
 

 

CHEBOYGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

January 22, 2013 
 
 
The regular meeting of the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners was called to order in the 
Commissioners Room by Chairperson Linda Socha at 9:30 a.m.   
 
Roll called and a quorum present. 
 
Present:  Commissioners Linda Socha, Bruce Gauthier, Pete Redmond, Cal Gouine, Tony Matelski, 
John Wallace and Sue Allor 
 

Absent:      None 
 
Commissioner Wallace gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

 Motion by Commissioner Matelski, seconded by Commissioner Gouine, to approve the agenda as 
presented.  Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 1 absent.   

  

CITIZENS COMMENTS – Joanne Cromley, a Koehler Township resident, addressed the Board 
regarding the DEQ and a Canadian energy company, Encana with Team Services of Kalkaska 
spreading frack fluid or flowback from two hydraulic, high-volume, slickwater fracking wells in June of 
2012 on private and public roads in Cheboygan County.  Ms. Cromley asked for the support of the 
Board in obtaining answers to several questions. She said she would provide the board a copy of a CD 
she received under the Freedom of Information Act.  Nunda Township Supervisor John Moore stated 
from the townships’ prospective it was specified as oil well brine on documents from the Road 
Commission.  Chairperson Socha advised Ms. Cromley to address this issue with the townships.  Chair 
Socha also requested the County Administrator to contact Andrea Sullivan from the DEQ to speak to 
the board at an upcoming Committee of the Whole Meeting regarding fracking.    
 
SCHEDULED VISITORS/DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS – A certificate of appreciation for Joe 
Lavender for 11 years of service as County Equalization Director was to be presented, however, Mr. 
Lavender was unable to be present. 
 
Harry “Bud” Wagner introduced Greg Whittaker and Dr. Jerry Perrone of the Straits Area Grape 
Growers Association.   Greg Whittaker is the current president of SAGGA.  Mr. Whittaker said the group 
started 3 years ago and currently has 70 members spread throughout Charlevoix, Emmet, Kalkaska, 
Antrim and Cheboygan counties.  SAGGA work closely with North Central Michigan College in 
Petoskey.  SAGGA covers an area from Mackinaw City to the North, Rogers City to the East, Kalkaska 
to the South and Traverse City to the West.  Dr. Perrone said you might ask how a region north of the 
45

th
 parallel defines itself as a producer of world renowned wines.  He said the simple answer is to grow 

world class cold hardy wine grapes.  The challenge is that only the hardiest most cold-hardy varieties 
can be successfully grown and harvested in sufficient amounts to support a wine industry.    Cold 
climates restrict the number of grape varieties that can be grown. The varieties that do well become the 
signature grapes and that very factor will give sales traction.   Nicholas of Black River Winery in 
Cheboygan County was the very first grape grower in the area.  Dr. Perrone started growing grapes for 
wine 20 years ago and at that time was the only grape grower in Emmet County.  Dr. Perrone said 
small and medium sized wineries are extremely important for rural development because of their 
multiplier effect.  They draw tourists who patronize other businesses, such as hotels, restaurants, gas 
stations and other commercial businesses.  Dr. Perrone noted that building departments in other 
counties have looked upon these wineries under the Right to Farm Act; however there has been some 
problems with the Cheboygan County building department.  Dr. Perrone said they want the support of 
each county’s board of commissioners.  Chairperson Socha said the Cheboygan County Board of 
Commissioners has put priority on agriculture through its involvement with MSU-E and the NLEA.  She 
said we know the importance of value added Ag and Master Plan workshops for finalization of Ag land 
will be held soon in the county.  She said this presentation was well timed as members from SAGGA 
could attend the Master Plan sessions; we have to protect our Ag land. She invited the group to utilize 
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the county’s MSU-E office and NLEA.   Dr. Perrone said representatives from MSU-E and NLEA have 
attended SAGGA meetings in the past.  He said the American Agriculture Department is another 
resource they use.  Chairperson Socha said the Cheboygan County Farm Bureau is very active.  

  
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – Administrator Lawson’s written reported included information on the 
Animal Shelter, the County Building Roof Project which has been completed, RFP/Bid Preparation for 
web page redesign, Reid Building remodel and sidewalk/park lot improvements, and Wage and Benefit 
Survey to be distributed to our comparable counties.  He reported the Animal Shelter project is primarily 
completed with one door remaining to be installed.  The architect is reviewing the process used to 
polish the concrete floor in the building.  The floor is dull and has small scratches from the drywall 
installation.  The architect has requested that the contractor provide certification of paid subcontractors 
and suppliers to date.  A portion of the final payment will be withheld pending final site clean-up in the 
spring.  The County Building Roof Project is completed and the contractor has provided certification that 
all subcontractors have been paid.   
 
BOARD MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION  
 
Chairperson Socha requested the board’s annual planning session be scheduled.  Discussion was 
held.  The consensus was to hold a two day planning session in April.  Suggested venues were the 
Tuscarora Township Hall, Audies Restaurant in Mackinaw City or the Great Lakes Grill conference 
room.   The sessions would be from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with lunch brought in and a facilitator from MSU-E 
if possible. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS – None 
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS –   Commissioner Allor said several years ago when oil companies 
stormed the county she had an opportunity to talk to a few representatives from the gas companies.  It 
was interesting to hear them do a presentation as to how fracking occurs.  They made it sound so 
simple.  She said everyone she talked to was very evasive on giving an answer and she said it was 
extremely frustrating because the potential long term consequences of whatever was being inserted 
into the wells.   She feels it is important that the board keeps abreast on this issue that Ms. Cromley 
spoke of earlier.   Chairperson Socha said the reason we are federally required to have a local 
emergency planning committee is to look into chemicals that are stored in our county and have a plan 
to respond to them, not that we have a right to ask what they are, the DEQ tells us what is on the list.  
The reason for that is the public’s right to know.  She said she expects we will be getting more 
information through LEPC with public pressure for right to know of what chemicals and what measure 
are in this county.  She said she is looking forward to getting the CD so we will know what questions we 
have when we bring in Andrea Sullivan. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Redmond, seconded by Commissioner Wallace, to adjourn to the call of the 
Chair.  Meeting adjourned at 10:51 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________   ____________________________________ 

Mary Ellen Tryban     Linda Socha 
Cheboygan County Clerk/Register   Chairperson  


