
Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners 
Committee of the Whole Meeting 

April 27, 2021 
 

The Committee of the Whole meeting of the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners was 
called to order via telephonic and in the Commissioners Room by Chairperson John Wallace at 
9:31 a.m. 
        
Roll called and a quorum present. 
 
PRESENT:  Commissioners Mary Ellen Tryban, Richard Sangster, Michael Newman, Ron  
                     Williams, Roberta Matelski, John Wallace and Steve Warfield. 
 
ABSENT:   None 
 
Also in attendance:  Treasurer Buffy Weldon, Administrator Jeff Lawson, Administrative 
Secretary Kathy Morrow, Sheriff Dale Clarmont, IT Director Dave Berg, County Clerk Karen L. 
Brewster, Scott Swanson, Kortny Hahn, Beth Bridgman, Missy France, Probate Court Judge 
Daryl Vizina, Civil Counsel Bryan Graham, Larry Hull, Laz Surabian, Randy Strong, Owen 
Goslin, Joe Klein, Bernie Boucher, Janet Mleczewski, John Studer, William Brunell, Kurt 
Knowles, Sandy Planisek, Lynn Pierson and Steve DeLongchamp. 
 
Commissioner Wallace gave the invocation and Commissioner Newman led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Tryban, seconded by Commissioner Matelski, to approve the agenda 
as presented.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent. 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 
Owen Goslin, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented in support of Resolution #2021-10 
Supporting Law Enforcement Officers and Maintaining Qualified Immunity. 
 
Bernie Boucher, citizen of Aloha Township commented on Matthew DePerno’s team offer to do 
a free forensic audit in Cheboygan County and asked the Board of Commissioners to approve 
and/or vote to have the Dominion Voting Systems looked at before May 4th or have the May 
2021 election hand counted. 
 
Larry Hull, citizen of Tuscarora Township commented on election integrity and the offer by 
Matthew DePerno’s team to do a free forensic audit of Cheboygan’s equipment. He addressed 
MCL 168.794a Electronic voting system; authorization, acquisition, or abandonment; use; 
accuracy test. Sec. 794a (1) & (2) Subject to this section, the Board of Commissioners of a 
county, the legislative body of a city or village, the township board of a township, or the school 
board of a school district, by a majority vote, may authorize, acquire by purchase, lease, or 
otherwise, adopt, experiment with, or abandon an electronic voting system approved for use in 
this state, in an election. He stated he was not an attorney, but it seemed to him like this 
Michigan Compiled Law was giving the Board the entire authority to accept the offer and have 
the machines examined.  
 
Janet Mleczewski, citizen of Beaugrand Township commented that she probably had talked to 
every one of the Board of Commissioners over the telephone and wanted to also add her 
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concern as to why anybody would not want to accept this free audit with all of this confusion and 
discrepancy that has gone on in this election to make sure of the integrity of our future elections.  
 
Beth Bridgman, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented that she thought she emailed the 
whole Board the Matt DePerno email regarding the rights of the County Commissioners in 
regards to the election. It’s not an easy thing to go against an elected official. She thanked the 
Board of Commissioners for signing and opening up the county because the weekend was 
amazing for people to get together.  She commented on her disappointment with legal counsel; 
the delay with her FOIA Appeal and all of these tactics, which were not consistent with the 
principles of representation of the people in the county.  Election integrity needs to be restored 
and citizens need to get back to their inalienable rights before God.    
  
William Burnell, citizen of Benton Township commented that he noticed that this Board starts 
out this meeting with a prayer asking for wisdom from God to guide and direct their thoughts. 
Then they turn around and do just the opposite or anti-god. Why do we even ask for wisdom 
from God, if we were not going to stand behind his word? The Board of Commissioners was the 
voice of the people of this county and we stand with you to represent us, so we have this 
freedom in this country.  He asked that the machines be looked at because it was free and also 
asked that the Board support them as they support them.    
 
Joe Klein, citizen of Benton Township encouraged the Board to protect our election integrity, to 
secure the voting machines and accept the free forensic audit.  He volunteered his services to   
help hand count.  This county needs to have a fair election in this community.  He addressed 
the number of election inspectors at Benton Township; the need to get rid of the drop off boxes 
and the acceptance of the method of identification at the polling place. 
 
Randy Strong, citizen of Nunda Township commented that he worked at The Breakers where 
there was a cash register and cameras that were linked up to the cash register. So anything that 
he did on that cash register was audited at the end of the day.  This was how his boss knew that 
he was operating his business with integrity and fairness. He was concerned about an audit of 
these election machines and he didn’t understand why it didn’t make it on the agenda.  He 
thanked the Board for their hard work.  
 
John Studer, citizen of Ellis Township commented that he would like to secure these machines 
to get some integrity back into the system.  
 
Missy France, citizen of Inverness Township commented on the free forensic audit and was 
looking forward to seeing how this all plays out and she appreciated everything that the Board 
was doing regarding this.       
 
SCHEDULED VISITORS/DEPARTMENT REPORTS  
 
Probate Judge Daryl Vizina presented Donna Hansel, a Recognition Award for her years of 
service with the Cheboygan County Compass Academy. Ms. Hansel commented that it has 
been a very-very rewarding experience for her as a lawyer. She stated that she represents a lot 
of people in divorces who have custody cases. The work by the individuals coming out of this 
program shows that our work really does matter and was long lasting to these individual. 
 
Judge Daryl Vizina presented the 2020 Annual Probate and Family Court Report. Office staff 
was introduced and he thanked his staff for being essential during this pandemic.   A list of the 
different types of cases handled in Probate Court was given as follows:  Guardianship; Juvenile 
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Delinquencies; Compass Academy (formerly SAYPA); Conservatorships; Abuse/Neglect; 
Estates; Divorces with Minor Children; Name changes; Personal Protection Orders and Mental 
Health.  He reviewed the report and highlighted the 372 new Probate cases filed in 2020: 79 
juvenile neglect and abuse and delinquency cases, which included 31 new juveniles; 119 
estates/trusts; 33 divorces with children; 10 adoptions; 38 PPO’s rotated 50/50 with Judge 
Gauthier; 41 adult/minor guardianships; 9 name changes; 7 adult/minor conservatorships; 28 
mental illnesses and 8 miscellaneous cases.  Unlike other courts where cases are dealt with 
and completed, the Probate Court has long-term juvenile and adult guardianship cases that go 
on until the person either becomes an adult or passes away. Michigan’s age of majority has 
always been seventeen – meaning that a juvenile becomes an adult on his/her seventeenth 
birthday. On October 1, 2021, Michigan was “raising the age” of majority to eighteen.  This 
change will have a profound impact on the Probate Court system. The biggest changes would 
be that seventeen-year-old offenders would fall outside the jurisdiction of the District or Circuit 
Court in Cheboygan County. They would be shifted to the Probate Court.  Additionally, when 
this change occurs, the seventeen-year-old offenders would no longer be eligible for 
incarceration; instead, the option for high-risk off offenders was detention or long-term 
placement facilities.  These were extremely pricey options - an expected cost of $110,000/year 
per person.  The state was contributing money toward this looming budget problem. Compass 
Academy (formerly SAYPA) had 32 students in the program with 20 students currently enrolled.  
One (1) student made the honor roll and three (3) students in the program will be graduating 
high school this year.  Community Service/Summer Program Projects:  Cleaned the recycling 
centers in Indian River and Cheboygan; roadside clean-up, maintenance at the Fairgrounds; 
cleaned Cheboygan City Beach; cleaned Indian River Cooperation Park; worked at the Food 
Assistance Program; and worked at the Inverness Garden Clean-up.  COVID Assistance 
provided to juveniles:  Health kits; book delivery; tutoring via Zoom; delivered food; provided all 
23 kids with a turkey for Christmas dinner; donated masks to kids and offered yoga classes via 
Zoom. Services offered to juveniles through their program:  On-site washer and dryer (laundry 
assistance); transportation to and from school; provided donated clothes to the juveniles; on-site 
counseling through Thunder Bay; driver’s license assistance and job resources. Goals for 2021 
(or when COVID allows):  college/trade school field trips; restructuring their level systems; 
increase parent involvement and improve their bussing for the juveniles.  He reported that the 
total Probate Court budget was $2,017,940; total outside grant contributions of $397,204 and 
approximately $300,000 in additional reimbursement from the Child Care Fund, and 
$1,495,822.50 total expenditures, which showed that the County was on the hook for 
approximately 39.5% - roughly $798,000. Restitution ordered and collected for victims was 
$14,265.68. Probate Court Updates/Issues for 2020 & Beyond as follows:  Public Defender 
grant; update court employee’s policy, probate courtroom security, Court appointed attorney 
compensation, guardianship compensation, Court via video conferencing and office 
consolidation. Sheriff Dale Clarmont gave kudos and thanked the Compass Academy staff. 
 
Compass Academy student Isaac thanked all the people at the Compass Academy because if it 
wasn’t for them giving him a chance, he won’t be where he was at today.  He graduated High 
School because they pushed him to be better, to work harder and to help him see what he 
wanted in life. The Compass Academy staff made him accountable for his actions and helped 
him to make better decisions every day.  This growth helped him and it helps so many others. 
Applause was given along with a standing ovation.   
 
Sheriff Dale Clarmont presented the 2020 Sheriff’s Department Annual Report. Through the 
cooperation and mutual respect, he believed that we have moved and continue to move the 
Sheriff Department forward with utmost professionalism and fiscal responsibility. The actual 
expenditures of the Department came in at $4,123,613 (4.23%) below the requested budget of $4.3 



COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – April 27, 2021 
 

4 
 

million. Sheriff Clarmont stated that the jail division revenues were $336,304, grant funding and 
donation revenues were $810,304, and other assorted revenues produced the total revenue for the 
jail of $1,147,168 in 2020. The expenditures of the Department in 2020 were $4.1 million with the 
2020 actual cost totaling $2.9 million.  The average In-County inmate totaled 56.1 inmates per year 
and the average cost charged was $35. No out of county inmates jailed. The Cheboygan County 
Work Crew Program totaled a net savings to taxpayers of $160,333.  The total labor hours were 
11,056. Sheriff Clarmont stated that the county work crew program has been a positive thing in 
Cheboygan County.  Road Patrol statistics logged in calls totaling 9,981 and there were 442 arrests 
in 2020 compared to 509 in 2019.  Continued services of the Cheboygan County Sheriff Department 
Search and Rescue Team with local fire departments of sixteen (16) emergency response calls with 
100% success; project lifesaver program; a child missing program; and Coats for Kids Program. 
Continued effective School Liaison Officer Program for all Cheboygan County Schools: High School 
freshman drug awareness; DARE (5th Grade); TEAM (7th Grade) and truancy/incorrigible/ social 
media bullying.  Continued effective ORV/Marine/Snowmobile Patrols: offered water safety courses 
throughout the County schools; ORV safety course through the County Schools and offered 
snowmobile safety course throughout the County Schools.  A continued Department K-9 Unit with a 
total of 32 calls responded too by the K-9 Unit.  Sheriff Clarmont thanked Tony and Roberta Matelski 
who donated and supported the canine unit. Because of their generosity the county has two dogs 
and two handler’s one for each of the Sheriff Department’s shifts. The Sheriff’s Department does 
Community Education/Committee appointments; community drug awareness to MTA; presentations 
at McLaren Hospital for medical staff; drug awareness presentations at Cheboygan County Schools; 
appointed to the 53rd Circuit Court Drug Court Panel; bi-monthly Rx drug abuse task force meetings 
at NMSAS; and appointed to the 89th District Court OWI Court panel member; continuing 
collaborative effort with the Cheboygan County Council on Aging and have continued hours of the 
Wolverine substation on Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 P.M.. The Fiscal Year 2020 County Jail 
Medical Expenditures totaled $119,138. Sheriff Clarmont reported that the Department was 100% 
compliance with MSTC Corrections Officers Training Certification; MDOC Administrative Rules and 
MCOLES training standards. Before the pandemic programs the following programs were offered 
within the jail: Alcoholics Anonymous, Community Mental Health, Abuse Counseling and Prevention 
and Bible Study. Continued success with Department minimum staffing on holidays in 2020 
requested $82,582 and in 2020 expended $80,698.  
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson gave an update on the Marina Fuel System Project.  A pre-
construction meeting was on April 21, 2021.  Ryba Marine was scheduled to begin construction 
of the sea wall and dock area on May 3, 2021.  Bids/quotes for the construction of the 400 sq. ft. 
fuel dock building would be opened on April 30. The deadline for completion of this project was 
Memorial Day weekend in 2022. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson gave an update on the 2020 Financial Audit.  Staff was currently 
working with Gabridge and Company to complete the 2020 audit.  The audit process was 
scheduled to be completed by June 2021 with presentation to the Board in June or July. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson gave an update on the Veterans Park.  Maintenance staff has 
secured quotes for the repair of the sign at the Veterans Park construction of a raised 
decorative planting/seating area as well as installation of an irrigation system in coordination 
with the Veterans Park Committee’s complete of sidewalk and monument construction this year. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson gave an update on Office Relocations/Renovations.  The Indigent 
Defense Office would be moved to the second floor where the employee lounge was located.  
The employee lounge would be moved to a new area adjacent to the old lounge.  This would 
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provide space to locate the Human Resources Office on the first floor next to the Finance and 
Veterans offices. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson presented the Placing of Board of Commissioner’s Meeting Audio 
Recordings On-Line. Staff has received multiple requests from the public and news media to 
place recordings of the Board of Commissioner’s meetings on-line after the meeting. Discussion 
was held on the pros and cons. Civil Counsel Bryan Graham addressed the Board with their 
options.   
 
No motion was made. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson presented the Human Resources Employment Agreement.  The 
position of Human Resources Director was advertised by the County on web-based job 
platforms, County web site and the local newspaper.  From the applications received, Ms. 
Wheelock was selected for final interview.  The recommended wage for this position was based 
on wage range information (Human Resource Director Position) from the five (5) comparable 
Counties.  The number of hours to be worked was a minimum of 24 hours per week starting the 
middle of June.  
 
Commissioner Warfield congratulated the Administrator and the written description that he 
created for this position was right in line with what the Board wanted. 
 
Commissioner Newman commented that he sat in on the interview and he thought that we were 
getting an excellent candidate.  She was bringing a wealth of information and knowledge as her 
whole career has been in Human Resource. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Warfield, seconded by Commissioner Tryban, to approve employment 
agreement and appoint Julie Wheelock as Human Resources Director.  A roll call vote was 
taken.  Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no, and 0 absent. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson presented the Fairgrounds agreement for 4-H horse riding meetings.  
The MSUE 4-H program would like to use the Fairgrounds for some horse riding meetings on 
May 22nd, June 10th and 24th, and July 8th and 22nd.  These dates do not interfere with any other 
events.  These events would be for the use of the horse arenas. 
  
Motion by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Tryban, to approve the 
Fairgrounds agreement for MSUE 4-H horse riding meetings and authorize the Chair to sign.  A 
roll call vote was taken.  Motion approved 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson presented the 2021 Salary & Wage Resolution – Non-Union General 
Employees #20-14 – Amendment #5 – Marine Division/Human Resources.  This amendment 
would add the Human Resources Director position to the 2021 Salary & Wage Resolution.  It 
would also increase the hourly rate for the Marine Safety seasonal positions from $13.50/hour to 
$15.00/hour to adjust for market competiveness and add on additional position. 
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Motion by Commissioner Sangster, seconded by Commissioner Newman, to adopt Amendment 
#5 to the 2021 Salary & Wage Resolution – Non-Union General Employee #20-14 to be 
effective April 27, 2021, authorize the Chair to sign, and authorize the Finance Director to 
prepare any necessary budget amendments.   A roll call vote was taken.  Motion approved 7 
yes, 0 no and 0 absent. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson presented the Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan – Administrative 
Services Contract – Advance Deposit Program – Cheboygan County Inmate Services Contract 
expires 6/30/2021. The renewal contract was for 12 months (7/1/2021-6/30/2022). The 
proposed contract allows for Cheboygan County inmate medical services to be billed at the 
BC/BS Insurance approved rate. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Newman, seconded by Commissioner Matelski, to approve and 
authorize the County Administrator to sign the proposed Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan – 
Administrative Services Contract – Advance Deposit Program – Cheboygan County Inmate 
Services Contract and Schedule A regarding Prescription Drug Facility and Professional Service 
Fees date July 2021 subject to final legal review. A roll call vote was taken.  Motion carried with 
7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent. 
 
Administrator Jeff Lawson presented a Resolution Declaring and Approving a Local State of 
Emergency within Cheboygan County.  Section 3(2) of the Michigan Open Meetings Act, MCL 
15.263(2) authorizes a public body to meet electronically or remotely at a public meeting due to 
a statewide or local state of emergency.  This Resolution declares and approves a “local state of 
emergency” within Cheboygan permitting remote meetings to be held and authorizing the 
implementation of Emergency Operation Plans as the pandemic necessitates. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Newman, seconded by Commissioner Williams, to adopt the following 
resolution and authorize the Chair to sign. 
 

RESOLUTION #2021-11 
 

RESOLUTION DECLARING AND APPROVING A LOCAL ST ATE OF 
EMERGENCY WITHIN CHEBOYGAN COUNTY 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT DECLARED AND RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Cheboygan County Board 
of Commissioners and the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners hereby declare and approve, respectively, 
pursuant to Section 10 of the Emergency Management Act, as amended, MCL 30.410, that a “local state of 
emergency” exists within Cheboygan County due to the continuing COVID-19 pandemic within Cheboygan County; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that local resources and f unding are being utilized to the fullest possible extent, and 
the Emergency Operations Plan will be partially or fully implemented as this pandemic necessitates; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners hereby consents to the 
continuation of the “local state of emergency” beyond the 7-day statutory limitation and as provided in this 
Resolution; 
 
BE IT FURTHER DECLARED AND RESOLVED that this “local state of emergency” shall be effective upon the 
adoption of this Resolution and shall continue in effect until May 31, 2021, unless renewed by the Chairperson of 
the Cheboygan County Board of Commissioners with the consent of the Cheboygan County Board of 
Commissioners. 
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A roll call vote was taken. Motion carried with 5 yes, 2 no (Commissioner Sangster and 
Warfield) and 0 absent. 
 
BOARD MEMBER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Commissioner Wallace commented on the upcoming Planning Session, which was technically 
scheduled for May 25th and where they wanted to meeting to be held. Administrative Assistant 
Kathy Morrow commented that she did have this scheduled last year at Mulligans.  They were 
willing to open up early and all of the food was planned out until the pandemic hit. 
Commissioner Sangster suggested holding the meeting at the Senior Center.  Staff was to look 
into it to see if this venue was available.  The Planning Session was rescheduled for Thursday 
May 27th at 9:30 a.m.   
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS  
 
John Studer, citizen of Ellis Township commented on his disapproval of Resolution 2021-11.  
 
Beth Bridgman, citizen of the City of Cheboygan commented on not getting any movement on 
the sub-committee things and how it would be nice to have some decision so they could see 
where things really stood in case they had to take other measures aside from working with the 
Board of Commissioners to get some movement.  She addressed her dissatisfaction with the 
FOIA Appeal request and waiting to hear or get a letter from Matt DePerno on the free audit 
report.  She hoped that the Board would consider getting new Civil Counsel for the County that 
aligned better with the voices in the County that cares about things that were really important.  
She thanked the Board for all of their efforts that have been made, but she didn’t appreciate the 
stalling tactics of the counsel.    
 
Joe Klein, citizen of Benton Township commented that in March the Board took a brave step, 
went against the grain and listened to the citizens of Cheboygan County. He was wondering 
why we were still six (6) feet apart and still listing to a private enterprise called the CDC. He 
asked the Board to take action today to accept the free forensic audit because the future of the 
county and the nation was riding on this.     
 
Randy Strong, citizen of Ellis Township commented that he didn’t understand the contradiction 
about extending a state of emergency with this resolution that was adopted today. 
Commissioner Wallace explained that this state of emergency resolution was only to hold this 
kind of hybrid meeting where they could have them virtually and in person. This resolution was 
not about masks. 
 
William Burnell, citizen of Benton Township commented on why they were not making a move 
regarding the fee forensic audit that was offered by Matt DePerno.   
 
Missy France, citizen of Inverness Township commented on Resolution #2021-11 Declaring and 
Approving a Local State of Emergency and using it as an excuse to be able to decide to shut in 
person meetings down.  Commissioner Wallace explained that the Board was not shutting down 
in person meetings, but allowing the virtual meeting to carry on.  
 
Vice President of Election Source Steve DeLongchamp commented on Election Integrity and 
wanted to paint a 10,000 foot level picture of the election process. In Michigan, the clerks 
perform a preliminary test and a public accuracy testing of the machines, which the public was 
invited to come and view the accuracy testing. On Election Day, the voters vote on a paper 
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ballot that was stubbed and numbered.  After the election, the County Board of Canvassers 
certifies the election.  Then there were two types of audits, which were random audits and risk 
limiting audits. If needed during those audits, the ballots can be hand counted.  We can also 
hand count any election after the election because the voters in Michigan vote on a paper ballot.  
No machines, no internet and no cell phones. Nothing could change the fact that a voter voted 
on a paper ballot. If fraud was suspected from the machines, we could hand count these paper 
ballots. This has been done tens of thousands of times this past election, with zero 
discrepancies between hand counts and machine counts. In the State of Georgia, they did that 
three (3) times, the whole state with zero discrepancy because we use paper ballots. A machine 
just counts those ballots.  A free audit is never free.  The company that was doing these audits 
was complete biased. ASOG has been debunked and discredited by every election scholar in all 
of the federal organizations. It has also been debunked by the Halderman report who was also 
one of those folks that believed there was some type of election fraud that after looking at the 
result concurred that there was not. Even Judge Elsenheimer in Antrim County has said that 
these so called experts were not experts. He goes on to say that they had interesting theories 
that had not been tested with the crucible of truth and in their discovery system. Election Source 
does not fear a forensic audit, but use an accredited company to do the audit that has been 
EAC certified to understand elections. If you really want to make a change, get involved with the 
process and be a part of the canvassing and an election team. Blindly saying that there was 
fraud because Matt DePerno says there was was absolutely laughable.      
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Newman wanted to address the forensic auditing issue.  The Board appointed a 
committee to do some research and he wanted to know some aspects of it.   
 
Commissioner Sangster commented the Election Information Sub-committee met and 
discussed these issues. A free forensic audit was offered. Since then they have been compiling 
some data, looking at different things and just trying to collect more data. There was nothing 
free in business, never has been and never will be.  He was concerned with opening up the 
county for liability and wanted to be cautious with moving forward. A different Michigan 
Compiled Law statute was given here today, which raised even more questions. Yesterday, the 
Maricopa County Judge recused himself.  If there really was a situation, we need to resolve it.  
 
Commissioner Warfield commented that the Election Information Sub-committee met a few 
days ago and they heard a good deal of interesting testimony or comments. Since that date, he 
continues to receive additional information and comments.  There was this individual that was 
on the call representing this law firm, but he thought that they needed to realize that they have 
not received that offer directly from Mr. DePerno who was in Tennessee in front of the 
Tennessee Supreme Court and he had not yet heard from him.  This committee needs to hear 
directly from him and then they would make those arrangements at a future scheduled meeting. 
Also on the call was former Michigan State Senator Patrick Colbeck who previously ran for 
Governor in 2018 and who was a great source of information.  The committee needs to hear a 
little more testimony and/or comments.  While the process moves slowing, it has to be 
deliberative. This was the spirit in which the Chairman was leading the community and he 
agreed with him. There was a lot more to be discovered.  
 
Commissioner Newman commented on the public’s concern and misunderstanding, but with the 
County Administrator and the legal team’s help, we need to provide an answer to the public on 
the position of Cheboygan County.  He wanted the public to know that the Board was working 
on this. 
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Commissioner Wallace commented that the Election Information Sub-committee was assigned 
to find out what’s really going on and then after their investigation make a recommendation to 
the full Board. 
 
Commissioner Warfield reported attending an Emmet County Road Commission meeting along 
with County Road Commissioner Ken Paquet and the County Engineer/Manager Brent Shank 
because it was an in depth presentation relative to road funding in Michigan, how road funding 
might change in the future and how it should change in the future. It was a very interesting 
meeting. The secondary reason for attending was with his concern that he shared with the 
Board before relative to the Orchard Beach Road Bridge.  They had a direct conversation with 
the state legislator about their concerns. He reminded everyone that this Board just passed a 
resolution a couple weeks ago in support of that. This bridge was a critical infrastructure and 
this was a problem. 
 
Commissioner Williams commented about wearing masks and stated that he thought that all us 
need to practice some common sense and some compassion with respect to masks and social 
distancing. Early on, people were being shamed for not wearing masks and now he was hearing 
people being shamed for wearing masks. It goes both ways and if someone doesn’t want to 
wear a mask, that’s their right, but if someone wants to wear it, that’s their right as well, if that 
gives them some peace of mind. They shouldn’t be bullied or shamed.  All of us need to kind of 
take a step back from masking, social distancing and the drama as spoken about in public 
comment and let’s  just let one another exercise their rights and treat each other with love.        
 
Motion by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Newman, to adjourn to the call 
of the chairperson. Motion carried with 7 yes, 0 no and 0 absent.  Meeting adjourned at 11:59 
a.m. 
 
_____________________________                           __________________________________ 
Karen L. Brewster       John B. Wallace 
County Clerk/Register                            Chairperson of Board of Commissioners  


