
By Linnea George-Kupfer
“Grease” Director

My mission for this and future pro-
ductions at Bay View is to offer the
Little Traverse Bay community the
experience of high-quality musical
theatre.  

I want to foster imaginative
insight that respects the script and
works collaboratively to communi-
cate the production’s True North. My
hope is to build lasting relationships
by practicing excellent communica-
tion skills and involve the communi-

ty on a daily basis.

In my last Town Crier article, I
mentioned that “Grease” is a tricky
musical. It is. It is not the movie!  The
characters are rougher around the
edges and the music is grittier.

Authors Jim Jacobs and Warren
Casey wrote “Grease” as an autobio-
graphical story of America giving
birth to the Sexual Revolution via the
electrifying conduit of rock ‘n’ roll.
They remembered the 1950’s as a time
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Heavy lifting
Randy Nash of Sound Environments operates a boom lift in John M. Hall Hall Auditorium Wednesday. The lift is
used by electricians to hang lights, speakers, wires and other electrical components. (Town Crier photo)

Board meeting
moved to Evelyn
Christian persuasion on agenda

The Bay View Board of Trus-
tees will meet at 8:30 a.m. today,
Friday, May 27, in Evelyn Hall.

A larger than normal audi-
ence is expected for the meet-
ing.

Evelyn Hall will accommo-
date more guests than the board
room at Wade Administration
Building.

‘Grease’ a tricky musical

See MUSICAL, page 2



when teenagers found, through rock
‘n’ roll, a way to express the uncom-
fortable feelings they wrestled with
between the ages of 12 and 17. 

When I announced at a dinner
party I was directing “Grease” this
summer, I remembered another tricky
thing about the musical. 

“Oh!” my friend exclaimed, “I hate
that show!” 

“Why?” I asked. 

“Because it has such a bad mes-
sage,” she said. “Change yourself to be
liked.”

I thought about it. I always felt
unsettled at the end of “Grease.” Why
does Sandy Dumbrowsky change so
drastically in the last scene? To fit in?
What kind of message does that send
to teenagers in the audience?  

From my 20 years of working in
the theatre, I know that well-written
material does not moralize – it

reports. I don’t think the ending of
“Grease” should be a “moral.”  I think
it should serve the same function as
the music: to give an objective and
accurate description of America in
1959. 

As Scott Miller writes,  “…Like

Eliza Dolittle in ‘My Fair Lady,’ Sandy
learns that anyone can fit in just by
talking and looking the ‘right’ way
(and don’t we all do that to some
extent).”

This is why I am so excited to start
rehearsing: Tricky problems like how
to move the huge platform between
scenes, not being able to close the cur-
tain because the set is too big, and cre-
ating an authentic yet family-friendly
production all get solved during the
collaborative energy of rehearsal.

Fortunately, what was abrasive in
1959 is not so anymore.

Speaking of collaboration, I am
truly honored to be working with
such talented designers, painters, car-
penters and musicians. Their work
deserves four stars as I am sure you
will agree on July 29 and 30. You get a
sneak peek at their artistic process in
upcoming publications of The Town
Crier.

Stay tuned!

There is one week in July when
Petoskey transforms itself from small
town, summer vacation hot spot to
hospitable host of international artistry
as Voices without Borders showcases
the talents of our globe’s youth. 

This year marks the third annual
celebration of music and dance on a
scale usually reserved for areas far
more urban than Northern Michigan.
Each summer, Petoskey welcomes
hundreds of singers and dancers from
all hemispheres of our vast globe to
perform for local residents.  Past visi-
tors have represented their homelands
of China, Hong Kong, Vietnam, Czech
Republic and Mexico, just to list a sam-
pling.  

These children partner with talent-
ed local youth for a display unlike any
other this area has seen.  Children per-
form at various venues in Bay View,
Petoskey, Charlevoix, Harbor Springs,

and even the Cheboygan Opera House
during the four-day celebration.  

Specific performance times and
locations are available on the festival
web site at www.vwbchoir.com or
watch for schedules in your local news-
papers. The ensemble will be at Bay
View    at 8 p.m. Saturday, July 16, in Hall
Auditorium.

In addition to your attendance, one
of the greatest ways you can contribute
to the success of the festival, and to
American ambassadorship at large, is
to consider hosting these talented
youth in your homes.  A celebration of
this scale would be unaffordable for
many participants if they had to pay for
hotel rooms during their stay.  Instead,
it is festival tradition that the students
be housed by area residents willing to
share their homes.  

What better way for our interna-
tional guests to truly experience

American culture than to live among
us during their short stay in our area?
Families who have hosted in the past
share stories of friendship that contin-
ue well beyond their guests’ visits. A
number still keep in touch with past
performers, and as a minimum, they
cherish fond memories of their experi-
ences as hosts.  

Many families host year after year,
unwilling to miss an opportunity to
serve these deserving visitors. Host
families are responsible for transporta-
tion and meals for their guests, in addi-
tion to providing them a bed for sleep-
ing. Students are housed in teams of
two or more, depending on available
space in homes.  Any mild inconven-
ience is offset by a strong sense of stew-
ardship and insider connections to the
performances. Please consider opening
your home to this year’s performers.
Interested parties should contact Sara
Russell at sarcoaz@msn.com
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Musical director discusses ‘Grease’
Continued from page 1

‘Voices without Borders’ returning to Bay View this season



Preparations for the the seventh
Petoskey-Bay View CROP (Com-
munities Responding to Overcome
Poverty) Hunger Walk will kick off at
9 a.m. Saturday, May 28,  at Emanuel
Episcopal Church on Mitchell Street. 

Everyone is welcome to help facili-
tate the walk, which will be held
Saturday, June 25, in Bay View. Our

goal is 300 walkers contributing
$30,000 to help ease hunger here and
around the world. The Manna Food
Project receives a quarter of the pro-
ceeds. The remainder goes to Church
World Service (CWS), which partners
with other agencies to provide shelter,
food, clean water, and basic farming
skills to those in need. Church World

Service is active wherever disasters
strike. Japan, Haiti, New Orleans are a
few of the many places CWS is help-
ing.

Hunger is a devastating problem
affecting one in every six people in the
United States – especially children.
Together we can take a step to bring
hope and comfort to the hungry.

The Bay View Woman's Council
has been an active and important
women's organization in Bay View and
the Northern Michigan area since
1922. 

Through the various fundraisers
held during two months of the sum-
mer, the council helps sustain several
Bay View programs, and also con-
tributes to selected Petoskey organiza-
tions.  

In 2005, the council voted to estab-
lish a $1,000 scholarship to a deserv-
ing Petoskey High School senior girl
who has volunteered her time to the
community through participation and
leadership in various school and area
projects.

The intent of this scholarship is to
recognize a young woman who has
demonstrated an understanding and
an appreciation for the importance of
volunteerism in our society. The cur-
rent co-chairs of the scholarship com-
mittee are Jane Frick and Sally
Shearer Smith. 

This year the council's scholarship
committee received applications from
several candidates, but one young
lady was particularly outstanding in
her contributions to her school and
community.

Samantha Fairbairn was selected as
the 2011 recipient of the Bay View
Woman's Council Petoskey High
School Senior Girl Scholarship. She is
an active student at Petoskey High
School serving in National Honor
Society, Student Council, the Petoskey
High School Band, Petoskey High
School tennis team, and the Model
United Nations.  

She actively participates in the
community serving as a mentor to
elementary school children; swimmer
and coach for the Hammerheads
Swim team in Harbor Springs; and
volunteers for several area communi-

ty agencies. 

Accolades written in her recom-
mendation letters mentioned her
sense of civic responsibility, positive
attitude, work ethic, and excellent
communications skills.

Samantha received her award
before a crowd of over 300 at the
Petoskey High School Awards
Assembly on May 18. 

She is the daughter of Tom and
Connie Fairbairn of Alanson.

Samantha will attend Florida State
College in the fall. She plans to major
in marine biology. 
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Sally Shearer Smith (left) of Bay View presents Samantha Fairbairn of
Alanson with the Bay View Woman's Council Petoskey High School Senior
Girl Scholarship. (Courtesy photo)

Alanson teen
wins Woman’s
Council 2011
Scholarship

Preparations for seventh CROP Hunger Walk start Saturday



At 8 p.m. Saturday, June 4, in
Voorhies Hall, there will be a special
benefit harp recital given by harpist
Alizabeth Nowland. 

The recital is free and will last about
an hour. Donations will be accepted
with 100 percent of proceeds going to
the Heart of Bay View Campaign.  

A native of Toledo, Ohio, Nowland
is currently a junior majoring in harp
and trumpet performance at the
Indiana University’s Jacobs School of
Music. She currently studies with
Susann McDonald, distinguished pro-
fessor of harp, and Edmund Cord, pro-

fessor of trumpet. 

During her time at Indiana
University, Nowland has performed
with all of the university orchestras and
bands, most recently playing principal
harp for university ballet and opera
department productions. Nowland was
formerly a principal trumpet with the
Cleveland Orchestra Youth Orchestra
and has held  principal harp positions
with the Bloomington Pops Orchestra
and Perrysburg Symphony.  

Nowland’s studies have taken her
across the country and include the
music programs of Interlochen and

Blue Lake Fine Arts
Camp.  She also has
traveled to Europe
to perform as princi-
pal trumpet with the
Ohio Ambassadors
of Music.  

During the sum-
mer months Nowland spends much of
her time teaching harp and trumpet
lessons, and has performed on pro-
grams during the 2009 and 2010 Bay
View Music Festival seasons. She is
looking forward to being back in Bay
View for the 2011 summer season.

Correction
The name of Bill Grafstrom, and

his email, billgraftstrom@yahoo.com,
were spelled incorrectly in the Friday,
May 13, issue of The Town Crier. We
apologize for the errors.

Sell your treasures
As you’re opening and organizing

your cottage, set aside those “too
good to toss” items for Morning
Council’s popular annual market-
place, “Treasures in the Trees”
Saturday, July 16, in Fairview Park.

Don’t miss out
on this great
opportunity
to sell your
antiques, art,
furniture, jew-
elry, crafts, or

other cottage treas-
ures.  Reserve your own 20- by 20-
foot lawn space (or “booth”) for only
$30 and then keep all the proceeds.
Sellers are responsible for set-up,
clean-up, and pricing. Only 40
booths are being offered this year and
are rented on a first-come-basis to
Bay View cottagers and friends.  For
more information or to make a reser-
vation, please contact either Nancy
Foster at nancy.foster@verizon.net,
(412) 915-4914 or Jane Seely-Parnell
at jj102487@aol.com, (616) 850-
2683. 

‘The Price is Right’
Bay View’s Historical Museum

will present “The Price is Right,” a
lecture on the value and preservation
of quilts, at 3 p.m. Sunday, June 19,
in Evelyn Hall. Renowned quilt his-
torian and certified appraiser Dee
Dadik from Columbus, Ohio, will
discuss quilt history, dating and
appraising: what is the value; how
old is it; how do I care for it; can I
use it every day; should I keep it or
sell it; should it be insured? Dee will
be available for private verbal or
written quilt appraisals and may be
reached for appointments prior and
after her lecture, deedaadik@att.net.
For more information please contact
Sophie McGee, 231-347-9596,
smgee@wccnet.edu.

Prayer shawl meeting
There will be a prayer shawl meet-

ing at 1 p.m. Thursday, June 9, at the
Jenkins Cottage, 1895 Terrace Ave.
For questions, call 347-9868.

Women’s luncheon June 23
The Woman’s Council/Morning

Council opening luncheon will be
held at 12 p.m. Thursday, June 23, at
the Bay View Inn. The program will
feature Mary Jane Doerr, author of
“Bay View, An American Idea.”
Reservations for the luncheon must
be to Pat Sehr by Monday, June 20. 
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Bay View briefs . . .

Harp recital will benefit Heart of Bay View campaign

Nowland

Your cottage
in the pages
of HomeLife?

HomeLife magazine is a local ver-
sion of Architectural Digest or Good
Housekeeping magazines. 

Produced by the Petoskey News-
Review, HomeLife magazine features
local homes in a tasteful and elegant
style. Past issues have highlighted
homes from the Bay Harbor area, Lake
Charlevoix, Harbor Springs, Burt Lake,
Petoskey, Walloon Lake, and focus pri-
marily on the Emmet and Charlevoix
county areas. 

Maggie Peterson, HomeLife editor,
recently contacted the Bay View
Business Office and asked if they could
feature two or three Bay View cottages
for their August/September issue. 

The magazine format includes an
interview with homeowners to learn
the history of the home and photo-
graphing the exterior and the interior.
Owners’ names do not necessarily need
to be shared with the readers. 

If you are interested, please contact
tamara@bayviewassociation.org. 

They would need to photograph
your cottage no later than Tuesday, July
5. Thank you.


