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	CHEBOYGAN	COUNTY	ZONING	BOARD	OF	APPEALS	MEETING	&	PUBLIC	HEARING	

WEDNESDAY,	JULY		23,	2014,	2014	
ROOM	135		–	COMMISSIONER’S	ROOM	‐	CHEBOYGAN	COUNTY	BUILDING	

	
Members	Present:			 Charles	Freese,	Ralph	Hemmer,	John	Moore,	Chris	Brown,	Mary	Street	
	
Members	Absent:	 None	
	
Others	Present:	 Scott	 McNeil,	 Russell	 Crawford,	 Cheryl	 Crawford,	 Travis	 Horrocks,	 Crystal	 Horrocks.	 Doug	

Domke,	Delmer	Porter,	Tony	Matelski	
	
The	meeting	was	called	to	order	by	Vice‐Chairperson	Moore	at	7:00pm.	
	
PLEDGE	OF	ALLEGIANCE	
Vice‐Chairperson	Moore	led	the	Pledge	of	Allegiance.		
	
Chairperson	Freese	entered	the	meeting.	
	
APPROVAL	OF	AGENDA	
The	agenda	was	presented.		Motion	by	Mr.	Moore,	seconded	by	Mr.	Brown,	to	accept	the	agenda	as	presented.	 	Motion	
carried	unanimously.	
	
APPROVAL	OF	MINUTES	
Minutes	from	the	June	25,	2014	Zoning	Board	of	Appeals	meeting	were	presented.			Motion	by	Mr.	Brown,	seconded	by	
Mr.	Hemmer,	to	approve	the	minutes	as	presented.		Motion	carried	unanimously.	
	
PUBLIC	HEARING	&	ACTION	ON	REQUESTS	
Douglas	Domke	–	Requests	a	100	 ft.	 front	 setback	variance	 for	dwelling	 in	a	Natural	Rivers	Protection	 (P‐Nr)	zoning	
district.	The	property	is	located	at	11608	W.	638	Hwy.,	Forest	Township,	Section	24,	parcel	#231‐024‐209‐081‐00.	A	200	
ft.	front	setback	is	required	in	this	zoning	district.		

Mr.	McNeil	explained	that	Mr.	Domke	is	requesting	a	100	ft.	 front	setback	variance	for	a	dwelling	in	the	Natural	Rivers	
Protection	District.		Mr.	McNeil	stated	that	a	200ft.	front	setback	is	required.			

Mr.	Porter	stated	that	pictures	were	provided	to	the	Zoning	Board	of	Appeals	members.		Mr.	Porter	reviewed	the	pictures	
and	 stated	 that	 the	 Black	 River	 runs	 through	Mr.	 Domke’s	 362	 acres.	 	 Mr.	 Porter	 stated	 that	Mr.	 Domke	 has	 been	 a	
resident	of	Alaska	for	the	last	47	years	and	would	like	to	retire	and	build	a	home	at	this	location.		Mr.	Porter	stated	this	
would	be	the	only	home	in	approximately	1	mile	of	river.		Mr.	Porter	stated	that	the	home	would	be	in	the	middle	of	the	
property.		Mr.	Porter	stated	that	Mr.	Domke	owns	approximately	2	miles	of	river	front.		Mr.	Porter	stated	Mr.	Domke	can	
barely	 see	 the	 river	 from	 the	 proposed	 home	 site	 which	 is	 100ft.	 from	 the	 river.	 	 Mr.	 Porter	 stated	 if	 Mr.	 Domke	 is	
required	to	meet	the	200ft.	setback	he	will	have	to	put	in	16ft.	of	fill	below	his	home	to	elevate	the	home	high	enough	so	
Mr.	Domke	can	see	the	river.		Mr.	Porter	noted	that	the	nearest	neighbor	with	a	residence	is	south	on	Three	Mile	Road.		
Mr.	Porter	stated	this	house	is	85ft.	from	the	river	and	is	grandfathered	in.		Mr.	Porter	stated	Mr.	Price	is	the	neighbor	to	
the	north	and	would	grant	a	waiver	to	allow	Mr.	Domke	to	be	closer	than	the	200ft.	minimum	setback	requirement.		Mr.	
Porter	stated	in	Presque	Isle	County	all	of	the	residences	are	within	200ft.	of	the	river.		Mr.	Porter	stated	that	Mr.	Domke	
is	requesting	100ft.	even	though	he	will	barely	be	able	to	see	the	river.		Mr.	Porter	stated	that	Mr.	Domke	will	not	be	able	
to	 see	 the	 river	 at	 all	 if	 the	house	 is	 set	back	200ft.	 	Mr.	 Porter	 reviewed	multiple	pictures	and	noted	 that	due	 to	 the	
density	of	the	woods	there	is	poor	visibility	from	the	proposed	building	location	to	the	river.			

Mr.	Porter	stated	this	site	is	1600ft.	south	of	Errat	Road/West	638.		Mr.	Porter	stated	Mr.	Domke’s	private	road	crosses	
his	private	bridge	that	he	maintains.		Mr.	Domke	stated	the	building	site	is	on	the	south	side	of	the	Black	River	and	there	
is	nothing	on	either	side	of	the	river.		Mr.	Domke	is	requesting	a	variance	to	allow	him	to	move	closer	to	see	the	river.			

Mr.	 Freese	 asked	 for	 public	 comments.	 There	 were	 no	 public	 comments.	 	 Public	 comment	 closed.	 	 There	 was	 no	
correspondence	to	be	read.		
	
Board	held	discussion.		Mr.	Brown	stated	this	is	a	large	tract	of	land	with	more	than	a	mile	of	river	frontage	and	the	intent	
and	 spirit	 of	 the	 ordinance	 is	 to	 protect	 the	 pristine	 value	 of	 the	 river.	 	 Mr.	 Brown	 noted	 that	 this	 parcel	 could	 be	
subdivided	and	there	could	be	30	or	40	more	homes	in	there	even	with	a	200ft.	setback.		Mr.	Freese	stated	that	this	is	not		






