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Approved:    
 

MEETING OF  
JANUARY 7, 2016 
 

RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE REGULAR BOYNE CITY 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD AT 
6:00 P.M. AT CITY HALL ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 7, 2016. 

 
CALL TO ORDER Meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Swift at 6:02 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
 
 
MEETING  
ATTENDANCE 

Present: Jerry Swift, Heath Meeder, Patrick Patoka and Marie Sheets  
 

Absent: Mike Sheean, Darryl Parish and Jo Bowman (arrived at 6:09)  
 

City Staff: Streets/Parks & Recreation Superintendent Andy Kovolski 
and Recording Secretary Barb Brooks  

 

Public Present:  Nine 
 

 
 

APPROVAL OF 
MINUTES **MOTION 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS  
(on non-agenda items) 

 
 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
REPORTS OF 
OFFICERS, BOARDS 
AND STANDING 
COMMITTEES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeder moved, Sheets seconded, PASSED UNANIMOUSLY, a 
motion approving the December 3, 2015 meeting minutes as presented. 

 
Michelle Cortright asked the board to consider new signage for 
Avalanche as a possible project for the Charlevoix County Parks Millage 
Allocation. Kovolski informed the board that the City would be 
applying for funds for other projects. 

 
Kovolski reported the warming house is open at Avalanche and there is 
enough snow for sledding but the temperatures have not been 
consistently cold enough to make ice for the rink.  Staff will start 
working on it as soon as the weather cooperates.  Kovolski reminded the 
board that we are going into budget season. 

 
The board received a thank you card form the dog park users (human 
and canine) for the outstanding park facility that has been created.  It is 
well used and much appreciated. 

 
Park Inspection Reports –  

 There are more trees down on the trail at Avalanche due to the 
recent wind.  It was also reported that there is a tree down on the 
Boyne River Nature Trail. 

 Disc Golf Update – None 

 Trail(s) Update (Board Chair Sheean) – None   

 Veterans Park Play Structure – Woodchips have been removed, 
the structure will be sealed in the spring and we will perform 
continued testing. 
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UNFINIHSED 
BUSINESS 
 
Avalanche Inventory 
and Management Plan 
 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Born Learning Trail 
Proposal from 
Leadership Charlevoix 
County Participants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
**MOTION 
 
 
 
 
M Parks PILOT 
Program 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Richard Deuell gave a presentation and overview of the Avalanche 
Inventory and Management Plan he conducted.  The plan identifies the 
natural resources that can be found and discusses options to preserve, 
care for and improve those resources.  No action was taken on the 
Inventory and Management Plan but it will be given further discussion 
and consideration at future meetings. 

 
 
Members of the Leadership Charlevoix County (LCC) program (Charity 
Gee, Jennifer McAndrew, Kim MacNaughton, John Cool, Liane 
Hangerman, Molly Hauxwell-Currier & Barb Brooks) presented a 
proposal to install a “Born Learning” trail at Rotary Park.  The project is 
a joint effort between LCC and Char-Em United Way.  Born Learning 
trails are geared towards early childhood education, providing a 
learning opportunity for caregivers to share with young children in an 
outdoor setting.  The LCC participants considered many locations in the 
community and felt that Rotary Park provided the best fit; a place where 
families currently gather with their kids, a natural setting and an 
abandoned trail that could be repurposed.  Board discussion: The board 
inquired as to the amount of maintenance for the project and discussed 
possible expansion of playing fields.  LCC members stated that there 
would be little maintenance, maybe some annual brush clearing for the 
path, touch up paint and replace signage as needed. They added that it 
was possible to coordinate with United Way during their volunteer day 
of caring might be a good fit to address some of the maintenance.  Also 
the project would be designed to be somewhat portable in case it ever 
had to be moved.  The general consensus of the board was that it was a 
good project and Rotary Park seemed like a good fit. 
Patoka Moved, Bowman Seconded, PASSED UNANIMOUSLY to 
recommend that City Commission consider the installation of the Born 
Learning Trail at Rotary Park and for the LCC participants work with 
City staff to implement the project. 
 
M Parks, formerly know and the Michigan Recreation & Park 
Association (MRPA) has selected Boyne City to participate in program 
named “Building Health Communities” to measure the effects of 
recreation on children and seniors through a pilot program being rolled 
out throughout Michigan.  M Parks will provide the financial backing to 
institute the program, provide support throughout and provide funds to 
make improvements to the park the program is based in.  Kovolski 
stated that staff recommends approving this and park locations being 
discussed were Rotary Park and the area around the 1910 Waterworks 
building and south towards Avalanche; those are details that can be 
worked out later.  The general consensus of the board was that it 
sounded like a good program, were flattered they chose Boyne City and 
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**MOTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

that we had nothing to lose by participating.  Bowman moved, Sheets 

seconded, PASSED UNANIMOUSLY to recommend accepting the 
proposal from the Michigan Recreation and Parks Association (aka M 
Parks) to sign up as one of the five communities selected in the northern 
Michigan region for their “Building Health Communities” PILOT 
program. 
 

 
The next regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board is 
scheduled for Thursday, February 4, 2016 at 6 pm at City Hall. 

 
The January 7, 2015 meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board 
adjourned at 8:07 p.m.   
 

 

 

 

                                                         _________________________________ 

                                                         Barb Brooks,  Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


