
          

 

 

Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners 
 
                                  MISSION STATEMENT 
         Cheboygan County officials and staff will strive to provide public services in an  
            open and courteous manner and will responsibly manage county resources. 

 

 

Committee of the Whole Meeting 
                                                                         February 25, 2020 

9:30 a.m.  
    Agenda 

        
 

1. Call to Order        
 
2. Roll Call 
 
3. Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance 

 
4. Approve Agenda 
 
5. CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 
6. SCHEDULED VISITORS/DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

A.   Christine Gebhard, NCCMH – The Future of Behavioral Health 
B.   Sarah Kile – 2-1-1  
  

7. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
8. OLD BUSINESS 
  
9.        NEW BUSINESS 
             A.  2020 Veterans Affairs Training Grant 
             B.  Resolution #2020-04 in Support of 4-year Commissioner Terms 
             C.  2020 Vehicle Purchases 
             D.  Budget Adjustments    
  
10. BOARD MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION  
  
11. CITIZENS COMMENTS 
  
12. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
13. ADJOURN TO THE CALL OF THE CHAIR 
 
 
 



 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

2-25-20 
 
 
MARINA: The Engineer has completed plans and specifications for final approval by 

Michigan Waterways Staff.   The project is expected to be advertised for bid by 
the end of March. 

 
COUNTY BUILDING 
REPAIRS: MacMillan Associates, the structural engineer for the project will be on site 

Wednesday, February 26 to complete their field work to develop plans and 
specifications for the repair project.  Plans and specifications are scheduled to 
be completed by the first week of April with the project being advertised by mid 
April. 

 
INDIGENT  
DEFENSE  
MEETING ROOM: The County’s Indigent Defense compliance plan identifies the need for 

additional meeting room space for clients and their attorneys.  Space has been 
identified within the current District Court courtroom to construct a 7’x11’ 
meeting room to meet this need.  The estimated construction cost for this space 
is $12,500.  Funding for the project is provided by State Indigent Defense funds. 

 
 
GRANT LETTER 
OF SUPPORT: Staff has received a request from The Village of Mackinaw City’s Park and 

Recreation Board to provide a letter of support for their efforts to obtain a grant 
for technical assistance by the National Park Service to complete a 
comprehensive trail plan.  A request from Emmet County has also been received 
to provide a letter of support to obtain funding for signage and educational 
material to reduce contamination at recycling drop off sites.  Please find 
attached a copy of each letter. 

 
 

















   ______ 

Cheboygan County 

Board of Commissioners’ Meeting 
February 25, 2020 

 

 

 

Title:   Resolution 20-04 Support Passage of Legislation to Adopt 4-Year Terms for County 

Commissioners 

 

 

Summary:     Resolution supports the adoption of House Bills 4937-38 and Senate Bills 504-505 to 

enact four-year terms for County Commissioners within Michigan. 

 

 

Financial Impact:  NA 

 

 

Recommendation:   Approve Resolution 20-04 and authorize the Chair to sign. 

 

 

Prepared by:  Jeffery B. Lawson 

 

Department:  Administration 
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Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners 
Resolution 2020-04 

Supporting Passage of Legislation to Adopt 4-Year 
Terms for County Commissioners 

 

At a Regular Meeting of the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners, on 

February 25, 2020: 

 

WHEREAS, the 1963 Michigan Constitution stipulated four-year terms for the County Board of 
Supervisors, the preceding body to today’s Board of Commissioners; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Legislature voted in 1966 to abolish Boards of Supervisors and formally replace 
them with the Boards of Commissioners after the 1968 elections; and 
 
WHEREAS, Public Act 261 of 1966 promulgated that the length of terms for the new County 
Commissioners shall be concurrent with that of State Representatives, as specified in Article IV, 
Section 3 of the Michigan Constitution; and 
 
WHEREAS, the scope of duties of a County Commissioner has greatly increased in the last 
century – road patrols, indigent defense, mental health treatment and substance abuse 
prevention programing, land use and solid waste planning, food and water supply safety,  
economic development efforts, emergency management and response, etc.; and 
 
WHEREAS, Michigan is one of only five states in the United States that provides for exclusively 
two-year terms for County Commissioners; and 
 
WHEREAS, all other county and township elected officials in Michigan are elected to terms of at 
least four years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the position of County Commissioner is a highly complex oversight role that requires 
years to master; and 
 
WHEREAS, legislation to amend state law to enact four-years terms has been filed in the form 
of House Bills 4937-38 and Senate Bills 504-505; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Michigan Association of Counties supports the legislation as introduced; 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners supports 
House Bills 4937-38 and Senate Bills 504-505 to enact four-year terms for County 
Commissioners. 
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Motion by Commissioner_________________, seconded by Commissioner _______________ 
to adopt Resolution 2020-04.   A roll call vote was taken. Motion carried with: 
 
Yeas: 
Nays:  
Absent:  
 

 

                              __________________________________________________ 

                              John B. Wallace  

                            Chairman of the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners  

 

I, the undersigned, Clerk of Cheboygan County, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

complete copy of a Resolution adopted by the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners, at its Regular 

Meeting on February 25, 2020 the original of which is part of the Board’s minutes. 

 

                                _________________________________________________ 

                                Karen L. Brewster 

                                Clerk of the Board of Commissioners Cheboygan County 

 

 



   ______ 

Cheboygan County 

Board of Commissioners’ Meeting 
February 25, 2020 

 

 

 
Title:  Purchase of Three Vehicles 
 

 
Summary: The County requested sealed bids from vehicle dealers for the purchase of three 
(3) 2020 four-wheel/AWD drive SUVs comparable to a Ford Escape- S, Jeep Compass Sport 
or Chevrolet Equinox to compare to State MI Deal pricing  The County received bids from five 
companies as follows: 
Fernelius Auto Group-  2020 Jeep Compass Sport 4x4 $21,249.00 each  
 
Fernelius Ford- 2020 4WDFord Escape S (U9F) $22,540.75 each 
                         2020 4WDFord Eco-Sport S (PS1) $20,001.25 each 
      2020 4WDFord Explorer (K8B) $28,891.14 each 
 
Wheeler Chevrolet- 2020 AWD Chevrolet Trax $19,440.00 each 
             2020 AWD Chevrolet Equinox $22,191.00 each 
 
Jorgensen 2020 4WD Ford Escape S $23,000 each 
 
Seelye 2020 Jeep Compass 4x4 $21,289.00 
 
State MI Deal Pricing: 
2020 Chevrolet Equinox $21,436.00 
2020 Chevrolet Trax  $20,316.00 
2020 Ford Escape S $21,475.00 
2020 Ford Eco Sport $19,125.00 
2020 Jeep Compass Sport 4x4 $21,051.00 

 
Financial Impact:  $61,938 for three vehicles. Selected local dealers vehicle pricing within or 
below 5% local supplier preference section within the purchasing policy. 
 

 
Recommendation: Award purchase of Two (2) 2020 Jeep Compass Sport 4x4s for 
$21,249.00 each to Fernelius Auto Group and purchase of One (1) 2020 Chevrolet Trax to 
Wheeler Chevrolet for $19,440.00 and authorize the Chair to sign purchase agreements and 
any necessary budget adjustments. 

 
Prepared by: Jeffery B. Lawson 

 
Department: Administration 
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