 
the winter months ahead. Also if you 
are leaving for the winter or have a 
vacation home it is always a good idea 
to have someone check on your home 
to be sure all is well.  
 

Friday, January 15, 2021 is a landmark day for both the 
City of Boyne City and City Clerk / Treasurer Cindy Grice.  
That is the day Cindy retires. She began working for 
Boyne City on September 3, 1985 as an accounting 
clerk, and with her skills and personality has steadily 
progressed through the ranks of the City. In 1989 she 
became the City’s billing secretary. In 1991 she added 
the position of deputy treasurer to her duties. On 
August 5, 1995 Cindy was again promoted, this time 
being appointed as the City’s treasurer. In May of 2005 
another full level of responsibilities for city clerk was 
added and she became our city clerk/treasurer.  

In her typical understated style, Cindy took on her 
additional duties like she takes on all of her 
responsibilities, with an eye for professionalism, 
accuracy and customer service. She supervises three 
other employees and handles the City’s �nances, tax 
collections, elections, personnel matter, cemeteries and 
much, much more. Under Cindy’s leadership the City, 
since 2016, has earned the Government Finance 
O�cers Association’s Certi�cate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting annually, an 
achievement only a small percentage of governments 
across the country have earned.   

In its history, the City has been blessed to have a 
number of long-term employees serving the public. 
Cindy has been one of the longest. Her warmth, 
professionalism, determination, positive attitude and 
friendship will be missed by her co-workers and the 
public.

Being born and raised in Boyne Falls and having raised 
her family in Boyne City, Cindy and her husband Ed plan 
on remaining in the area. She has even o�ered to help 
work future elections. An o�er we will be glad to accept!

We sincerely thank Cindy for the outstanding job she 
has done for Boyne City during her entire career here 
and wish her a very long and enjoyable retirement!

If conditions in January allow, an Open House will be 
held in honor of Cindy’s service and retirement. Please 
watch local media and City website for more details 
after the �rst of the year.

All for the Little Ones
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The Mitten Tree

The city hall Christmas tree will once again be decorated 
with hats and mittens. Please bring mittens, gloves and 
hats for children of all ages to city hall. 

TOYS FOR TOTS
We will also have a TOYS FOR TOTS collection box. All 
donations will be taken to the Boyne Area Community 
Christmas to be added to the Christmas baskets.



In case you hadn’t noticed 2020 was a very busy year 
for elections. In Boyne City there were four elections 
this year. In March there was the Presidential Primary. 
In May school issues were on the ballot. August held 
the Primary  election. And of course, the General 
election was held on November 3 with everything 
from the election of the President to proposed 
Michigan constitutional amendments. But this was 
far from an ordinary year. Extra precautions to protect 
the health of the public and the election workers 
from the risk of COVID were taken. Much more time 
and additional labor was required to process the 
much greater volume of absentee ballots requested 
and returned. New procedures were put in place to 
allow for the previously voter approved same day 
registration and voting. All this was done in a way 
to insure safe and accurate voting consistent with 
applicable laws and court rulings. It is important to 
note that while the speci�c rules on conducting 
elections are created in Washington DC, Lansing 
and courthouses across the country the people 
implementing them here in Boyne City are your 
friends and neighbors. Each and every one of them 
has been trained and is committed to holding honest 
and transparent elections. Boyne City has a great 
record on the accuracy of its elections, as do most 
jurisdictions. Hats o� to all the women and men that 
put in the long hours and go the extra mile to help 
insure your right to vote and that your vote counts!    

Elections a Go-Go! Snowplowing
A few reminders and tips to help 
keep the public and our plow 
drivers safe:

Don’t follow too closely behind the
plow trucks. They do stop and back up
while clearing hills and intersections

Don’t allow pets or children to play on
or in snow piles by the road edge. Our
big trucks can’t stop fast if they should
slip out into the road in front of them.

To reduce the amount of snow thrown
up onto your driveway from the plow
trucks, please remove some of the
accumulated snow along the
boulevard edge from the direction 
the plow truck comes from.

Please do not plow or blow snow into
or across the road

Sidewalk 
Snowplowing
The City does plow certain sidewalks 
each winter in order to provide for 
safe routes to our schools and public 
facilities. Check out the sidewalk 
plowing route map on the city website. 
It’s the responsibility of all property 
owners to clear the ice and snow 
from sidewalks.

Planning Department
Lakeview Village Expansion
In August 2019 Lakeview Village received plan approval 
for a proposed expansion of 22 new sites. After issues 
arose with the redevelopment of their property along 
Lake Street due to previous contamination issues, a new 
plan was developed and submitted to the Planning 
Commission for review in the summer of 2020. The 
contaminated site that had been previously remediated 
is located on the corner of N Lake Street and Lakeview 
Drive. While it did not pose a hazard as it is used 
currently, there were concerns in regards to placing 
homes in this area that could lead to long term 
exposures from the collection and concentration of 
hazardous materials over time in enclosed spaces. With 
additional remediation measures and monitoring in 
accordance with due care plans approved by the State of 
Michigan, the expansion plan was redesigned to 
incorporate nonresidential uses in this area which 
included a new community building, maintenance 
facility and activity areas. With these revisions the new 
plan proposed 19 additional sites which would increase 
the total number of total sites at the park to 170. Of the 
19 new sites 14 of the units will be located along Park St 
side of the park and 5 of the units will be located on the 
Lake St side. Construction on the community center 

started in the fall of 2020 and it is anticipated that the 
construction of the additional sites will commence in the 
spring of 2021. 

Adoption of Property Maintenance Code
Over the past few years the City has reviewed and 
discussed a City property maintenance code and this fall 
the City Commission adopted the International Property 
Maintenance Code (IPMC) which became e�ective on 
September 29, 2020. The IPMC was developed with the 
speci�c purpose to secure public health safety and 
welfare by establishing minimum standards for 
structures and premises. The items addressed by the 
IPMC are wide ranging and comprehensive, and not all 
violations could be considered a threat to public health 
safety and welfare. One of the primary concerns that was 
expressed during the adoption of the IPMC was how it 
will be enforced and the potential for overzealous 
enforcement. This is an understandable concern and to 
make sure the ordinance is administered to only address 
issues that are threats to public health, safety and 
welfare, the City Commission also adopted an 
enforcement policy to insure the ordinance is enforced 
as intended. 

Winter Activities
at Avalanche Park
Get out and enjoy: Ice skating, 
sledding, snow shoeing and disc golf

On designated trails only, we o�er:
Cross country skiing, snowmobiling 
and mountain biking 

Winter activities are allowed, weather 
permitting, during regular park hours 
(note, the park closes at 10:30 pm); 
however, there is no supervision for 
sledding and ice skating outside of the 
regular hours of the warming house on 
Monday through Friday 4 -9 pm and 
on Saturday and Sunday 11 am - 9 pm. 
Weekend hours observed during holidays 
when local schools are not in session.

Generally weather conditions allow us to 
be open by winter break. For information 
or to hear an updated weather report, 
call City Hall at 582-6597. Our outdoor 
skating rink is completely weather 
dependent and availability may vary.

Loaner ice skates and sleds are 
available free of charge. New or used 
skate and sled donations are always 
appreciated, and can be dropped o� at 
the warming house during hours of 
operation or at City Hall. 

Trail maps are available at the warming 
house, City Hall, Boyne Area Chamber 
or online at cityofboynecity.com 
(look on the City Government side 
under parks). Let the snow begin!
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Boyne City named
Great American 
Main Street 
Award Winner!

2020 will not be a year that it is soon forgotten, 
although many of us may wish we could. COVID-19 has 
touched each and every one of our lives, in one way 
or another. Fortunately, for us in Boyne City, the direct 
health impact on people in our community has been 
relatively light compared to some other nearby 
communities or other parts of the state and the nation.  
We are however mindful of all those who have become 
sick or died from this terrible virus. In addition to 
COVID, as this is written in October, we have also been 
dealing with other factors which have made this an 
interesting year such as political tensions leading up to 
the November 3rd election and high water levels on 
our lakes, rivers and even lands. Despite all of this, the 
work and progress of your Boyne City government 
continues to move forward. Roads were paved, trails 
were built, the Pavilion was completed, parks were 
improved, and all the day to day operations of your 
local government like providing fresh water, sanitary 
sewage treatment, Police, Fire and EMS serve continued 
without skipping a beat. Those who could work 

remotely did so while extra precautions were taken for 
those who couldn’t.  

Much like each of you have had to change things in 
your live, homes and businesses we have as well. City 
Hall reopened to the public in July. We held our �rst in- 
person City Commission meeting since March 
in October. We still have some employees working 
remotely. You saw the City working with businesses to 
try and provide additional spaces and ways to do their 
business in as safe a manner as possible. And the results 
have paid o�. Because of the e�orts of everyone in our 
community there has been no major COVID spike in 
Boyne City so far and many businesses have reported 
an overall strong, but very di�erent, year.  

Like we were at the beginning of summer, we don’t 
know what this winter holds for us. What we do know 
is that by continuing to work together, by remaining 
�exible, and seeking positive solutions, we will achieve 
what the Boyne community frequently does, we will 
not only survive but we will thrive. That’s what make us 
Boyne Tough!

Boyne Tough — 2020

Boyne City Main Street has been named a 2020 
winner of the Great American Main Street Award! 
This award is the highest honor a Main Street 
community can receive, and is given to three 
communities nationwide each year by the National 
Main Street Center (Main Street America). Boyne City 
Main Street began in 2003 as one of the �rst 
communities in the State of Michigan to adopt the 
Main Street approach to downtown development. 
Boyne City was also the �rst community in the state 
to be both Michigan Main Street and Redevelopment 
Ready Community certi�ed by the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation. Today, Boyne City Main 
Street coordinates signature downtown 
events including Stroll the Streets and 
Boyne Thunder, among many others, 
assists in business recruitment 
and retention, and focuses on 
making downtown an overall 
great place to be. 

For more information, visit 
boynecitymainstreet.com or 
follow Boyne City Main Street 
on Facebook or Instagram.  


