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Maylone	stated	that	this	is	a	relatively	small	tower	with	a	triangular	cross	section	12	inches	on	a	side	and	at	½	mile	away	the	
visual	impact	is	reduced.		Mr.	Maylone	stated	that	collocation	is	not	an	option	because	this	will	be	a	light	weight	tower	and	will	
only	hold	7	square	wind	load	at	100	miles	per	hour,	which	is	a	State	of	Michigan	requirement.		Mr.	Maylone	stated	that	they	do	
not	use	commercial	towers	due	to	the	cost	factor.		Mr.	Maylone	stated	that	generally,	a	lease	on	a	commercial	tower	is	$500	‐	
$1000	per	month.	Mr.	Maylone	stated	that	these	towers	are	built	for	under	$5,000.		Mr.	Maylone	stated	that	he	has	not	heard	
back	from	the	FFA	yet	about	this	location.	Mr.	Maylone	stated	that	the	FFA	is	doing	a	survey	which	will	also	go	to	MDOT	for	
approval.	Mr.	Maylone	 stated	 that	 the	 FFA	has	 45	 days	 to	make	 a	 determination.	Mr.	Maylone	 stated	 that	 Patsy	Knaffle	 is	
attending	this	meeting.	Mr.	Maylone	stated	that	Mrs.	Knaffle	and	her	husband	own	the	property	and	they	believe	this	tower	is	
good	for	the	neighborhood.		
	
Mr.	Ostwald	asked	how	far	will	one	tower	will	provide	service.	Mr.	Maylone	stated	that	they	have	a	tower	at	the	Grand	Hotel	
on	Mackinaw	Island,	which	reaches	11‐12	miles.	Mr.	Maylone	stated	that	they	are	building	a	tower	in	Levering	on	Hare	Road,	
which	is	a	13	mile	link.			Mr.	Maylone	stated	that	this	tower	is	engineered	for	6	miles	(3	mile	radius).		Mr.	Maylone	stated	that	
they	have	towers	that	go	as	far	as	28	–	29	miles.		Mr.	Maylone	stated	that	it	depends	on	the	terrain	and	tree	coverage.		
	
Ms.	Croft	asked	for	public	comment.	There	were	no	public	comments.	Public	comment	closed.		
	
The	Planning	Commission	reviewed	and	approved	the	General	Findings,	Finding	of	Fact	Under	Section	17.13.1.a,	Finding	of	
Fact	 Under	 Section	 17.13.2.b,	 Findings	 of	 Fact	 Under	 Section	 18.7	 and	 the	 Specific	 Findings	 of	 Fact	 Under	 Section	 20.10.	
Motion	by	Mr.	Freese,	seconded	by	Mr.	Kavanaugh,		to	approve	the	special	use	permit	based	on	the	General	Findings,	Finding	
of	Fact	Under	Section	17.13.1.a,	Finding	of	Fact	Under	Section	17.13.2.b,	Findings	of	Fact	Under	Section	18.7	and	the	Specific	
Findings	of	Fact	Under	Section	20.10	subject	to	FAA	letter	of	approval	is	to	be	submitted	to	Planning	&	Zoning	Department	and	
Department	of	Building	Department	Safety	requirements	are	to	be	met.	Motion	carried.	8	Ayes	(Bartlett,	Freese,	Kavanaugh,	
Borowicz,	Croft,	Ostwald,	Lyon,	Jazdzyk),	0	Nays,	1	Absent	(Churchill)	
	
ERS	Telecom	Properties	and	Bernard	Jankoviak		
Requests	 a	 Special	 Use	 Permit	 for	 a	 wireless	 communication	 facility	 (section	 17.13).	 The	 property	 is	 located	 on	 South	
Extension	Road,	Mullett	Twp.,	 section	7,	parcel	#130‐007‐100‐001‐00,	 and	 is	 zoned	Agriculture	and	Forestry	Management	
(M‐AF).			
	
Mr.	McNeil	stated	that	this	is	a	request	for	a	special	use	permit	for	a	tower	and	this	property	is	zoned	Agriculture	and	Forestry	
Management.	Mr.	McNeil	stated	that	the	proposed	height	of	this	tower	is	250	feet	and	it	does	not	meet	the	isolation	standard	
from	the	lot	line.		Mr.	McNeil	stated	that	section	17.3.1	does	allow	the	Planning	Commission	to	reduce	the	isolation	standard	
up	to	50%	if	they	can	show	the	structure	is	built	to	collapse	within	that	50%	reduction.		Mr.	McNeil	stated	that	the	applicant	
has	provided	a	letter	from	an	engineer	which	would	set	the	isolation	standard	at	60%.		Mr.	McNeil	stated	that	the	applicant	has	
addressed	section	17.13.			
	
Ms.	Croft	referred	to	the	application	and	noted	that	site	plan	standard	d	states	that	there	will	be	a	6	foot	tall	chain	link	fence	
around	the	“sixty	foot	by	sixty	foot	(6‘	x	6’)	compound”.		Ms.	Croft	asked	if	this	is	60	foot	x	60	foot	or	6	foot	x	6	foot.		Mr.	McNeil	
stated	that	this	will	be	verified	with	the	applicant.			
	
Mr.	Jazdzyk	asked	Mr.	McNeil	to	review	the	variances	that	the	applicant	can	receive	through	use	of	a	professional	engineer.	Mr.	
McNeil	stated	that	the	ordinance	requires	that	the	tower	is	set	back	from	property	lines	the	same	distance	as	the	height	of	the	
tower.	 	Mr.	McNeil	stated	that	 the	ordinance	also	allows	the	Planning	Commission	to	reduce	that	requirement	up	to	50%	if	
they	can	show	that	the	tower	will	collapse	within	the	area	provided	for	the	setback.		Mr.	McNeil	stated	that	the	applicant	has	
provided	this	information	and	based	on	his	calculations	it	is	approximately	60%.		Mr.	Kavanaugh	asked	if	it	could	be	reduced	
to	50%.		Mr.	McNeil	stated	that	it	can	be	reduced	to	50%.	
	
Mr.	 Babich	 stated	 that	 he	 is	 with	 Pyramid	 Network	 Services	 and	 he	 is	 representing	 ERS	 Telecom	 Properties.	 	 Mr.	 Babich	
introduced	 Rob	 LaBelle,	 who	 is	 with	 Williams,	 Williams,	 Rattner	 &	 Plunkett,	 PC.	 	 Mr.	 Babich	 stated	 that	 ERS	 Telecom	
Properties	 is	 requesting	 a	 special	 use	 permit	 for	 a	 wireless	 telecommunication	 facility	 in	 an	 Agriculture	 and	 Forestry	
Management	Zoning	District	in	Mullett	Township	on	property	that	is	owned	by	Bernard	Jankoviak.		Mr.	Babich	stated	that	the	
communication	facility	is	designed	for	Verizon	Wireless.		Mr.	Babich	stated	that	ERS	Telecom	Properties	will	provide	support	
for	emergency	services	by	providing	wireless	communications	to	paramedics,	firefighters	and	law	enforcement	agencies.		Mr.	
Babich	stated	that	ERS	Telecom	Properties	has	determined	this	location	based	on	thorough	computerized	studies.		Mr.	Babich	
stated	 the	 technical	 criteria	 for	 establishing	 cell	 sites	 is	 very	 exacting	 as	 to	 the	height	 and	 location	of	 the	 communications	
facility.	 	 Mr.	 Babich	 stated	 that	 based	 on	 computerized	 patterns	 and	 topography,	 engineers	 have	 identified	 the	 necessary	
location	 for	 this	personal	 communication	 service.	 	Mr.	Babich	 referred	 to	 the	propagation	maps	and	explained	 the	 existing	






