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CHEBOYGAN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING & PUBLIC HEARING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2018 AT 7:00 PM 

ROOM 135 – COMMISSIONER’S ROOM - CHEBOYGAN COUNTY BUILDING 

PRESENT: Bartlett, Freese, Kavanaugh, Borowicz, Croft, Jazdzyk, Churchill, Lyon 

ABSENT: Ostwald 

STAFF:            Michael Turisk    

GUESTS: Eric Boyd, Russell Crawford, Cheryl Crawford, Roberta Matelski, Bob Lyon, Carl Muscott, John Moore, Karen 
Johnson, Tom Mangum, Larry Lutz, Mike Boyer, Walt Czapiga, David Lurie, Lawrence Hanson 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Croft at 7:00pm. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chairperson Croft led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
The meeting agenda was presented.  Motion by Mr. Kavanaugh seconded by Mr. Churchill, to approve the agenda as 
presented.  Motion carried.  8 Ayes (Bartlett, Freese, Kavanaugh, Borowicz, Croft, Jazdzyk, Churchill, Lyon), 0 Nays, 1 Absent 
(Ostwald) 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The June 26, 2018 Planning Commission minutes were presented.  Motion by Mr. Kavanaugh, seconded by Mr. Borowicz, to 
approve the meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried.  8 Ayes (Bartlett, Freese, Kavanaugh, Borowicz, Croft, Jazdzyk, 
Churchill, Lyon), 0 Nays, 1 Absent (Ostwald) 
 
The July 11, 2018 Planning Commission minutes were presented.  Mr. Jazdzyk noted that he did not attend the July 11, 2018 
Planning Commission meeting.  Motion by Mr. Kavanaugh, seconded by Mr. Churchill, to approve the meeting minutes as 
amended.  Motion carried.  8 Ayes (Bartlett, Freese, Kavanaugh, Borowicz, Croft, Jazdzyk, Churchill, Lyon), 0 Nays, 1 Absent 
(Ostwald) 
 
PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION ON REQUESTS 
Cheboygan County – Requests review of a capital improvement expenditure for a storage building. The property is located at 
1536 Hackleburg Rd., Koehler Township, Section 8, parcel #172-008-200-001-02 and is zoned Agriculture & Forestry 
Management (M-AF).  
 
Mr. Turisk reviewed the background information contained in the staff report.  There were no public comments.   
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the General Findings and Specific Findings.  Motion by Mr. Freese, seconded by Mr. 
Kavanaugh, to approve without further comment.  Motion carried.  8 Ayes (Bartlett, Freese, Kavanaugh, Borowicz, Croft, 
Jazdzyk, Churchill, Lyon), 0 Nays, 1 Absent (Ostwald) 
 
Lawrence Hanson and Heritage Cove Farm, Inc.  – Mr. Turisk stated the purpose of this meeting and public hearing is to 
hear comments about and consider findings under Section 18.7.e. as provided in the State of Michigan Court of Appeals 
unpublished Opinion dated January 16, 2018 being Docket No. 335159; 335206, Grandview Beach Association, 
Plaintiff/Appellant v County of Cheboygan and Cheboygan County Planning Commission, Defendants/Appellees and Heritage 
Cove Farm, Inc., Lawrence P. Hanson, Elizabeth A. Hanson, and Lib. Lib, LLC, Intervenors/Appellees.  The applicants have 
requested and received a Special Use Permit and approval based upon a submitted site plan and other evidence as part of the 
record, with such approval being appealed by Plaintiff/Appellant Grandview Beach Association.  Remaining matters pursuant 
to the Michigan Court of Appeals is a determination under Cheboygan County Zoning Ordinance Section 18.7.e. which reads 
as follows:  “The proposed special land use will not place demands on fire, police, or other public resources in excess of 
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current capacity nor increase hazards from fire or other dangers to the subject property or adjacent properties.”  The 
property is located at 625 Grandview Beach Rd., Tuscarora Township, sections 5 and 6, parcel  #162-005-300-002-00,  #162-
006-400-004-00 and #162-006-400-005-00 and are zoned Agriculture and Forestry Management District (M-AF) and Lake 
and Stream Protection District (P-LS). Mr. Turisk stated that the applicant has requested the item be tabled to a date 
uncertain. 
 
Motion by Mr. Kavanaugh, seconded by Mr. Churchill to table the request until a date uncertain.  Motion carried.  8 Ayes 
(Bartlett, Freese, Kavanaugh, Borowicz, Croft, Jazdzyk, Churchill, Lyon), 0 Nays, 1 Absent (Ostwald) 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment Relating To Motor Vehicle Repair And Fuel Sales Uses 
Mr. Freese stated he was not happy with 13.3.1  and 13C.3.2 and that these sections which list multiple uses on the same line 
should be separated into individual uses.  The Planning Commission agreed.  Motion by Mr. Freese, seconded by Mr. 
Kavanaugh, to schedule a public hearing at the earliest convenience and that no further legal review is required.  Motion 
carried.  8 Ayes (Bartlett, Freese, Kavanaugh, Borowicz, Croft, Jazdzyk, Churchill, Lyon), 0 Nays, 1 Absent (Ostwald) 
 
Mr. Freese reviewed a proposed changed to the solar array amendment regarding the property owners to keep vegetative 
screening, fences, berms and buildings upon their request at the point in time of decommissioning.  Mr. Freese also added a 
revision for exclusion of screening requirements on easements for buried electrical cables which connect non-contiguous 
portions of a solar farm regardless of their proximity to a dwelling.  The commission agreed with the amendments.  Motion 
by Mr. Freese, seconded by Mr. Kavanaugh to send to legal counsel.  Motion carried.  8 Ayes (Bartlett, Freese, Kavanaugh, 
Borowicz, Croft, Jazdzyk, Churchill, Lyon), 0 Nays, 1 Absent (Ostwald) 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
No comments.  
 
STAFF REPORT 
No comments.  
 
PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS 
Mr. Kavanaugh indicated that he felt further delays of the Heritage Cove Farm consideration to an unspecified date was not 
reasonable.  Mr. Jazdzyk indicated that further delays might not be justified.  Mr. Freese stated that this delay was requested 
by the applicant and that the applicant would have no reason to delay this matter any longer than was absolutely necessary 
and that the delay was perfectly justified in  view of the necessity for the applicant to review all materials submitted by July 
deadline.  Mr. Hanson stated that an outside consultant had been hired from downstate to produce the impact study and that 
he anticipated this to be completed in the next two weeks.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. Lurie stated his concerns that it has been 924 days since the Planning Commission approved the Heritage Cove Farm 
application with the condition of completion of an impact study.  Mr. Lurie noted that at the 06/26/18 Planning Commission 
meeting Mr. Wendling recommended allowing two weeks for submission of additional information for the Heritage Cove 
Farm to complete their impact study.  Heritage Cove Farm has requested the matter be tabled to a date unknown.  Mr. Lurie 
demanded 120 days to review, research and respond to the new material and to hire their own consultant.  Mr. Lurie is 
demanding additional time to present their findings other than the three minutes allowed for public comments.  Mr. Lurie 
asked if the questions that were submitted in writing will be answered by the Planning Commission.   
 
Mr. Mangum agreed that the Planning Commission’s decision was a horrible decision and was based on the threat of a 
lawsuit.  Mr. Mangum stated that the Planning Commission is in possession of information that clearly demonstrates that 
people with schizophrenia and bipolar are at a higher risk to commit a violent crime.  Mr. Mangum stated that Heritage Cove 
Farm poses a risk to the subject property and the adjacent properties.  Mr. Mangum stated that Mr. Freese noted in a previous 
meeting that there is enough information provided that establishes that people with schizophrenia or bipolar disease do pose 
an increased risk and that if you increase the likelihood of crime by 13.8 times based on the percentage of the population 
there is an increase in the crime rate in Cheboygan County by 1.3%.  MR. Mangum stated that the Planning Commission 
should look out for the best interest of the county and themselves.  Mr. Mangum stated that it is not the Grandview Beach 
lawsuit or the threat of lawsuit from the applicant that the Planning Commission should worry about.  Mr. Mangum stated 
that it will be when someone dies because they crammed the project through a ridiculous process and against everything in 
the zoning code and this is the one that they will have to worry about.   
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ADJOURN 
Motion by Kavanaugh to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:46pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Charles Freese 
Planning Commission Secretary 
 












































