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DARYL P. VIZINA
COUNTY OF CHEBOYGAN

OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTING
ATTORNEY

AARON J. GAUTHIER
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney

May 7, 2010

Dear Cheboygan County Citizens:

I would like to begin by wishing you a happy and healthy 2010. I anticipate 
the upcoming year will present some daunting challenges locally and state-
wide. I sincerely believe these challenges create an opportunity and 
incentive to positively redefine our community. 

With that being said, I have attached the 2009 Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Annual Report, which recaps 2009 and highlights our future objectives for 
improving the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. I look forward to serving you 
and our community in 2010. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Daryl P. Vizina
Cheboygan County Prosecuting Attorney 
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ANTHONY M. DAMIANO
Chief Assistant Prosecuting Attorney



CHEBOYGAN COUNTY PROSECUTOR’S 
OFFICE MISSION STATEMENT

The Cheboygan County Prosecutor’s Office is 

committed to serving our community by holding 

Offenders accountable, advocating for our

victims and actively addressing Cheboygan 

County issues through community education. 
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PROSECUTING ATTORNEY STAFF

DARYL P. VIZINA PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

ANTHONY M. DAMIANO CHIEF ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR

AARON J. GAUTHIER                                 ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR

KERRY B. ZAHNER* SPECIAL ATTORNEY GENERAL 
FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CASES

JAMES W. ROBINSON* S.A.N.E. SPECIAL PROSECUTOR

KIM J. BARKER OFFICE MANAGER

DAWN M. DAILEY                                       CHILD SUPPORT SPECIALIST

PEGGY L. MILLS VICTIM RIGHTS COORDINATOR

CELESTE  M. CHARBONEAU JUVENILE VICTIM RIGHTS 
ADVOCATE/LEGAL SECRETARY

JULIET  K. RETTELL LEGAL SECRETARY

KRISTIN J. SKIERA LEGAL SECRETARY/OFFICE 
ASSISTANT (PART-TIME)

* These attorneys are provided by grants and serve multiple neighboring jurisdictions.

As of January 1, 2009
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2009 GOAL STATUS UPDATE
In our 2008 Annual Report we listed some of the  goals we wanted to accomplish for the upcoming year.  
We are providing you with a recap of those goals and what we have accomplished to see them happen.
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2009 GOALS 2010 STATUS

Drug Court The Cheboygan County Drug Court program commenced 
August 1, 2009 and is presently active today.  See page 10 for a 
detailed description of the program.

Website The County of Cheboygan has upgraded its website and the 
Prosecutor’s Office is utilizing the website for Press Releases, 
county resources, links, forms, contact  information, Victim’s 
Rights, Child Support and Drug Court Information.

Electronic 
Calendaring

Our office is now operating on Microsoft Outlook calendaring 
system which provides access to three attorney calendars and 
one staff calendar where the office staff has ability to review the 
entire office schedule at the convenience of their desk.  Prior to 
updating to the electronic calendaring system, the office 
operated on one desk calendar.  

Paperless 
Office

We have made great strides in becoming a paperless office. 
Presently, we are scanning all denied warrants, closed 
misdemeanor files, and some probate files.  Our files contain 
minimum information which is required for the attorney to 
have available in the courtroom.  The remaining documents are 
scanned and stored on the computer and prosecutor’s directory.

A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO MATT HELENS AND 
TIM MASON FOR MAKING THE COMPUTER 
CONNECTION TO THE 53RD CIRCUIT COURTROOM 
POSSIBLE SO THAT OUR OFFICE CAN ACCESS OUR 
FILES RIGHT FROM THE COURTROOM.



GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
2010
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2010 GOALS OBJECTIVE

Paperless 
Office

While in the past year, we have made great strides in becoming 
a paperless office, the task is not yet complete and we will 
continue to progress toward being paperless.   We are now 
taking steps for computer connections in the Probate 
Courtroom, as already completed in the 53rd Circuit 
Courtroom.

Youth 
Education 
Programs

We feel strongly about providing education and information to 
our youth.  At the request of Cheboygan, Wolverine and 
Inland Lakes we are preparing a presentation regarding 
Bullying in the Schools.  Bullying is not only a physical 
confrontation between children, but can be verbal, via email,  
texting and /or any other form of communication.

Electronic 
Communicatio
ns – Private  & 
Public

It is our goal to begin receiving police reports, lab reports and 
other information electronically from the various agencies so 
that the information may be stored on our computer system 
and accessed electronically and decrease the amount of paper 
products our office utilizes.  Further, it is our intention to 
provide copies of those documents to defense attorneys 
electronically as well, which further eliminates reproducing 
such documents on paper as well.

Drug Crime 
Information

We are presently trying to utilize the program known as the 
Adult Case Tracking system which is primary in our office to 
the fullest extent allowable in order to retrieve detailed 
information on all crimes.



SIGNIFICANT CASES OF 2009
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PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN v. THOMAS WALIGORA
Thomas Waligora, of East Jordan, was convicted of Second Degree Murder for the 
beating death of Jonathan Roy Williams [30], a resident of Wolverine, Michigan. 
Waligora struck the victim in the head with a baseball bat multiple times. The victim was 
in his home and asleep when Waligora entered the home and beat him to death after a 
dispute involving the victim’s minor child. Waligora was sentenced to the Michigan 
Department of Corrections for a period of not less than 22 years or more than 40 years. 
Waligora was ordered to pay $5,153.50 in restitution to the victim’s family for medical 
and burial expenses.

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN v. STEVEN WOODRUFF
Steven Wayne Woodruff [44], of Cheboygan, was convicted of two counts of Home 
Invasion and Safe Breaking as a Habitual Offender. Woodruff was sentenced to serve 
11 years to 22 ½ years in prison. The conviction resulted from Woodruff breaking into 
three Cheboygan County residences with the intent to steal. The residences were in 
Wolverine and Cheboygan. At one of the Cheboygan residences, Woodruff broke in 
while the home owner, a 74 year-old woman, was present and alone. While navigating 
through the home, Woodruff came upon the woman as she was hiding. Fortunately, 
Woodruff immediately left the home. Woodruff has served prior prison terms for 
similar acts.

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN v. GLEN ALLEN
Glen Allen was convicted of Delivery/Manufacturing a Controlled Substance and Felon 
in Possession of a Firearm as a Habitual Offender. The charges stem from a Michigan 
State Police investigation involving the theft of a motor vehicle in the Cheboygan area. 
The investigation led to Allen becoming a suspect. Troopers subsequently executed a 
traffic stopped of Allen and discovered the van he was driving was a mobile 
methamphetamine lab that contained loaded firearms. Allen also convicted on a 
criminal matter in Newaygo County and pursuant to the two county convictions, Allen’s 
earliest prison release date is September 26, 2017. 



PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN v. SHAWN SANDERS
Shawn Sanders [33], of Cheboygan, was convicted of three counts of Criminal Sexual 
Conduct and two counts of Child Abuse all as a Habitual Offender. Sanders was 
sentenced to a prison term of 4 years to 10 years. The matter was investigated by the 
Michigan State Police after they received information relating to inappropriate sexual 
conduct by Sanders. The minor child reported to her aunt that Sanders had 
inappropriately touched  her on three occasions between January 2006 and March 
2009. It was also discovered that on Sanders was physically abusive to a separate 
minor child. The reports reflect that the minor child [7] was ordered to remove her 
pants and was spanked with a rubber hose, belt and fly swatter. On July 14, 2009, 
Sanders pleaded no contest to the allegations outlined. 

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN v. STANLEY PEEK
Stanley Peek [25] of Cheboygan was convicted of five felony counts of Breaking & 
Entering and one felony Attempted Breaking & Entering. The charges stem from a 
series of B&E’s in Cheboygan occurring at local businesses in May-June 2009. The 
matter was investigated by the Michigan State Police, Cheboygan Sheriff’s 
Department and Cheboygan Department of Public Safety. Peek was apprehended 
after breaking into the Cheboygan Golf Club. While being interviewed, Peek 
confessed to breaking into Tom’s Grand Central, Cheboygan Bowling Center, 
Burton Taxidermy, Northland Auto, Cheboygan Golf Club and Straits Glass among 
others. Peek entered or attempted to enter a majority of the buildings by cutting the 
power source, then entering in the early morning hours looking to steal items of 
value. Peek was sentenced to a prison term of 3 years to 10 years.

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN v. JAMIE KNAPP
Jayme Knapp [35] of Cheboygan was convicted of Criminal Sexual Conduct, 
Accosting a Minor Child for Immoral Purposes, Assault with intent to Commit 
Criminal Sexual Conduct and Surveilling Unclothed Person. Knapp’s conviction 
stems from an allegation that he video recorded a 15 year-old minor child 
undressing. A search of Knapp’s residence exposed video tapes confirming the 
allegations. Knapp admitted to videotaping the minor child in the nude - in return he 
would lessen her grounding and allow her to go on dates with her boyfriend. 
Incidents of inappropriate sexual touching by Knapp on this minor child were also 
revealed during the investigation. Knapp was sentenced to a prison term of 6 ½ years 
to 15 years. 9

SIGNIFICANT CASES OF 2009
(continued)
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2010 LOCAL/LEGAL ISSUES

TRUTH IN SENTENCING

“Truth in Sentencing” was almost unanimously adopted by the Michigan Legislature 
in the 1990’s and provides definitive minimum sentences for individuals convicted 
of felony crimes. In practice, Truth in Sentencing requires the locally elected Circuit 
Court Judge to establish a minimum incarceration time for convicted felons – the 
maximum is determined by statute. 

Truth in Sentencing is now under attack.  Proposed legislation, if passed, permits 
offenders sentenced to prison “early release” from their minimum sentence for 
“good time”, “disciplinary credits” and “community release”. In essence, the passage 
of this legislation eliminates an offender’s definitive minimum sentence and allows 
the offender to have dramatic and indefinite incarceration reduction.

The movement against Truth in Sentencing is based on the state’s financial troubles. 
Proponents of eliminating Truth in Sentencing are looking at ways to reduce our 
current prison population and save money; it is not cheap to house offenders in 
prison. However, eliminating Truth in Sentencing is not an effective means to save 
money. It is important that our victims and the community as a whole definitively 
know how long a felony offender will serve behind bars. Without Truth in 
Sentencing the certainty and accountability of our court’s sentences is in danger. 
Additionally, I believe our local judges are best suited to determine how much jail or 
prison time is appropriate for an offender. They hear the facts, evidence and 
arguments presented by the attorneys. Without Truth in Sentencing, we will have 
Michigan Department of Corrections employees and policy ultimately deciding each 
offender’s sentence without having the benefit of hearing the case.
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2010 LOCAL/LEGAL ISSUES
(continued)

HEPATITIS C

Hepatitis C is an infectious disease affecting the liver. The infection often results in 
chronic infection can progress to scarring of the liver (fibrosis), and advanced scarring 
(cirrhosis) which is generally apparent after many years. In some cases, those with 
cirrhosis will go on to develop liver failure or other complications of cirrhosis, 
including liver cancer or life threatening. One of the primary modes of transmitting 
Hepatitis C is through drug injection because the user may be sharing needles or 
other drug paraphernalia (includes cookers, cotton, spoons, water, etc.), which may 
be contaminated with Hepatitis C infected blood. It is estimated 60% to 80% of 
intravenous recreational drug users in the United States have been infected with 
Hepatitis C. 

Cheboygan County is experiencing a rising number of intravenous drug crimes. 
There has been a sharp increase in the number of heroin cases and many individuals 
are now injecting crushed prescription drugs (opioids) via needle. The elevated 
intravenous drug activity has resulted a significant number of community members 
suffering from Hepatitis C. The national estimates above (60% - 80% of intravenous 
drug users are infected with Hepatitis C) are consistent with Cheboygan County 
estimates.
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CHEBOYGAN COUNTY DRUG COURT

The Cheboygan County Drug Court has been running since November 1, 2009. The 
program has been extremely successful. Through the first five months of the Program:

 Two participants began the program on November 3, 2009. They have both  
completed the Program’s first phase and have been without a single positive drug 
screen.

 Three participants have completed inpatient drug/alcohol rehabilitation treatment. 

 All participants have attended regular AA/NA and counseling as required without 
incident.

 Employment/Education:

•Participant 1: Enrolled to take courses at NCMC – seeking a Business Degree.
•Participant 2: Has obtained full-time employment.
•Participant 3: Is pursuing a GED and attended Gaylord Career Fair through.
•Participant 4: Enrolling in courses at M-TEC and attended Gaylord Career Fair.
•Participant 5: Self-employed and completed inpatient rehab.
•Participant 6: Pursuing GED.

 There has been a total of one positive breath test (alcohol) and one positive drug 
screen. In both cases the participant served a week of incarceration. They have 
also been required to re-start the first phase. 

 Two participants are currently residing in the Transition Houses.

 One participant is pregnant for her first child. Another participant is in the 
process of having her son returned to her care after an Abuse/Neglect case in the 
Probate Court. She has completed a parenting program and has begun paying 
back child support to the State of Michigan. Five of the six participants have 
children or are expecting children. 
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Max Incarceration Likely Incarceration ______________
Participant 1: 40 years 30 months
Participant 2: 40 years 12 months.
Participant 3: 8 years 12 months.
Participant 4: 4 years 12 months.
Participant 5: 15 years 24 months.
Participant 6: 7 years 8 months.

 Two participants are currently residing in the local Transition Houses. 

 All participants are closely supervised and have had weekly 
unannounced/random home visits where their home is checked and they are 
given alcohol/drug screens. 

 The Drug Court team has had multiple informational meetings for interested 
community members and community leaders. The goal of the community 
meetings being to setup educational, career, networking, support and sobriety 
opportunities for the participants.

 The Drug Court team consists of eight volunteer members.

 The participants have had ZERO legal/criminal troubles or allegations since the 
program began on November 1, 2009.   

 The participants are repeat offenders with substance abuse dependency. The 
Program is producing productive members of our community.

CHEBOYGAN COUNTY DRUG COURT
(continued)

 As a result of entering the Drug Court, the participants have avoided 
incarceration as outlined below. Likewise, the State of Michigan and 
Cheboygan County have avoided the expenses associated with incarcerating 
the participants.



CIVIL MATTERS
Authorized 11
Denied 2
In Review/Investigation 3

FELONIES:
Authorized 195
Denied 20
In Review/Investigation 5

MISDEMEANORS:
Authorized 627
Denied 127
In Review/Investigation 49

TOTAL CASES 1039

2009 WARRANT REQUESTS RECEIVED 
AND ENTERED INTO THE 

ADULT CASE TRACKING SYSTEM
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FELONY PROSECUTIONS
53rd CIRCUIT COURT 

2009
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Year Felony Cases Total Felony Drug Charges
2007 202 138
2008 163 133
2009 164 154



CRIME VICTIM ASSISTANCE
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The Crime Victim’s Rights Act of 1985 established that a victim of a crime is entitled to 
certain rights. The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office is responsible for notifying those victims of 
their rights.    As a result, the following are the mandated services provided by our office:

 Notify the Victim upon filing charges of the Victim’s rights during the proceedings of the 
case.

Meeting with the Prosecutor, upon request,  to discuss the case, including any plea 
agreement.

 Notify the victim if the defendant escapes  custody.

 Send written notice of the defendant’s conviction.

Provide victim with name and address of the probation officer in charge of defendant’s 
case.

 Insuring that the victim’s impact statement is either read by the Victim Advocate or the 
victim if desired, at sentencing.

 Assist in preparing restitution claims with the victim.

Our website is now accessible to the public which contains additional information for the 
victims of crime.



BAD CHECKS

The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office receives warrant requests from local police agencies on 

non-sufficient funds and no account checks to determine whether charges should be issued.  

Prior to issuing criminal charges, our office sends a letter by certified mail requesting that 

restitution be made in full, including the certified mailing expense.  In many cases, the 

individual complies with our request and no criminal charges are issued.  However, if the 

individual does not respond to our letter, criminal charges are issued.

2006 2007 2008 2009

bad checks: 212 161 91 122

mailing fee 
collected:

$400 $345 $320 $343

restitution collected: $14,317 $10,873 $ 6,410 $6,478

The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office also collected an additional $28,111.26 from defendants 
who paid restitution on various other offenses before their sentencing date. 
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JUVENILE COURT SUMMARY
2009

•There were 11 termination of parental rights petitions filed.  

•No Termination cases were appealed for 2009.

•Mediation was held  on 27 abuse and neglect cases.

•The Foster Care Review Board reviewed 4 neglect and abuse cases.

•There were 9 Mental Health Hearings held.

•There were 94 Juvenile Delinquency Petitions filed and 30 requests denied.
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TOTAL CASES  173

Juvenile Delinquencies Authorized 94

Juvenile Delinquencies Denied 30

Juvenile Delinquencies Referred to DHS 4

Juvenile Delinquencies Pursued by Ticket 5

Juvenile Delinquencies Held for Further      

Review/Other 4

Abuse & Neglect Cases 36

DHS Referrals to Prosecutor 90

CASES ENTERED INTO THE 
JUVENILE CASE TRACKING SYSTEM

2009
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JUVENILE STATISTICS

PETITIONS PER YEAR:   2005-2009

YEAR DELINQUENT DENIAL NEGLECT & ABUSE TOTAL

2005 136 26 33 195

2006 164 21 40 225

2007 111 45 23 179

2008 122 20 32 174

2009 94 30 36 160
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Cheboygan County
Paternity Establishment Level

2000-2008
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Cheboygan County
Support Order Performance Level

2000-2008
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Cheboygan County
Paternity Establishment 

2000 - 2008

0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%
70.00%
80.00%
90.00%

100.00%

Cheboygan County State-Wide

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2007-2008 Increase 
2.74%

2007-2008  Increase 
0.67%

23



Cheboygan County
Support Order Establishment 
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