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Great Lakes Connection   
301 Air Industrial 
Drive Development 
Plan Review 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                         
                                                                   Approved: 

     
Record of the proceedings of the Boyne City Planning Commission meeting held at 
Boyne City Hall, 319 North Lake Street, on Monday February 17, 2020 at 5:00 pm.

Vice Chair Ross called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 
Present:   Larry Chute, Skylar MacNaughton, Nichole Moblo, Tom Neidhamer, Aaron 

Place and Jeff Ross 
Absent:     Monica Kroondyk, Rose Newton   
Vacancy:  One 
 
2020-2-17-2 
Neidhamer moved, Ross seconded, PASSED UNANIMOUSLY, to excuse the absences 

of Kroondyk and Newton 

 
City Officials/Staff:  Planning and Zoning Director Scott McPherson, Mayor Pro Tem Ron 
Grunch and Recording Secretary Pat Haver 
Public Present:    Three 

 
2020-2-17-3 
Ross moved, Chute seconded PASSED UNANIMOUSLY, a motion to approve the 
consent agenda, the Planning Commission minutes from January 20, 2020 as presented, 
with the typographical error corrected.   

 
None 

 
 

Planning Director McPherson reported that the Marijuana Taskforce has met and set the 
next meeting for Monday, February 24, 2020 at 5:30 pm to continue discussion, they 
hope to update the City Commission in February and set a date for public engagement 
sessions. 

 
None 

 
Planning Director Scott McPherson reviewed his staff report included in the agenda 
packet.  The request is for a 60 ft. x 90 ft. addition on the west side of the current building, 
after removal of the existing 1,000 sq. ft. addition, and is proposed for cold storage. This 
proposed use is a principal allowed use, the site plan is in compliance with all ordinance 
requirements, in regards to placement, size, height, building materials and lot coverage.  
The existing driveway layout and site drainage will not be impacted nor anticipated to 
increase, and the existing parking currently exceeds ordinance standards, with no 
additional parking demands proposed.  The new structure will match the existing 
building. 
Steve Drake Chief Financial Officer for Great Lakes Energy – The structure will be 
used for storage of construction materials for various projects that we have anticipated 
for the next few years in the immediate area, and then surrounding areas, so will be used 
long term. 
Jay Wangeman – Colwell Wangeman Construction, LLC – Reviewed the proposed 
plan and layout with the board.  The fence will remain at the property line. 
Chute – Is Great Lakes Connections a subsidiary to Great Lakes Energy? 
Drake – Great Lakes Connections is 100% fiber optics subsidiary of Great Lakes Energy. 
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2020 – 2025 Capital 
Improvement Plan 
Review 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2019 Planning and 
Zoning Report 
 
 
 
 

Place – closed public comment and facilitated the board’s review of Section 19.40 
Development Plan Approval Criteria. After board review, motion by Chute, seconded 
by Moblo to approve the Great Lakes Energy/Great Lakes Connection building addition 
as per the Findings of Fact and as presented. 
 
Roll Call:   
2020-2-17 7A 
Ayes:  Chute, MacNaughton, Moblo, Neidhamer, Place and Ross 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Kroondyk and Newton 
Abstain:  None 
Vacancy:  One 
Motion Carries 

 
Planning Director McPherson facilitated review of the CIP Plan included in the agenda 
packet.  This plan has more focus on Capital Improvements and not so much on 
maintenance; making the report more concise and complete.  Chute had questions about 
how the road projects were determined.  This is done by the PASER ratings report, 
grants or other funding methods, and the amount of traffic.  It can be a balancing act 
between the size and scope and the amount of funding available.  Moblo asked about the 
duplication of vehicle replacement from different years.  At different stages, vehicles are 
replaced due to wear and tear; for example the squad cars are replaced at approximately 
100,000 miles, the Water Wastewater and DPW work trucks and plow trucks with 
equipment as needed.  Duplication of squad car numbers from various years, is that 
anticipated replacement timing or possible incorrect reported numbers?  Staff will 
verify the duplication of vehicle numbers in the report with the respective department 
heads.  Sidewalks are assessed and updated annually for replacement.  It would be nice 
to have continuous sidewalks, and not ones that go nowhere.  Road maintenance is done 
by various methods based on assessments, such as crack and fill, slurry seal, mill and fill 
and determined on the funding available.  Stripping of streets is done annually and again 
based on available funds.  Ross had questions about possible marina maintenance and 
having to change out electrical boxes due to the elevated lake levels.  Staff was not aware 
of any problems, but questions should be directed to Barb Brooks the Harbor Master. 
 
After board discussion, motion by Ross, seconded by Moblo, to recommend to the City 
Commission the adoption of the 2020 – 2025 Capital Improvement Plan as presented 
after review of possible vehicle duplications in the report by staff and various 
department heads. 
 
Roll Call:   
2020-2-17 7B 
Ayes:  Chute, MacNaughton, Moblo, Neidhamer, Place and Ross 
Nays:  None 
Absent:  Kroondyk and Newton 
Abstain:  None 
Vacancy:  One 
Motion Carries 

 
Planning Director McPherson reviewed the report in the agenda packet. It is a 
comprehensive reporting of the department’s activities for the previous year. Questions 
were asked about the status of the vacation of Balsam Place?  McPherson – we are still 
waiting for updated parcel descriptions and signed easements. MDEQ has some 
concerns about prior contamination of the Lakeview Village proposed building sites 
along Lake Street, so at this point, nothing will be built there, however, Phase I of the 
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Good of the Order   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adjournment 
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project will begin with the expansion of sites along Park St.  We have seen some activity 
on the Macksey property with tax payoffs, so it may have been sold.  The previous zoning 
will stay with the property.  Chair Place asked for a refresher on the exact zoning that is 
attached to the land.  McPherson indicated that whatever new plans are developed, they 
will come before this board, and a refresher will be done at that time.  The 12 new 
residential buildings is impressive, in years past it has only been 5 or 6; the boost of 7 
million in SEV should give the city a bump in the income/revenue totals, but the increase 
is limited by the Headlee Amendment; which keeps taxes from increasing more than the 
rate of inflation.  Neidhamer expressed his appreciation for the review and what the 
department and commission has been up to these past 12 months. 

 
 The next Housing Solutions meeting has been set for Monday, February 24th at 1 pm.  

It will be a joint meeting with Charlevoix, East Jordan and the Boyne City housing 
groups.  Sara Lucas from Traverse City will be on hand to answer any questions.  All 
are welcome to attend. 

 
 Place received the MAP bulletin and indicated that there was a good article on 

parking.  Several other members had received the bulletin also, however, Moblo has 
not, staff will check into the updated list. 

 Moblo asked what the webinar times and dates were, staff will get that information 
and email it to all of the board members. 

 
 
The next regular meeting of the Boyne City Planning Commission is scheduled for 
Monday, March 16, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. 

 
2020-2-17-10 
Neidhamer moved, MacNaughton seconded, PASSED UNANIMOUSLY a motion to 
adjourn the February 17, 2020 meeting at 5:42 pm 

 
 
 
_________________________________                                        _____________________________________ 
Chair Aaron Place                                                             Recording Secretary Pat Haver 


