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PRESS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   CONTACT DALE CLARMONT  
May 9, 2014 *****     Sheriff, Cheboygan County 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Cheboygan County, Benton Township-Sheriff Dale Clarmont stated his department investigated 
an underage party involving alcohol and drugs at a residence in Benton Township in the  early 
morning hours of Cheboygan’s prom night which was held on May 3, 2014.  Several minors 
were cited for minor in possession of alcohol.  A warrant was sought on the home owners Mark 
and Catherine Pearson both 54 YOA for allowing alcohol consumption by minors in their home 
and they were arrested on_____.   
 
 “The investigation started by my deputies finding two suspicious vehicles parked behind a 
church off M-33 and finding two 16 year olds and an 18 year old sleeping off their alcohol.  
They stated they had left the Pearson residence after consuming alcohol,” said Clarmont. 
 
The deputies continued their investigation at the Pearson residence where alcohol, marijuana and 
crushed prescription pills were located.  The investigation as to how the minors came in 
possession of the alcohol and the drugs found in the home continues. 
 
“The parents were charged with a misdemeanor for allowing consumption of alcohol by minors 
on their property.  What I want to make clear is we will not tolerate this type of behavior by 
adults,” said Clarmont.   
 
Sheriff Clarmont also wants to remind those that allow drugs or alcohol to be consumed by 
minors on their property that there are stiff criminal and civil penalties if a crime or accident 
occurs as a result of the consumption.   
 
“During this time of year, some parents are tempted to allow drinking by minors at their home or 
property, under the misguided belief that the parents can at least make sure the kids “stay safe.”  
There is nothing safe about underage drinking.  Underage drinking parties in our county have 
resulted in assaults between minors, criminal sexual activity and assault, alcohol poisoning, drug 
use, and drunk driving crashes.  Property owners are responsible for what happens at their 
property.  Under the Michigan Social Host law, in addition to the civil liability, property owners 
can face criminal charges for allowing minors to consume or possess alcohol or drugs at a social 
gathering on their property, and can face jail time even if they did not provide the alcohol.  If the 
property owners provide the alcohol, they face even more serious penalties.  If a minor dies from 
alcohol poisoning or any accident resulting from drinking, then the property owners face prison 
time.  It is important that parents set an appropriate standard for their children, and allowing 
minors to drink is irresponsible, unsafe, and illegal.  Parents who allow it will be prosecuted” 
said Clarmont. 
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Cheboygan County Prosecuting Attorney, Daryl Vizina added, “I frequently hear people say, 
‘[W]hen I was a teenager, we smoked and drank booze. It’s no big deal.’ These folks fail to 
understand that the game has changed. The emergence of prescription drug abuse among our 
youth has significantly increased risk. The top two causes of accidental death are #1 prescription 
drug overdoses and #2 automobile accidents. Teenagers using alcohol and/or prescription drugs 
are a leading cause of automobile fatalities. It is a recipe for disaster when teenagers engage in 
these activities. As a result, my office will aggressively prosecute adults who assist teenagers 
engaging in these activities.” 
  


