
   COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FINANCE/BUSINESS MEETING 

June 8, 2021 
 

The Finance/Business Meeting of the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioner was called 
to order at the Cheboygan Senior Center by Commissioner Wallace at 9:30 a.m.  
 
Roll called and a quorum present. 
 
Present:  Commissioners Mary Ellen Tryban, Richard Sangster, Michael Newman, Ron 

Williams, Roberta Matelski, John Wallace, and Steve Warfield.  
 
Absent: None 
 
Commissioner Wallace gave the Invocation and Commissioner Newman led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Sangster, seconded by Commissioner Warfield, to approve the 
agenda as presented.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 
absent. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Tryban, second by Commissioner Matelski, to approve the consent 
agenda as presented.   
   

A.    Approve Monthly Finance Claims (May Finance Total = $0; Prepaid Total = 
$1,164,750.98) 

B.    Budget Adjustments as follows: 
       2021 Revenue and Expenditures 
       1.   From 101-400 to 220-266 Totaling $20,000 
       2.   From 101-400 to 105-400 Totaling $44,000 

              C.    Fair Contracts 
       1.   Donkey Ball Entertainment 
       2.   Animal Oasis 
D.   Marina Project – Ryba Marine Pay Request #1 

            E.   Correspondence 
                   1.   Alpena County Resolution on County Revenue Sharing Fund 
                   2.   Chippewa County Resolution Opposing Michigan Secretary of State “By  
                         Appointment Only” 
                   3.   Crawford County Resolution Supporting 4-Year Terms for County  
                         Commissioners Obligations with Regard to State Revenue Sharing Payment  
                         Amounts 
                   4.   Dickenson County Resolution in Support of State of Michigan to Fulfill its 
                         Statutory 

       5.   Livingston County Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of FOIA Requests for    
                         Document Supporting an Extension of the MIOSHA COVID-19 Emergency 
                         Rules-Board of Commissioners 
                    6.   Menominee County Resolution in Support of State of Michigan to Fulfill its  
                          Statutory Obligations with Regard to State Revenue Sharing Payment   
                          Amounts 
                    7.   Muskegon County Resolution Regarding Vaccine Passports with the  
                          Boundaries of Muskegon County 
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                   8.   Sanilac County Resolution Supporting Passage of Legislation to Adopt 
                          4-Year Terms for County Commissioners                                 
            F.   Minutes:  
                  1.    Finance/Business Meeting 5/11/2021, Reconvened Committee of the Whole  
                         Meeting 5/21/2021 & Committee of the Whole Meeting 5/25/2021 

      2.    City Council – 4/27/2021 & 5/11/2021   
                  3.    County Road Commission – 5/6/2021 
                  4.    Election Information Sub-Committee – 4/14/2021 
                  5.    NCCMH – 4/15/2021  
                  6.    NEMCOG –4/15/2021 
                  7.    Planning Commission – 4/7/2021, 4/21/2021 & 5/19/2021 
                  8.    ZBA - 1/27/2021 

 
A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 
Mary Kay Hodson, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented that she was not in support of 
this forensic investigation and the cost that was going to be incurred by the County. 
 
Bernie Whitcomb, citizen of Nunda Township commented that Republicans dominate 
Cheboygan County, Donald Trump won in the county and she was opposed to the forensic 
investigation. 
 
Douglas Whitcomb, citizen of Nunda Township questioned who was actually proposing the 
voting machine forensic investigation; which voting machine were they picking; how much 
was it costing; who was going to do it; who was going to pay for this forensic investigation; 
and who was going to pay for the machine once it was ruined? He resented his tax dollars 
being spent on frivolous business. 
 
Joanne Cromley, citizen of Koehler Township commented that she was trying to understand 
why Republicans who took the County up and down the ballot were pushing for an audit. She 
was trying to understand why some County Commissioners where entertaining opening the 
voting machines when this very act was illegal and would surely cost the County financially as 
well as the County’s reputation to undermine the positives steps that has taken place to 
create a welcoming and thriving business community where people could raise a family, retire 
and a place where everyone was welcome.    
 
Steve Downing, citizen of Inverness Township commented that this was a ridiculous idea and 
he agreed with everything that had already been said. 
 
Wendy Chase, citizen of Mackinaw Township commented that the November 2020 election 
was over and things could not be changed in the past, but they should be looking at the 2022 
election.  This forensic investigation should not be considered and it would cost the taxpayers 
money when the equipment was compromised. None of election results can be changed by 
this way, if the Board chooses to go forward. She asked the Board to not have this audit.  
 
Al Moberly, citizen of Benton Township commented that an effort to do an “audit” would cost 
the citizens.  He suggested that the Board should incur the cost of the replacement of the 
voting machine; any other costs involved and not put these costs on the citizens of 
Cheboygan County. 
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Jim Pratt, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented that he was very familiar with some of 
the practices that foreign countries intelligent agencies run to be misinformation and what he 
was seeing here or just in general following this election was classic text book dis- 
information. He studied very hard to try and see what the Board was actually asking to do as 
far as opening up, auditing and checking votes. Then he checked to see what the law was for 
the State of Michigan about the powers and duties of the County Board of Commissioners 
and found the law, which specifically excludes the Board of Commissioners from doing things 
and elections was one of those things.  It has been seven (7) months since the 2020 
November Election has taken place, it was over, there was another election ahead and it was 
time to let this end.  
 
Shawn Wyzlic, citizen of   Mackinaw Township questioned why Cheboygan County had been 
asked to do an audit?  According to recent reports, Cheboygan County was the target of a 
recent right wing campaign to look for gullible counties where the goal was to cause questions 
with the 2020 November  Election results where the former President Donald Trump should 
be reinstated.  Dominion voting machines have already been heavily listed to have no 
discrepancies that would have affected the results of the election and they do not have 
modems that were connected to the internet and were not in communication with other 
countries. These issues have already been litigated in Courts around the country. All of which 
found that there was no voter fraud.    It was time to put this matter to rest.  While Cheboygan 
County overwhelmingly voted for Mr. Trump, Michigan overwhelmingly voted for Biden.  She 
urged the Board of Commissioners to say no to this audit and focus on more important 
issues.  
 
Leo Forster, citizen of and Constable for the Inverness Township commented that he had 
checked over the previous voting history by townships and the percentages did not change 
much from year to year.  He told a story about attending a meeting with Representative Sue 
Allor and Beth Bridgman not knowing who she was.  This was who started this whole thing 
and he didn’t understand what the Board was thinking. 
 
Rob Ross, citizen of Benton Township commented that he worked the polls, which he had 
done so for many years in the past and he wanted to speak for all of the election workers in 
the County.  The workers all believed that this was a valid election.  The machines were 
tested before and they often hand counted after an election to see if they agree. There was 
nothing wrong with these machines and every person here knew that.  This was all bogus 
because someone didn’t like the election results.  When we faced the flag and talked about 
liberty and justice.  He always wondered why they didn’t have the word honesty in that pledge 
because the people here today were not being honest.   
 
Karen Martin, citizen of the City of Cheboygan questioned what the agenda was for the Board 
of Commissioners and commented why they were looking at this insanity.  The people of the 
county really do get together and work side by side regardless of their political choice.  This 
has to stop. 
 
Betsy Lawrence, citizen of Burt Township commented that this was about the democracy in 
this room and in their hands.  They have to weave this nation back together and needs to 
start at the grass roots at County Commissioner meetings across the nation. If this Board   
becomes party to this questioning of power electoral process, what becomes of their 
democracy?  Do what was in their hearts and what was right for this county and the nation.    
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Larry Miller, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented that he has worked elections in a 
foreign communist country and in the United States.  He explained things that had happened 
during a foreign election to influence that election, which had a very weak rule of law.  
However, in the United States the rule of law first and foremost was very strong, and it was 
impossible to steal an election in this country.  Suggesting that this last election was stolen 
was beyond all logic. People nationwide had stated that there was no fraud. This was a 
conspiracy theory.  Litigation has proven that there was no fraud.  The election was good and 
asked the Board to drop this issue and move on.   
 
Stephen Hatt, citizen of the Tuscarora Township commented that there was some wonderful 
things said, but the last gentleman gave a great graphic analogy. The analogy was if the 
Board surrenders custody of their voting machines and their ballots then they might as well 
throw the ballot boxes out the window.    As he stated last time, “any jackass can kick the 
barn down”. 
 
Mark Gahn, citizen of Inverness Township commented that what he has heard so far it didn’t 
matter which way voting goes he want integrity of these machines.  There was adjudicated 
ballots and that was a big smoking red flag that something was wrong. The idea was for the 
Board to go in and prove it.  The issue here today was without doubt to prove it that the 
machine did not change the votes and all this goes away. This was why this audit needs to be 
done. 
 
Randy Scott, citizen of Mullett Township commented on following election integrity 
nationwide. The election workers who have spent hours and hours working to probably 
produce the most honest election ever why because the President that was running to be 
elected continuously stated that he was going to lose in 2016 and in 2020 because people 
were cheating.  There were numerous entities being sued for lies.  Asked where the paper 
ballots were and why they couldn’t be counted to match the tabulator tape.  Why tear apart 
the machines and what experience do these people have? Who won the election in 
Cheboygan County – Donald Trump, so why were they looking for something?     
 
Dale Giddings, citizen of Mentor Township commented that if they did decide that the 
November election needed another look and if they had the authority to do something about 
it, count the ballots. A recount could be done with the county at a cost and that would be one 
way to get to the bottom of this.  If the recount numbers were significantly different from the 
November count, then the machines could be looked at.  Keep these machines viable.  
 
Debbie Pond, citizen of Benton Township commented and gave an example of the different 
types of adjudicated ballots.  It has been over seven (7) months since the 2020 November 
election and we were still debating the validity of the results. In spite of 250 State audits that 
showed the accuracy, election integrity and also showed no evidence tied to these voting 
machines. There were 65 Michigan counties that use Dominion Voting Systems and 59 
counties, (which was 99%) won by Donald Trump.  There was no need to access the 
machines.  People were free to believe, whatever, they want.  This was what our great nation 
was about, however, personal beliefs should not be at the expense of democracy or 
taxpayers money, which could be a lot of money if these machines need to be replaced or 
lawsuits were filed. The Board needs to get back to do what they were elected to do and 
make Cheboygan thrive.   
 
Randy Strong, citizen of Nunda Township commented that he appreciated all of the work, the 
time and effort that had been put into the November 2020 election. He explained his 
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understanding of a forensic audit, which was someone that knew about computers and would 
check the computer without any outside interference. If there was nothing found, there would 
be no next step and everybody could go back to their conspiracy theories.   
 
Beth Bridgman, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented on her background with a lot of 
different experience in different countries. She addressed the issues with the election 
equipment and gave a quote from Cato the Elder. This was just a forensic investigation to see 
if the equipment was hacked into and if it was, the election needs to be decertified. 
 
Joe Klein, citizen of Benton Township commented that he stood there to support everyone at 
these tables and he was non-partial.  He was looking at the losses further down the road and 
wanted this forensic investigation.  
 
Owen Goslin, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented that he thought this issue was 
going to be laid to rest a long time ago. He has had to answer many questions from his 
friends across the country who has asked, “Why Cheboygan” because they see Cheboygan 
County in the Washington Post and the Detroit News. They see a County that has lost its 
mind looking for fraud that does not exist, which he has no answers.  Litigation across the 
country has been thrown out.  Conspiracy theories were still being looked at and need to be 
put to rest. There was an excellent election system that works and he did not see any reason 
to carry this on.  
 
Missy France, citizen of Inverness Township commented that this was not about the workers 
or the results, but it was about the equipment.  
 
David Skaggs, citizen of Burt Township commented that he read an article in the United 
States Naval Institute Proceedings about smear campaigns and wondered what was going on 
in the world. One of the biggest smear campaigns right now was against electronic recording 
of ballots. Paper ballots were not the real answer and they had to remember that the smear 
campaign against the electronic balloting was just that and it was not a corruption. This has 
been done for years and it was time to keep it going.  
 
SCHEDULED VISITORS - None   
 
Finance Director’s Report  
  
Finance Director Sue Buitenhuis presented the Revenue and Expenditure Pre-Audit Report 
for the General Fund for the month ending April 30, 2021.  She reported total year-to-date 
revenue of $1,370,883.81 or 9.43% of the budget, compared to $1,091,804.96, or 9.24% of 
the budget last year at this same time.  She reviewed each line item number that was 
fluctuating greater or less $25,000.  Ms. Buitenhuis reported expenditures year-to-date of 
$4,015,288.11 or 27.61% of the budget, compared to $3,683,521.76 or 26.38%, last year as 
of the end of April 2020.  She reviewed each department that was fluctuating greater or less 
than $25,000.  Ms. Buitenhuis reported on the Cash Summary by Fund Cash for April 2021, 
with a beginning balance of $20,325,193.34 and an ending balance totaling $20,474,386.12. 
She reported that as of yesterday, she was notified by the Treasurer that the County received 
their first payment for the American Rescue Plan Act Funding from the Federal Government 
totaling $2,484,783. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Sangster, seconded by Commissioner Newman to receive and file 
the financial reports as presented.  Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent.   
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Administrator’s Report 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson gave an update on the Marina Fuel System Project. Ryba Marine 
has started installation of the fuel dock sheet pile at the Marina, which has been completed.  
Footing and foundation of the fuel dock building will follow later in June/July.  This work will 
continue through the summer and the fuel tanks were to be delivered in November. Additional 
construction would go on into the spring and finish the project around Memorial Day of next 
year. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson gave an update on the County Building Column Repair. The 
County had around $45,000 worth of column repair in front of the County Building.  The 
contractor has re-scheduled the building column repair to begin next month. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson gave on update on the Human Resource Director.  The HR 
Director will be starting on June 15, 2021. 
. 
Administrator Jeff Lawson presented on the Union Negotiations.  Union negotiations are 
expected to begin in July. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Commissioner Sangster reported that the Election Information Sub-Committee met on June 
2nd.  The committee was created so the Board could continue with their regular work and they 
could filter some information and deliver that information back to the full Board. This was a 
three (3) person committee with Commissioner Tryban, Warfield and himself. He personally 
wanted to make it clear that not at any time did he or this Board felt that there was anything 
wrong with the 2020 November election in the State of Michigan or in Cheboygan County. A 
lot of people approached him with their concerns.  The Election Information Sub-Committee 
has been learning more then what has been discussed here today. There was a question on 
whether or not these machines were able to be hooked to the outside or not. At this time, the 
Board wasn’t sure if they could legally ask to do a forensic investigation.  
 
 Commissioner Warfield commented that first and foremost, a nationally polling showed that 
70% of Republicans and 30% of Democrats thought that there might be a problem with the 
election.  This was 50% of the overall population. He understood that there was a passion on 
both sides of this argument. It was very unfortunate because the side that opposes any form 
of an audit was quick to say that they were throwing the election workers, township clerks and 
the county clerks under the bus.  With this attack, he didn’t believe that any member of the 
Sub-Committee or probably the Board as a whole as it was never discussed, felt that there 
was a gross fraud in Cheboygan County of the election results. At the end of the day, he 
questioned why they wouldn’t want to know what happened.  To explain, they would be 
simply taking the cover off of the machine and looking for a modem in the machine. If they 
found a modem and it had the capability to talk to international locations such as Twain and 
Frankfort, Germany, then an activity log would be run to see who it talked to in the previous 
election.  If there was no modem, then there was no reason to look any further.  Someone 
suggested a hand count and he did not feel that this was necessary.  If a modem was found 
and it talked to someone overseas, this would open a Pandora’s Box, but it had to be opened.  
It was great to see so many people from the public who were concerned.  A draft letter was 
presented at the last meeting of the Election Information Sub-Committee and that letter 
stopped short after conferring with civil counsel and the letter needs to be reworded so that it 
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clearly asked for what the law requires from the Secretary of State to allow a forensic 
investigation.  
 
Commissioner Wallace commented that the letter would be the draft that they would want the 
whole Board to acknowledge and just as a reminder the Sub-Committee was advisory to the 
Board of Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Tryban commented that most of it has been covered, but she would like to 
stress that this wasn’t the clerks at any level in the states problem, if there was a problem 
found. Most of the clerks would not be able to detect stuff like that.  
 
Commissioner Sangster commented that one of the questions that was brought up today was 
about taxpayer’s money, but be assured before they do anything further that they would 
check to see what that would cost. There were questions such as how much did the Dominion 
Voting Systems costs, who paid for them, why Election Magic software wasn’t being used 
anymore and how did we get here over time?  This was all information that he was trying to 
gather. He hoped that there was no connectivity and he wished that they would just show 
them that so they could just move on.  
 
Civil Counsel Bryan Graham commented that the Board should authorize staff to work on a 
draft letter, which complies with the requirements of the law and bring that draft back to the 
Board of Commissioners for consideration.    
 
OLD BUSINESS - None 
                                                  
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Planning and Zoning Director Mike Turisk presented Ordinance Amendment #162: An 
Ordinance to Amend Cheboygan County Zoning Ordinance No. 200 Establishing the Nunda 
Township Marihuana Overlay District.  Section 24.2 of Cheboygan County Zoning Ordinance 
No. 200 provides for required procedures for processing amendments to the zoning ordinance 
that include provisions for a public hearing to be held by the Planning Commission, requisite 
public notice requirements and transmittal of the Planning Commission’s recommendation to 
the Board of Commissioners.   
 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment #162 would establish the Nunda Township Marihuana Overlay 
District, per the recently adopted Nunda Township Marihuana Facilities Ordinance No. 21-02 
that authorized—in specified zoning districts within Nunda Township—Adult-use or 
recreational marihuana facilities licensed by the Dept. of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
(LARA0 under the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act (MRTMA).  Under the 
MRTMA, the state was authorized to issue operating licenses for adult-use or recreational 
marihuana facilities in essentially any municipality in Michigan unless the municipality adopts 
a prohibitive ordinance (under the MRTMA, every municipality was considered to be “opted 
in” unless it takes specific action to “opt out.”) Nunda Township rescinded its previously 
adopted opt-out ordinance in order to allow for adult-use or recreational marihuana as 
provided for in the Township’s Marihuana Facilities Ordinance No21-02.  Given that Nunda 
Township Marihuana Facilities Ordinance No. 21-02 authorized new land used for adult-use 
or recreational marihuana establishments, and that zoning in Nunda Township was 
administered by Cheboygan (save for the Village of Wolverine), the county must provide for 
the new land uses in their Zoning Ordinance No. 200. Rather by not allowing these new land 
uses, Cheboygan County could face exclusionary zoning legal challenges. 
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The Nunda Township Marihuana Overlay District applies to all property within Nunda 
Township that was zoned Commercial Development (D-CM), Light Industrial Development (D-
LI), General Industrial Development (D-GI) and Agriculture and Forestry Management (M-AF) 
if the Agriculture and Forestry Management property takes access via a Class A (paved, all 
season) County Primary Road.  County Zoning Ordinance Amendment No. 162 essentially 
reflects Nunda Township Marihuana Facilities Ordinance No. 21-02 by authorizing as by-right 
land uses (with permits from the township) the following maximum numbers and types of 
marihuana facilities within Nunda Township Marijuana Overlay District: Two (2) marihuana 
growers (either Class B, Class C, or in combination); One (1) marihuana processor; One (1) 
marihuana secure transporter and one (1) marihuana safety compliance facility. At the public 
hearing on May 19, 2021, the Planning Commission voted 7-1 to director Planning and 
Zoning staff to forward a recommendation of approval to the Board of Commissioners. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Warfield, seconded by Commissioner Williams, to adopt 
 

CHEBOYGAN COUNTY 
 Zoning Ordinance Amendment #162  

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CHEBOYGAN COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 200 

ESTABLISHING THE NUNDA TOWNSHIP MARIHUANA OVERLAY DISTRICT 
 
THE COUNTY OF CHEBOYGAN, STATE OF MICHIGAN ORDAINS: 
 
Section 1. Amendment to Section 3.9.1. 
 
The zoning map incorporated into the Cheboygan County Zoning Ordinance No. 200 by Section 3.9.1 is hereby 
amended to reflect the Nunda Township Marihuana Overlay District, which shall be all property in the Commercial 
Development District (D-CM), the Light Industrial Development District (D-LI), the General Industrial Development 
District (D-GI) and the Agriculture and Forestry Management (M-AF) District if the Agriculture and Forestry 
Management District is located on a Class A (paved, all season) County Primary Road within Nunda Township. 
 
Section 2.  Amendment to add new Article 15B. 
 
The Cheboygan County Zoning Ordinance No. 200 and is hereby amended to add a new Article 15B. which shall 
read in its entirety as follows: 
 

ARTICLE 15B - NUNDA TOWNSHIP MARIHUANA OVERLAY DISTRICT 
 
SECTION 15B.1 PURPOSE 
 
The Nunda Township Marihuana Overlay District is designed to permit in specified districts within Nunda Township 
marihuana establishments and marihuana facilities licensed by the State of Michigan under the Michigan 
Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, and the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, Act 281 of the 
Public Acts of 2016, as amended and permitted by Nunda Township under its Marihuana Facilities Ordinance, 
being Ordinance No. 21-02. 
 
SECTION 15B.2 DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
 
The Nunda Township Marihuana Overlay District shall apply to all property in the Commercial Development District 
(D-CM), the Light Industrial Development District (D-LI), the General Industrial Development District (D-GI) and the 
Agriculture and Forestry Management District (M-AF) if the Agriculture and Forestry Management is located on a 
Class A (paved, all season) County Primary Road within Nunda Township. 
 
SECTION 15B.3 DEFINITIONS 
 
As used in this Article, 
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"Marihuana grower" means that term as defined from time to time in Section 3 of the Act, being MCL 333.27953.  
 
“Class B Grower” means a marihuana grower authorized to grow no more than 500 marihuana plants. 
 
“Class C Grower” means a marihuana grower authorized to grow no more than 2,000 marihuana plants. 
 
"Marihuana processor" means that term as defined from time to time in Section 3 of the Act, being MCL 
333.27953. 
 
"Marihuana secure transporter" means that term as defined from time to time in Section 3 of the Act, being MCL 
333.27953. 
 
"Marihuana safety compliance facility" means that term as defined from time to time in Section 3 of the Act, being 
MCL 333.27953. 
 
SECTION 15B.4 PERMITTED USES 
 
15B.4.1. All uses by right and by special use permit allowed in the underlying zoning districts shall be permitted in 
the Nunda Township Marihuana Overlay District. 
 
15B.4.2 Two (2) marihuana growers (either Class B, Class C, or in combination), one (1) marihuana processor, 
one (1) marihuana secure transporter, and one (1) marihuana safety compliance facility shall be permitted by right 
within the Nunda Township Marihuana Overlay District, but only after obtaining a permit from Nunda Township 
under its Marihuana Facilities Ordinance, being Ordinance No. 21-02. 
 
Section 3.  Effective Date. 
 
This Ordinance shall become effective eight (8) days after being published in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the County. Ordinance No. 162 was adopted on the day of June 8, 2021, by the Cheboygan County Board 
of Commissioners. 
 
 A roll call vote was taken. Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent.  
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson presented the 53rd Circuit Recovery Court – Approval of Agreement 
for Recovery Court Services between the 53rd Circuit Court and Harbor Hall (drug testing). 
53rd Circuit Recovery Court for Cheboygan County desires to enter into a contract with Harbor 
Hall for drug testing services provided to the Recovery Court Program 
 
Motion by Commissioner Sangster, seconded by Commissioner Tryban, to approve and 
execute the Agreement for Recovery Court Services by the County Chairperson after review 
by the County Administrator, Finance Director, and Legal Counsel, and authorize any 
necessary budget adjustments, if applicable. A roll call vote was taken. Motion carried with 7 
yes, 0 no and 0 absent. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson presented the Consumers Energy Utility Easement – Marina.  This 
was to provide an easement to install underground electric for the Marina Fuel Dock/Building 
Project. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Wallace, to approve the 
easement for electric facilities at the Cheboygan County Marina and authorize the 
Administrator to sign. Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent. 
 
Finance Director Sue Buitenhuis presented the State FY2022-2023 Title IV-D Cooperative 
Reimbursement Program Application – 53rd Circuit Court – Friend of the Court.  The Office of 
Child Support (OCS) was exercising for two (2) one (1) year extensions in the current 
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Cooperative Reimbursement (CRP) agreement by offering budget for FY2022 and FY2023. 
OCS reimburses the County at a rate of 66%.  The proposed net budgets for FY2022 and 
FY2023 are $623,044.28 for each year, with state reimbursement of $417,149.23 at 66% for 
each year.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Tryban, seconded by Commissioner Matelski, to approve the 
submission of the 53rd Circuit Court’s Friend of the Court – Fiscal Years 2022 and 2023 
extensions to the current Cooperative Reimbursement, allow the Administrator or Finance 
Director to sign the application electronically in eGrams, accept the award if granted, and 
allow the Finance Director to make the necessary budget adjustments. A roll call vote was 
taken.  Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent. 
 
Finance Director Sue Buitenhuis presented the State FY2022-2023 Title IV-D Cooperative 
Reimbursement Program Application – Prosecuting Attorney.  The Office of Child Support 
(OCS) was exercising for two (2) one (1) year extensions in the current Cooperative 
Reimbursement (CRP) agreement by offering budget for FY2022 and FY2023. OCS 
reimburses the County at a rate of 66%.  The proposed net budgets for FY2022 and FY2023 
are $114,325.94 for each year, with state reimbursement of $75,455.12 at 66% for each year.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Sangster, seconded by Commissioner Williams, to approve the  
submission of the Prosecuting Attorney – Fiscal Years 2022 and 2023 extensions to the 
current Cooperative Reimbursement, allow the Administrator or Finance Director to sign the 
application electronically in eGrams, accept the award if granted, and allow the Finance 
Director to make the necessary budget adjustments. A roll call vote was taken.  Motion 
carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent. 
 
BOARD MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
   
Commissioner Wallace commented that the Board was still investigating further the voting 
audit as to whether or not there was a claim of deception or something within the machines. 
The Board was not committed to doing anything at this juncture. 
 
Commissioner Williams commented that the Veterans Park Committee was still taking 
donations, but they weren’t allowing specific donations for specific memorials. The park 
project was to be completed in 2022. Please contact Tom Smith at the Veteran’s Office to 
donate.  
 
Commissioner Newman commented on the voting issue and everybody being anxious to get 
this resolved.  He was hoping to put this to rest and at the next meeting, staff would come up 
with a draft letter to be reviewed by the Board. He was frustrated and was receiving a lot of 
emails and phone calls on a daily basis from citizens who were also frustrated.  The Board 
owed it to the public to handle this in an expedient way. 
 
Commissioner Matelski commented that she agreed with Commissioner Newman. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS  
 
Randy Scott, citizen of Mullett Township commented that people keep perpetuating this big lie 
and this was just crazy stuff. 
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JoAnne Heit, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented that even if the Board opened the 
machine, this won’t put an end to this argument because it has done so in Pennsylvania 
where they did have an audit of the machines.  The auditor stated that the election was 
conducted with integrity, however, there may be issues and they didn’t define what those 
issues would be. There was no reason why that would not happen again. She did not know 
why anyone who had these types of suspicions would be satisfied. There were always 
possible issues and this was never going end. 
 
Dale Giddings, citizen of Mentor Township commented that a safe, secure and accurate 
election was the bedrock of democracy. Whatever, they decide to do with the machines it will 
still not be the end to these issues. Those who were bringing this forward would continue to 
stir the pot and in the end they would create among the electorate the impression that their 
system didn’t work.   It was important for a safe, secure, and accurate election, but we must 
also have a faith among the electorate. These people want to destroy the faith in the system. 
Once that faith was destroyed, we didn’t have an election system that works and then we 
didn’t have a democracy.    
 
Beth Bridgman, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented about the importance of 
transparency.  
 
Shawn Wyzlic, citizen of Mackinaw Township commented about the modems in the machines 
and stated that it was a mute point to investigate these machines.   She urged everyone on 
the Board to realize this and to drop it. 
 
Missy France, citizen of Inverness Township questioned who owned the machines because 
the way see saw it the people of the county owns those machines. She also questioned who 
paid for these machines.  The people of the county were the ones in control. 
 
Debbie Pond, citizen of Township commented that she saw that the Board was weary about 
these machines. She stated that the election was fair and touching these machines were un-
American.   
 
BOARD MEMBERS COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Tryban commented that the voting machines were purchase with the Help 
America Vote Act (HAVA) monies.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Sangster, seconded by Commissioner Warfield, to adjourn to the 
call of the Chair.   Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent.  Meeting adjourned at 11:51 
a.m. 
 
 
___________________________        ___________________________________ 
Karen L. Brewster                     John B. Wallace 
County Clerk/Register                                Chairperson Board of Commissioners 


