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Cheboygan County  February 25, 2019 

Director of Planning and Zoning, and Planning Commission 
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February 25, 2020 

 

Director of Planning and Zoning, 

      Planning Commission 

Cheboygan County 

870 South Main Street, Room 103 
Cheboygan, Michigan 49721 

 

 

Re: Solar Project Application for Site Plan Approval and Special Use Permit 

 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

Orion Renewable Resources LLC (“Applicant”) submits this application (“Application”) and respectfully 

requests site plan approval and approval of a special use permit to build a solar farm in Cheboygan 

County pursuant to Ordinance Sections 20.7 and 18.7, respectively. This Application is submitted along 

with the attached exhibits for consideration by the Director of Planning and Zoning and the Planning 

Commission. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Today, renewable energy projects are the world’s fastest growing, most affordable source of electricity. 

Orion Renewable Energy Group LLC, an affiliate of the Applicant, has developed over 5,000 megawatts 

of clean, renewable energy worldwide, including projects located in Illinois, Indiana, Oklahoma, Oregon, 

Pennsylvania, Texas, and Wyoming. Its team of meteorologists, engineers, and developers visit and 

study sites across the country to find those locations with the right combination of renewable energy 

resource, landowner partners, compatible environmental conditions, and transmission grid accessibility. 

Based on its review, Cheboygan County has been identified as an optimal location for a solar facility. 

The Applicant proposes to develop, construct, and operate a photovoltaic solar energy facility known as 

the Cheboygan Solar Project (“Project”) within Cheboygan County, Michigan.  To accomplish this, the 

Project has leased a total of approximately 1,566 acres of private property in Cheboygan County.  Solar 

panels for the Project will be located on leased land inside a fenced area of approximately 862 acres 

(“Project Area”). Of the fenced Project Area, approximately 227 acres will be covered by solar panels, as 

measured when they are oriented horizontally.  

As noted in the County’s Master Plan, one of the County’s goals is to “provide opportunities for safe and 

efficient use and transport of energy sources.”  The first two strategies set forth for meeting that goal 

are to “allow for appropriate use and transport of all forms of energy” and “ensure opportunities for 

development of renewable energy that maximizes sustainable use of natural resources and retains 

DTOMLINSON
Typewritten Text
6




