
Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners 
Committee of the Whole Meeting 

May 25, 2021 
 

The Committee of the Whole meeting of the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners was 
called in the Commissioners Room, District Court Room, and via telephonic by Chairperson 
John Wallace at 9:30 a.m. 
        
Roll called and a quorum present. 
 
PRESENT:  Commissioners Mary Ellen Tryban, Richard Sangster, Michael Newman, Ron  
                     Williams, Roberta Matelski, John Wallace and Steve Warfield. 
 
ABSENT:   None 
 
Also in attendance:   Administrator Jeff Lawson, Administrative Secretary Kathy Morrow, 
County Clerk Karen L. Brewster, Treasurer Buffy Weldon, Sheriff Dale Clarmont, Chum 
Ostwald, Dale Giddings, Vince Lumetta, William Burnell, Joann Cromley, Debbie Pond, Owen 
Goslin, Missy France, All Moberly, Shawn Wyzlic, Rob Ross, Stephen Hatt, Janet Mleczewski, 
John Moore, Louis Vallance, David Martin, Leonard Page, Betsy Gahn, Chris Kress, Amy 
Naylor, Lena Thompson, Wendy Chase, Madalyn Naylor, Larry Hull, Beth Bridgman, Joe Klein, 
Amy Gardner, Abby Rubley, Clara Hendrickson, Craig Mauger, Jean Richendollar, Joanne 
Galloway, John Flesher, Kortny Hahn, Scott Swanson, Kurt Knowles, Laz Surabian, Mardi Link, 
Mary O’Neil, Paul Stenno, Paul Warrick, Sandy Planisek, Steve DeLongchamp, Taylor Wisner, 
Teresa Ross, John Petkus, Deejay Lena, Wendy Chase, Carol Neumann and Randy Strong. 
 
Commissioner Wallace gave the invocation and Commissioner Newman led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Tryban, seconded by Commissioner Matelski, to approve the agenda 
as presented moving item #6 Scheduled Visitors/Departments Reports up before Citizens 
Comments.   Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent. 
 
SCHEDULED VISITORS/DEPARTMENT REPORTS  
 
Chairperson John Wallace and Administrator Jeff Lawson presented Charles “Chum” Ostwald 
with an appreciation certificate for his 19+ years of loyal and dedicated service with the 
Cheboygan County Planning Commission. (Applause was given).  Mr. Ostwald commented that 
during his service it bought him three (3) new trucks and one (1) new car. Administrator Lawson 
stated that Chum was on the Planning Commission for many-many years and he kind of made a 
little bit of a joke about that. As far as how much he got paid, he donated a lot of time over the 
years and he served the community well.   
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS  
 
Dale Giddings, citizen of Mentor Township and Cheboygan County Board of Canvasser 
commented that Brian May recently stepped down from the Canvass Board.  Brian was a good 
man, it was a pleasure working with him and he did a lot of good service for this County. 
 
Vince Lumetta, citizen of Beaugrand Township commented that he wanted to stand up for the 
clerks from all of the townships and for the County. There was a strong work ethic in this 
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community and those folks have certainly done that as they move forward with this process of 
election integrity.  As a young child, his mother and the ladies in the neighborhood was one of 
those ladies that worked the election. Even though, they may have had different political 
perspectives, when they came together, they were very serious about the task they were 
assigned too. He wanted to be supportive of those folks because they worked very hard and 
was getting beat up unmercifully with everything right now. The clerks have a good process in 
place and this should be considered as things move forward. 
 
William Burnell, citizen of Benton Township commented that he was not there to beat up on the 
County Clerks staff, but was there to air on the integrity of their voting and transparency.  This 
was a free country and he would like to see it kept that way. He also commented that it was nice 
not to see masks being worn. In the State of Arizona and Georgia, they were going thru the mail 
in ballots to see what’s right and what’s wrong and that was what we needed here was for 
somebody to stand up for our country. 
 
Beth Bridgman, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented that she was probably the first 
person into the City Clerk and the County Clerk’s offices the day after the election to say that 
they hadn’t seen any problems with the November Election. Nobody had heard any complaints 
and she thanked them for their hard work.  It wasn’t until her absentee ballot, which wasn’t 
counted at State level that she suspected that there might be more to the story.  This has never 
been about going after the clerks at any level. They knew that most of the problem had been 
conducted at levels above the clerks.  An acceptable error rate was 1 in 10 million ballots, which 
was where they needed to start to see what had happened. The forensic audit has nothing to do 
with any clerk level activity.  It has to do with was their access from foreign people into the 
election, into the voter rolls at the state level, and into everybody’s cell phones because 500,000 
cell phones was hacked from the night of the election.  She asked the County Clerk to review 
the Antrim County audit and provide a statement. This was not a personal attack on any clerk. 
 
Joanne Cromley, citizen of the Koehler Township commented that she was hoping that the 
Board could help her understand why they were pursuing fraudulent election irregularities in 
Cheboygan County instead of questioning the honesty and reputation of the County Clerk, the 
nineteen (19) Township Clerks and the City Clerk. They should be thanking them for their 
excellent job during the 2020 elections and previous elections.  They should be thanking all of 
the election workers that stepped up to work long hours on Election Day.  From the elected 
officials to the elected poll workers, they should not disrespectful the work that they have done.  
They should take pride that the County held a clean, honest election, and one of integrity. 
Should the Board of Commissioners pursue an audit, they would be opening up the County to a 
lawsuit by Dominion who currently has multiple lawsuits in the billions.  Ms. Cromley questioned 
whether this what they wanted for the community and can they afford the risk?  The voting 
machines were federal-critical infrastructure and should not be turned over to an uncredited 
agency.  If the Board of Commissioners choose such an agency, then the County would be 
responsible for having to pursue new voting machines for future elections at a cost in the 
millions.  Is this how the Board of Commissioners what to spend their money? She implored 
each of them to think long and hard about going down that road. 
 
Debbie Pond, citizen of the Benton Township commented that she was an active voter and had 
nothing but praise for the County, Townships and the City Clerks attention to handle their 
elections with grace, fairness and efficiently. She believed that this was the overwhelming 
feeling about how their local elections have been held. Last week, Cheboygan County was 
featured in a Washington Post newspaper story about election fraud. Needing more information, 
she did a FOIA request for a recording of the Election Information Sub-Committee meeting that 
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was referenced in the article.   While listening to the meeting, she was surprised to hear about 
the potential plan to hand over their election machines to unknown experts, provided by 
Attorney Stephanie Lambert, to analyze the data software, which she offered for free. She 
believed that there had to be some sort of personal gains or strings attached that was best for 
accounting of Matt DePerno. She would like to thank the clerks for a job well done and use the 
money elsewhere.  In the meeting, Election Source Vice President Steve DeLongchamp 
deemed the Election Equipment as critical infrastructure by the Federal Government just like a 
nuclear power plant and it cannot be turned over to an unaccredited agency or company.  
 
Owen Goslin, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented that he just found out about the 
Election Information Sub-committee by reading an article in the Washington Post.  Last week, 
Antrim County’s lawsuit was thrown out of Court, which was the one of the last lawsuits tied to 
the 2020 Election. There was never any basis for the accusations of fraud in Antrim County, but 
a few loud voices enjoyed the media attention and thought nothing about causing division in the 
community for their own partisan gain.  He felt that the Antrim County Clerk Cheryl Guy was a 
hero for standing up to the death threats that she had received and consistently working to 
uphold the election laws and the truth.  He was dismayed that Cheboygan County was 
considering going down the path of Antrim County.  At the last Election Sub-Committee 
Meeting, the Board of Commissioners hosted a downstate Lawyer Stephanie Lambert who 
entertained the idea of a “free” audit.  Please be aware of anyone offering the County “free 
services”. What cost will there be for the County’s reputation as they go down that path? Who’s 
going to pay for the litigation fees for interfering with the November Election? Who’s going to 
pay for the disruption that this was going to cost? There was no credible evidence of the fraud in 
this County.  Cheboygan County should celebrate the record number of people who came out to 
vote during the pandemic and also the staff of the clerks and election workers because it was a 
free and fair election.  He worked as a poll challenger and it renewed his confidence in the 
election. If anyone was questioning the system, volunteer as an election worker.     
 
Missy France, citizen of Inverness Township commented that District Court was packed and 
there was a ton of people on the call for today’s meeting.  The sleeping giant was awoken.  
There was a new theme coming out where they didn’t want to have the County invest a lot of 
money in the election integrity issue and it sounded like they have already done some investing 
into it, which was one of the excuses as to why they didn’t want to push forward.   Where was 
the attorney getting this information, what was their advice and who was leading that attorney?  
She wanted to remind everybody that the Board of Commissioners was here to represent the 
people.  There were more people waking up, standing up and talking about these election 
integrity issues across not only the country, but across the world, which was a big deal. If they 
were concerned about the money being spent, they needed to focus on what was happening in 
the county and what the people wanted to see happen.    
 
Al Moberly, citizen of Benton Township, commented that Cheboygan County was going down a 
road that he didn’t think we didn’t need to go down.  There has been good election integrity 
since the 1700s with many changes over time. Last year, there were numerous recounts for the 
Presidential Election and investigations turning up very little problems and absolutely no 
problem that he found that affected the outcome of the elections.  Cheboygan County was 
heavily a Republican County and it seemed like this “integrity” seemed to be within the fringe of 
the Republican Party. Why would these people choose Cheboygan County?  If Cheboygan 
County was going to get on the map, he hoped that it was not for a red herring like this, which 
was proposed by some supposed patriots and people who were falsely concerned about their 
election integrity. 
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Shawn Wyzlic, citizen of Mackinaw Township commented that she wanted to add her voice to 
those who have already spoken against this forensic audit.  This was a waste of time and of 
money. Cheboygan County voted for former President Trump at a 2 to 1 rate and she saw no 
reason why the County needed this audit.   
 
Stephen Hatt, citizen of Tuscarora Township commented that the late great Sam Rayburn 
served as the 43rd Speaker of the U.S. House of Representative Republican Chair famously 
said, “It takes a carpenter to build a barn, but any jackass can kick it down”. 
 
Rob Ross, citizen of Benton Township commented that he worked the election in November at 
Benton Township.  He stated that 99.9% of everybody that worked the elections and he was not 
speaking for them, but was speaking on their behalf were honest people and the opportunity for 
them to screw up were minuscule.  The idea that there was some reality behind   a failed 
election in Michigan was not only impossible, but it was so unreal that nobody in their right mind 
should ever entertain that idea. Workers of other political beliefs work in concert with each other.  
 
Janet Mleczewski, citizen of Beaugrand Township commented she was there because she 
heard a lot of talk about money and also other things that just didn’t seem important to election 
integrity. This was not about the past, not about 2020, not about the parties, but it was about 
making sure things were straight for the future. She was sure that there was not one of them 
that would lay down their lives for their children or their grandchildren.  She knew that there 
were many-many young men and women who have laid down their lives to preserve the 
freedom of this country and she believed that this was what they needed to do. It’s about the 
about the future and they need to take the risk and consider taking, whatever, risk it takes to 
preserve this for our children and grandchildren.  
 
Joe Klein, citizen of Benton Township commented that they have heard a lot of quotes from the 
past.  In 1941, Franklin Roosevelt said, “a date which will live in infamy.” But right now, there 
was too much fear from every different angle.  He wanted this free audit for one (1) reason, the 
integrity of the future.  We cannot change the past, but we can learn from it.  He hoped that 
each and every one remembered the little puppet show that he put on last time he was here.  It 
wasn’t to be entertaining, but to try to go ahead and bring home a point.  If you decide to vote on 
this voter integrity, each of the Board of Commissioners would be looked at through the eyes of 
all the people as a shining star and not just a public servant. 
 
Randy Strong, citizen of Nunda Township thanked the Board for all of the work they did.  During 
this meeting, he heard about infrastructure and about money. In 1941, he earned about 
$12,500, which was his pay for the year.  He slept inside most of the time when he wasn’t 
deployed. There was a bunch of other people including himself that would like this election 
integrity looked at for the future who signed similar oaths and contracts, whereby, they 
inconvenienced themselves not for money, but for the very concept of freedom. He commented 
on an audit in Arizona where some of the data was gone and he gave an example of driving 
down interstate I-75 and a big chunk of it was missing, the infrastructure would be broken.  In an 
ideal utopia world, we’re all crazy. Say the auditors come in, do an audit and everything’s fine. 
The Board would go back to work doing whatever they were doing. This audit was for his kids 
and his grandkids. They just wanted to make sure that everyone’s voice was heard. 
 
John Moore, citizen of and Supervisor for Nunda Township commented on Resolution 2021-13 
Declaring and Approving a Local State of Emergency and urged the Board to pass that because 
it was nice to have the option.  He also commented that the Nunda Township clerk had received 
numerous letters concerning election integrity and she stated not to go down the rabbit          
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hole.  She also gave an open invitation to Commissioner Warfield to come join her for the 
August 4, 2021 School Election and learn firsthand how elections were handled.   
 
Theresa Ross, citizen of Burt Township commented that this whole election integrity exercise 
was built on a lie. She stated that she was an election worker and every clerk and election 
worker out there has been trained.  They were dedicated to the process.  The process was fair 
and accurate.  This was a slap in the face to have a private company step in with the outcome 
being the goal rather than the process.  It was ludicrous that our leaders including elected 
officials such as themselves continue to push the big lie.  She suggested that every elected 
official be mandated to take the same training election workers take. 
 
Louis Vallance, citizen of Grant Township commented that last week the Reconvened 
Committee of the Whole Meeting was in violation of the Opens Meeting Act.  The County was 
under a Statewide and Local Emergency Resolution right now.  There was no call in number for 
the meeting. He asked the Board of Commissioners to reconsider Thursdays, Planning Session 
Meeting being held at the Senior Center and put in the infrastructure needed for the call as an 
option or hold it at the County Building, where they had the infrastructure in place.  He asked the 
Board to make this telephone option permanent. 
 
David Martin, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented that he recently heard that two (2) 
Commissioners have been talking about the election fraud, which they could do in their spare 
time.  His concern was they were spending the other Commissioners time, which was tax 
funded.  He read that there was consideration of paying for a forensic audit and he suggested if 
anyone wanted to do an audit, they should pay for it out of their own pockets.  Let’s help the 
poor and struggling to survive. 
 
Leonard Page, citizen of Grant Township commented that the challenge seems to the Dominion 
Voting Machine process.  There were 66 Counties in the State of Michigan using this Dominion 
Voting Machine and he was very curious how Cheboygan County was being selected by some 
group for this audit.  There was litigation in Wayne and Antrim County and he pointed out that 
Judge Elsenheimer dismissed the litigation recently in Antrim County and he made it rather 
clear that audit procedures were governed by state law and the state constitution, and he 
strongly suggested that the Commissioners may wish to consult with the County Clerk Brewster 
and Civil Counsel Bryan Graham as to how audit procedures should be conducted.   It has been 
over six (6) months since the November 2020 Election and there’s still no evidence of 
widespread voter fraud, nor evidence of any irregularities in the Dominion count process.  At 
some point, we have to stop this. 
 
Betsy Gahn, citizen of Township commented that it was quite embarrassing and un-American of 
people that didn’t think any kind of election integrity was very important moving forward.  This 
was something that was so important for the country, our children and our grandchildren. This 
was not a joke and no one was unappreciative of the election workers that worked on Election 
Day.  We all want to work together as a community, but the people that were speaking up were 
also the people that have not shown up at the meetings to understand the process. 
  
John Petkus commented that he worked the election in 2020 as an election challenger. He 
worked with several non-profit organizations and he actually drove around to 19 different 
precincts. There were a couple of things that were being missed in some of this discussion 
today.  All of this conversation that was being done across the country, across the world had the 
exact goal of undermining the stakes in the election, the States, the election officials and 
undermining the faith in the people who oversaw these elections. He wanted to point out that 
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this Board had no authority to have this audit and it puts the County in jeopardy. He strongly 
urged the Board to speak with an election attorney.   
  
Christopher Kress, citizen of Tuscarora Township commented that the Board had no authority to 
call for a recount.   If they were going to recount the election, they needed to recount every 
person on the ballot in 2020. 
 
Amy Naylor Joy, citizen of Mullett Township commented that she was concerned about why 
there was a question of doing this recount because the election was a fair and certified. If the 
election equipment gets turned over to somebody who was uncredited and unauthorized, they 
were going to have to replace everything.  It seems like there was no cause and there was a 
significant cost to this action. 
 
Lena Thompson, citizen of Benton Township commented that she would like to remind 
everybody what the history was of all of this supposed election integrity. This was just craziness 
when it came to putting a doubt in how we do our elections, which had nothing wrong. If you 
look at the counties that were targeted for the 2020 Election such as Milwaukee, Philadelphia, 
Atlanta, Detroit and Nevada, what do these have in common? She stated that they were largely 
African American majority cities or Latino majority cities. These were the only counties that they 
decided to target.  All of these 60 different litigations in those counties were thrown out. Why 
were they targeting Cheboygan County, which was a 95% or 98% white County that had no 
issue? This election integrity was just another word for an election circus brought on by one 
woman.    
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT  
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson gave an update on the Marina Fuel Dock Project.  The project would 
be starting this week. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson gave an update on the Human Resource Director.  The new Human 
Resource Director Julie Wheelock would be starting on June 15, 2021. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson reported on the 4th of July Fireworks.  Insurance information has 
been submitted for the 4th of July fireworks. Staff would be processing and reviewing what the 
study was as far as any protocols.    On July 1st the Health Department Rules for indoors would 
be lifted and on June 1st all outdoor capacity limits would be lifted, so for the 4th of July this 
should be fine for the usage of the facility.  Similarly, any parking in the parking lot area would 
be OK at that point in time. If something changes, staff would work with the City. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson gave an update on the Open Meetings Posting.  The County’s State 
of Emergency allows municipal units in Cheboygan County to either hold a remote meeting or 
not, which it doesn’t require them to do that.                          
 
OLD BUSINESS - None 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
Finance Director Sue Buitenhuis presented the U.S. Department of the Treasury Coronavirus 
Local Fiscal Recovery Fund.  The County has been awarded approximately $4,909,567 from 
the U.S. Department of Treasury Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund (the American 
Rescue Plan Act).  The period of performance was from March 3, 2021 until December 31, 
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2023.  Once the award was accepted, the County would receive half of the funding upfront and 
the remainder in approximately one (1) year.  The award provides for four (4) areas in which the 
funding would be spent, which would be discussed at the work session on Thursday, May 27th.  
This request was only to accept the award so funding could be received.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Sangster, seconded by Commissioner Tryban, to accept the 
$4,909,567 grant award from the U.S. Department of Treasury Coronavirus Local Fiscal 
Recovery Fund and authorize the Administrator to electronically accept the award terms.  A roll 
call vote was taken.  Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent. 
 
Finance Director Sue Buitenhuis presented the 2021 Budget Amendment – Fund 285: American 
Rescue Plan Act.  The County has been awarded approximately $4,909,567 from the U.S. 
Department of Treasury Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund (the American Rescue Plan 
Act).  The funds were for multiple years and a special revenue fund was needed to be set up to 
appropriately track these funds. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Newman, seconded by Commissioner Williams, to approve the 
budget amendment to create Fund 285: America Rescue Plan Act and raise revenue and 
expenditures for $4,909,567. A roll call vote was taken. Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 
absent. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson presented the Fairgrounds Agreement - Cheboygan County Humane 
Society Garage Sale.  The Cheboygan County Humane Society would like to use four (4) 
buildings Friday and Saturday, June 4th through June 5th for a garage sale. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Newman, seconded by Commissioner Warfield, to approve the 
agreement for the Cheboygan County Humane Society Garage Sale and authorize the 
Chairperson to sign.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson present Resolution Declaring and Approving a Local State of 
Emergency within Cheboygan County.  Section 3(2) of the Michigan Open Meetings Act, MCL 
15.263(2) authorized a public body to meet electronically or remotely at a public meeting due to 
a statewide or local state of emergency.  This Resolution declares and approves a “local state of 
emergency” within Cheboygan permitting remote meetings to be held and authorizing the 
implementation of Emergency Operation Plans as pandemic necessitates. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Wallace, seconded by Commissioner Matelski to adopt 
 

CHEBOYGAN COUNTY 
RESOLUTION #2021-13 

 
RESOLUTION DECLARING AND APPROVING A LOCAL ST ATE 

OF EMERGENCY WITHIN CHEBOYGAN COUNTY 
 

NOW , THEREFORE, BE IT DECLARED AND RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Cheboygan County Board of 
Commissioners and the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners hereby declare and approve, respectively, 
pursuant to Section 10 of the Emergency Management Act, as amended, MCL 30.410, that a “local state of 
emergency” exists within Cheboygan County due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic within Cheboygan County; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that local resources and f unding are being utilized to the fullest possible extent, and 
the Emergency Operations Plan will be partially or fully implemented as this pandemic necessitates; 



COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – May 25, 2021 
 

8 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners hereby consents to the 
continuation of the “local state of emergency” beyond the 7-day statutory limitation and as provided in this Resolution 
 
BE IT FURTHER DECLARED AND RESOLVED that this “local state of emergency” shall be effective upon the 
adoption of this Resolution and shall continue in effect until June 30, 2021, unless renewed by the Chairperson of 
the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners with the consent of the Cheboygan County Board of 
Commissioners 
 
A roll call vote was taken.  Motion was defeated with 3 yes, 4 no (Commissioners Sangster, 
Newman, Williams and Warfield) and 0 absent. 
 
BOARD MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION  
 
Commissioner Wallace commented that he gave all of the Board of Commissioners a copy of 
the Board Goals, which was for the Planning Session and asked them to review it.  Paying 
attention to economic development, which was a key issue of what they were trying to revive.  
He announced that tomorrow at 4:30 P.M. in Charlevoix, the CCE Central Dispatch was hosting 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the new 800 MHz System for the 911.  The Planning 
Session was scheduled for Thursday, May 27th with breakfast at the Cheboygan Senior Center 
starting a 9:00 a.m. and the Planning Session starting at 9:30 a.m.. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 
Vince Lumetta, citizen of Beaugrand Township commented that there was a group of ladies in 
Cheboygan and Emmet County who have started a chapter of The American Rosie the Riveters 
Association. If they were not familiar with them, the Rosie’s were the ladies who built the ships, 
the airplanes and the tanks during World War II.  They have been going out and finding these 
ladies who were at least 90 years old and beyond and getting their stories to print in the local 
newspapers.  They will be putting in a Rosie the Riveter rose garden right out in front of the 
County Building by the cannon with placards that people have sponsored. The chapter was still 
in search of the Rosie’s to get their stories out there. He was proud of his wife, Linda Rogers 
and the ladies for what they were doing.  The Mackinaw Ice Cutter in Mackinaw City was 
holding a Rosie the Riveters display. Last year, there was a lady that toured the ship who had 
helped build it as part of the war effort, which was quite inspiring. 
 
Janet Mleczewski, citizen of Beaugrand Township commented that she heard somebody was 
really trying to say it wasn’t legitimate to have someone outside of Dominion, checking 
Dominion, which to her sounded ridiculous.  If she had an employee that she suspected of 
embezzlement, she surely wouldn’t have that employee check into the finances. 
 
Wendy Chase, citizen of Mackinaw Township commented that she respects all of the election 
officials. She believed what they should be trying to do was work on ways that they could 
strengthen the democracy, work together and stop doing things that tear them down. The 
majority of Cheboygan County was Republican and everyone voted and the results were the 
results. This country asked the electorate to decide if President Trump should stay their 
President or not.  The electorate voted and that was the way it was. There were multiple officials 
and judges saying that this was a fair election.  As a country, we cannot throw elections out the 
window saying that they were meddled with because if those things had happened, officials 
would have found it.  There was always going to be some fraud.  This has to stop and we need 
to come together as the people and cannot be a divided America. If there was a reason to do an 
audit, then an audit should be done.  
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William Burnell, citizen of Benton Township commented that this was America and not China 
nor North Korea, so they should be able to do what they want to do and that was to open up the 
ballots to take a look at them. 
 
Larry Hull, citizen of Tuscarora Township commented that he has been a resident since 1977.  
On December 7 1941, his father was 21 years old. He answered the call and didn’t hide.  If he 
did hide and didn’t answer the call would the United States of America have won the war? Yes, 
they would have. Now we were in a situation with an entirely different type of battle field. The 
call has come to the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners. DePerno’s team found 
unmistakable evidence of corruption in the electronic portion of Antrim County. DePerno was 
trying to decide, prove, or disapprove that this corruption infiltrated Cheboygan County and the 
other 82 counties in the State. This was just an opportunity for them to prove or disapprove what 
Doctor Douglas Frank was talking about. 
 
Joe Klein, citizen of Benton Township commented that he wanted to change the narrative a little 
bit by saying he wanted the citizens to be confident that the voting machines have not been 
compromised by foreign nations or entities. We should want to prove that these machines were 
accurate. In the County, there was a FOIA request done, which showed 117 adjudication 
ballots. That means there was something wrong someplace.  Benton Township showed 18 
adjudicated ballots and showed that the Election Inspectors instead of being a 50 – 50 mix of 
the two major parties showed 3 to 1.  A husband and wife team filed a FOIA request with Aloha 
Township with the same questions and received different answers regarding the number of 
adjudicated ballots. 
 
Beth Bridgman, citizen of City of Cheboygan commented that she wanted to address the people 
who were anti-forensic audit, so that they could understand some of the information that has 
been brought to the Commissioners. She asked if anyone had any questions on what an 
adjudicated ballot was or the FTC guidelines when using electronic voting machines that an 
acceptable error rate was 1 in 10 million ballots. Cheboygan County had a total of 117.  She still 
had not narrowed down, did her vote count?  If they didn’t believe that every vote should count, 
then they didn’t have a democracy.  They were here today simply because they needed a forum 
where both sides could talk to one another and be informed of the details and the information.  
 
Missy France, citizen of Inverness Township commented that there were a lot of people putting 
their faith in attorneys. She googled Bar Examination – Wikipedia and read an excerpt from that.  
We are not practicing common law here in the United States and people were putting a lot of 
faith in the judicial system and were going to find out that the judicial system was corrupt.   
 
Madelyn Naylor, citizen of Mullett Township commented that this audit was unauthorized and 
unacceptable and she wanted the voting machines to remain accessible to everybody.  
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS  
 
Commissioner Williams commented that there was a long range of opinions out there.  The 
purpose of this Election Information Sub-Committee was just to do research.   The Board of 
Commissioner has to listen to their Civil Counsel and all they were doing was collecting 
information.    
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Commissioner Tryban commented that this was not specifically about the County Clerks, 
Township Clerks of City Clerks, but above the heads of all of those officials. She didn’t know 
where that came from, that they were going against the clerks because they do the work and 
they do a fine job, but she wasn’t sure at the State level.  She didn’t agree with the State 
changing deadlines and she thought the whole problem lied with the process of the absentee 
ballots. 
 
Commissioner Matelski commented that she visited the Veteran’s Memorial Park and it looked 
fantastic. 
 
Sheriff Clarmont commented that the Sheriff Department’s Work Crew was up and running.     
 
Motion by Commissioner Sangster, seconded by Commissioner Newman, to adjourn to the call 
of the chairperson.  Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent.  Meeting adjourned at 11:17 
a.m. 
 
 
_____________________________                    __________________________________ 
Karen L. Brewster            John B. Wallace 
County Clerk/Register                       Chairperson of Board of Commissioners 


